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UNIT INFORMATION

DATE SHEET FILLED OUT
28 August 2008
UNIT NAME:


International Ice Patrol
HOME OF RECORD:

Groton, CT
District 1
MAILING ADDRESS:

COMMANDER

U.S. Coast Guard 
International Ice Patrol
1082 Shennecossett Road 

Groton, CT 06340-6095

COMMERCIAL PHONE #: (860) 441-2626

FAX: (860) 441-2773

WEB SITE: http://www.uscg-iip.org

E-MAIL: iipcomms@uscg.mil
UNIT’S MISSION:  The International Ice Patrol monitors and informs mariners of the iceberg danger in the Northwest Atlantic Shipping Lanes near the Grand Banks of Newfoundland, Canada.

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT:
The International Ice Patrol (IIP) is not billeted for non-rate assignments.  Current enlisted billets include 9 Marine Science Technicians (1-E8, 2-E6,      3-E5, 3-E4) and one Yeoman (E6).  An E-4 will be required to become Watch Stander and Ice Observer qualified as their primary duties.  Collateral duties may include supply, morale, public affairs, training, and many others that are division-related.

“INPORT” WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION:  

Watch Stander - 1 in 6 (out of season)

1 in 4 (during ice season)
“UNDERWAY” WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION: 

Ice Observer, 1 in 3 deployments
HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET): 
Office environment; Desk and locker 
UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:    
ODUs, Tropical Blue Long on watch
RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:
None. You will be issued flight gear and cold weather items for deployments.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE:    Summer 70-80+    Winter 20-40
UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP: Unit Yeoman
WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:  IIP is located on the Avery Point campus of the University of Connecticut (UConn) which makes taking afternoon and evening courses very convenient.  In addition, there are many local colleges in the area with both two year and four year programs.  Several participate in the Service Member’s Opportunity College (SOC) program.  The Naval Submarine Base New London and the Coast Guard Academy have education assistance offices.  IIP will be moving its office to New London, CT in the March of 2009.  This move is only a short distance away so there will still be plenty of opportunities to attend classes at a local university.  
RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  Marine Science Technician (9), YN1 (1)
NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  IIP is located on the Avery Point Campus of the University of Connecticut in the city of Groton, across the Thames River from New London, CT.  The nearest large cities are New Haven, CT (40 min), Hartford, CT (1 hour) and Providence, RI (1 hour).  New York City and Boston are both approximately two hours away.  As stated above, IIP’s new office space in New London is only approximately six miles from our current location and will not change the driving distance to these larger cities by very much.
NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  The Coast Guard Academy (http://www.cga.edu/) and Naval Submarine Base (http://www.subasenlon.navy.mil/) are located approximately 15 minutes away.  IIP members utilize medical services at the Academy’s clinic.  Dependants on TRICARE Prime are required to utilize medical services at the Naval Ambulatory Care Center at the Submarine Base.  Legal, fitness, education, and many other services can also be accessed at both the Academy and the Submarine Base.
NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:   The Navy Base has both an exchange and a commissary.  The Coast Guard Academy has a small exchange.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: 
There are many churches in the area and also chapels located at the Navy Base and the Coast Guard Academy.
IF A CUTTER, COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS:  Although not a cutter, Ice Patrol deploys to St. John’s, Newfoundland, Canada throughout the Ice Season, typically extending from February to August.  Nine day deployments involve conducting aerial reconnaissance on board C-130 aircraft in search of icebergs on the Grand Banks of Newfoundland.
AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY IF NOT A CUTTER: The Grand Banks of Newfoundland; Northwest Atlantic Ocean
UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:     Tropical Blue Long or Service Dress Blue Bravo
IF SPONSOR IS NOT AVAILABLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR:  Duty Watch Officer

