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COAST GUARD BASE BOSTON
UNIT INFORMATION
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Updated:  05 November 2012 – District 1

Unit Name:	CG BASE BOSTON	 

Personal Mailing Address:	Commander
	Coast Guard Base Boston
	c/o (Members Name)
	427 Commercial St
	Boston, MA 02109-1027

Home of record:	Boston, MA  

Unit Phone: (617) 223-3336     OOD (24 hour line): (617) 223-3333   CMC: 617-519-7607

Website:  https://cgportal2.uscg.mil/units/baseboston/SitePages/Home.aspx 
E-Mail: [first name] (.) [middle initial] (.) [last name] @ uscg.mil
Ex: (John D. Smith)   john.d.smith@uscg.mil

Welcome aboard packages: To obtain a welcome aboard package, contact James.W.Freeman@uscg.mil, the Transition Relocation Manager, or your assigned sponsor.  Include in your request a valid leave address.

Welcome aboard messages:  Messages are sent to each newly assigned member.  If you haven’t received your message shortly after receiving orders, please contact the ADMIN division at 617-223-3264.  Ask for the name of your sponsor and inform us if you have not received your message. 
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REPORTING ABOARD

Reporting procedures:  The uniform for reporting in is Service Dress Blue Bravo (SDB) with Combination Cover.    Prior to arrival, notify your sponsor of your arrival date and plans.  

Upon arrival you can expect to be met by your sponsor, and he/she will assist you in your new assignment.  If you report after the normal workday, your sponsor may not be on board, but the OOD will help you until your sponsor returns.  Your sponsor will assist you with your check in process ensuring that you have met with the appropriate personnel.  The check in process can take up to five days.

Transportation to Boston:    If you are flying into Boston Logan Airport, you are authorized to take a taxi to Base Boston and give the above address as your destination.  The fare for a taxi should be less than $20 since the trip from Logan International airport to Base Boston is only 3.5 miles.  Your sponsor may be able to pick you up at the airport so be sure to let them know when you arrive into Boston.  

If you drive, you will need your Military I.D. and a vehicle decal to park on the base.  If you don’t have a vehicle decal, you will need your driver’s license, proof of insurance and vehicle registration to park on base.  During the core working hours of 0630 to 1500, parking is limited and if the lot is full, you will be directed to park off base.  There are parking garages within walking distance but the rate to park for the day is approx $15 - $20.	
	
Is it advisable to bring dependents with you when reporting?:  Arriving personnel should transfer their families with them to the area. However, when initially checking in please do not bring family members with you to the base until the check-in process is complete.

Military Bearing:  On board, salutes shall be dispensed to all Officers and the proper greeting will be made to all senior personnel.  Junior personnel shall sound off “attention on deck” and stand at attention when the Commanding Officer enters a room.  

WORK AND CREW

Typical SA/SN Job Assignment: There are a variety of jobs that SA’s and SN’s perform such as facilities support in the barracks and the Comptroller/Supply shop.  This could include clerical assistance or assistance with maintenance of the barracks onboard Base Boston.  

Typical FA/FN Job Assignment: FA’s and FN’s typically provide base support in the Facility Engineering and Public Services divisions. They also assist with building and grounds maintenance, and enforce environmental responsibilities for the base.

Ratings Present at Unit: IT, ET, GM, MK, EM, DC, SK, YN, FS, ME, and HS. Many other ratings are represented by Tenant Commands.

Striking a Rate:  The Coast Guard allows FN/SN to advance to petty officer in certain ratings through “on the job training”, called striking, in lieu of formal schools.  Due to the diversity of rates on board the Base and at Tenant Commands, many of these rates are available.  A non-rate can strike: Boatswains Mate (Deck or Navigation) (BM), Damage Controlman (DC), Electricians Mate (EM), Food Service Specialist (FS), Machinery Technician (MK), and Store Keeper (SK).  If not striking a rate, many FN/SN apply for an “A” school in their desired rate.  With a wide variety of opportunities, BASE BOSTON is a great training platform.

Uniform normally worn during the workday:  Operational Dress Uniform (ODU).

Watch Type and Duty Rotation for SA/SN & FA/FN:  Personnel will stand a security watch or work with the Coast Guard Boston Color Guard.  A determination will be made shortly after reporting.