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW:
IIP is a small unit (4 officers, 3 civilians, and 10 enlisted) with a BIG job – protecting transatlantic mariners from icebergs.  You can expect to deploy on four-person Ice Reconnaissance Detachments (IRDs) to Newfoundland, Canada on a one in three rotation.  IRDs deploy for approximately 9 days, twice a month during the course of the ice season (usually Feb to Aug) which include daily flights on board CG HC-130s.  In addition to deployments during the ice season, you can expect to stand an Operations Center (OpCen) Watch at a one in four rotation when not deployed.  Ice Patrol is a challenging environment that demands the best that you can provide.  There are many opportunities for training and off duty education. 
Members assigned to IIP must pass a Class-2 aircrew flight physical, must obtain a Secret clearance, and must be able to pass the fitness requirements applicable to the Aviation Mission Specialist (AMS) syllabus.  Other important AMS-related training includes Low Pressure Chamber and Dunk Tank.

IIP is due to relocate to New London, CT in the March of 2009, along with the Research and Development Center and the Marine Safety Laboratory.
MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE?
No (a civilian operated cafeteria is located on the UCONN campus).
QUARTERS AND/OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  No.  However, the Coast Guard Academy Housing Office and the Naval Submarine Base Housing Office are available to assist.
RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD:  Single Male:  $2000.00/year; Single Female: 
        $1800.00/year
IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE?
No
WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE?  On the economy.  There are many apartments and apartment complexes, as well as small houses, in the area for rent.
SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE?  Government Quarters are available through the Naval Housing Office.  Housing applications can be submitted there.
WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK?  USAA, Navy Federal Credit Union, Bank of America
IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA?  Yes, there are several.  Navy Federal and Charter Oak FCU are located close by.
IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA?  Yes, the Crystal Mall is located in Waterford, CT, only about a 15 minute 

       drive from Groton.
HOW MANY STORES?
~50

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA WITHOUT UTILITIES:  $1000-1200
BAH RATE FOR AN E4:  $992.00 W/O dependents;  $1,250.00 W/dependents  (2008 rates)
IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE?    On a case-by-case basis.  The Coast Guard is doing away with their leased housing program in this area.

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE?  Yes, through the Naval Submarine Base, Groton, CT: http://www.subasenlon.navy.mil/alist/house.htm 
WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING?  1-2 Months
HOUSING OFFICE PHONE#: 860-694-3851

FAX#: 860-694-3154
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE?
  Some reside in Navy housing, but most live on the economy.
RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY:
$1500 per year 
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE?  The Naval Ambulatory Care Center at the Navy Submarine Base must be used for families under TRICARE Prime.  Some services are available at the Coast Guard Academy under TRICARE Standard, and there are many local physicians who also accept TRICARE Standard.
GO TO SCHOOL:  Local public schools and private schools within the area.
WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE? 
Standard and Prime.

IS UNITED CONCORDIA DENTAL AVAILABLE?  Yes
IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING?  Yes

HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA, JOB AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER:
Working for the International Ice Patrol is a unique opportunity to do a highly specialized job in the Coast Guard.  Our mission is to monitor the iceberg danger near the Grand Banks of Newfoundland and provide the limit of all known ice to the maritime community.  To perform this mission, we conduct aerial reconnaissance on C-130 aircraft during our deployments and use the information collected during these flights to produce ice warnings to advise the area of safe navigation across the North Atlantic Ocean.  This is not as easy as it may sound with thousands of square miles of ocean to patrol.  To help us do this, we fly long hours in the C-130 scanning the ocean for icebergs.
We are located in Groton, CT just a few miles from the Coast Guard Academy.  Groton is also home to the Naval Submarine Base, Pfizer’s global research and development center, and General Dynamics’ submarine building facility.  The area also features two of the world’s largest casinos, which are both only a short drive away.  There are many different colleges to choose from.  Some of these colleges are experienced at working with military personnel.  
During the ice season, generally between February and August, all Ice Patrol personnel will be standing watch in the OpCen, as well as flying on the Ice Reconnaissance patrols which fly out of St. John's, Canada.  Deployments to Canada normally last about 9 days, depending on weather and the C-130’s flight status. 
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