LOCAL INFORMATION AND HOUSING


[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Average Temperature:		SUMMER: 78°F (high) & 63°F (low)
				WINTER:   38°F (high) & 25°F (low)

Nearest Cities:
Boston (local)

Nearest Airports:
Boston Logan International Airport BOS (3.5mi)
	
Nearest Military Facilities:
Hanscom AFB is located in Bedford MA approximately 24 miles away from unit.

Location of nearest Exchange and Commissary:
CG Exchange – On Base
Large Military Exchange & Commissary – Hanscom AFB (24 mi)

Local banks:  Most members choose to stay with their home bank. However, Hanscom Federal Credit Union, Bank of America, Sovereign Bank, Citizens Bank, TD Bank, Century Bank, Citibank, Wells Fargo, Washington Mutual, and several others are available.

Is there a Credit Union in the area?:  Yes- Hanscom Federal Credit Union, located at Hanscom AFB. There are several branches in downtown Boston as well (www.hfcu.org). 

Auto insurance rates for typical 18-20 YR old:
Single Male:      $150 - $200/month (depends on driving history)
Single Female:  $125 - $175/month (depends on driving history)
Insurance rates vary, please check with your current insurance agent for Boston rates.

Auto insurance rates for a typical young family: $250/month

Local area schools:  Schools are excellent in the Boston and surrounding area. If you are considering Hanscom AFB, there are excellent schools in the Bedford, MA district.

Dependents medical care:  Upon checking in, members will set up an appointment with the health care advisor at the CG Base Boston Clinic.  The advisor will give the member a list of providers available in the area for his/her family.  The member selects a provider based on the family’s specific needs.

TRICARE levels available:  Standard/Prime/Extra. An additional TRICARE Prime option available in the Boston area is the US Family Health Plan (http://www.usfhp.com/). Please visit the website for details.

Continuing education available in the area:  Boston is known world-wide for its excellent education opportunities.  Base Boston has a partnership with Endicott College, which offers classes at the base during lunch hours.  The unit Education Services Officer is Mr. Bob Plumpton and he will be part of your check-in.  Base Boston offers DANTES and CLEP exams.  There are numerous colleges and universities in and around Boston. 

Religious denominations in the area:  All denominations are available.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]Quarters and/or barracks available:  Yes.  Contact the Base Boston Barracks Manager at (617) 223-3171 for details.

Where will a single non-rate likely live?:  In the barracks on board Base Boston.  

Is Government Owned Housing available for married members?  Yes, mainly at Hanscom AFB.

Is leased housing available?  Yes.  Contact Base Boston Housing at (617) 223-3348 for details.  

Average cost of two bedroom apartment in the area: Varies $1200.00 - $1800.00 a month (without utilities) / Current E-2 BAH Rate: $1680.00 without dependents and $2229.00 with dependents.

BAH Rates Can Be Found At: http://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/bahCalc.cfm. Use zip code 02109.


CHARACTERISTICS AND MISSION

BASE Boston’s Missions:  
	Base Boston is host to many units including Sector Boston, MSST Boston, Station Boston, ANT Boston, CGC SPENCER, CGC SENECA, CGC ESCANABA, CGC FLYING FISH, CGC PENDANT and other small units.  Base Boston supports these units by maintaining a housing office, Comptroller/Supply shop, Servicing Personnel Office, Administration office, Facilities Engineer division, Electrical Support Unit, Navel Engineering Support Unit and various other offices.  
OTHER INFORMATION

Information a newly arriving member should know:  Base Boston is an excellent unit!   We focus on Safety, Professionalism and Teamwork.  You will find your shipmates helpful and excited about the job we do.  Boston is a great place to live with plenty to do in the local area.  There is a world class gym located on base and if you like to walk, Boston is an excellent walking city.  You can expect to work hard, have fun and enjoy your tour.  

How much personal storage space is available in my barracks room?:  The barracks rooms are usually two per room and each person has a large locker and a chest of drawers.  

Laundry:  There are laundry facilities in the barracks for personnel living in the barracks only.   

Personal Electronics:  Personal electronics, such as TV, VCR, DVD, game consoles, stereos and laptops are allowed on board.  Ensure items have been inspected by your berthing area MAA and that the items are properly secured and stored when not in use.

All crewmembers are happy to assist you or answer and questions you may have!
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