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Homeland Security

Homeland Security Master's Degree Base 
Program 

Managers and practitioners seeking to advance their careers or looking for a fresh start may be 
interested in the homeland security base program. The 33-credit master's program 
prepares graduates to be knowledgeable in homeland security policy, strategic development, 
planning, and implementation and enhances their relationship to protection of critical 
infrastructure and border security. The program offers a set of core courses and 
multidisciplinary electives.  

The curriculum offers a solid foundation in homeland security education while maintaining the 
flexibility to tailor your degree experience. For additional information on the degree curriculum 
path please see the curriculum map.  

Homeland Security and Defense Graduate Certificate 

The certificate in homeland security and defense is embedded in the master of professional 
studies in homeland security. The interdisciplinary nature provides a solid graduate-level 
education for managers and practitioners in the field of homeland security or emergency 
management. The curriculum aims to prepare participants by teaching about: 

major legislation shaping homeland security policy  
key actors and their interactions  
planning and organizational imperatives related to homeland security or emergency 
management  
impact of catastrophic events on society and domestic and global economies  

The 12 credits earned in the homeland security and defense certificate may be applied toward 
the 33-credit master of professional studies in homeland security base program.  

Homeland Security and Defense Graduate Certificate courses:  

1. P ADM 401: Introduction to Homeland Security  
2. P ADM 404: Homeland Security and Defense in Practice  
3. P ADM 802: Multifaceted Approaches to Homeland Security  
4. P ADM 803: Strategic Planning and Organizational Imperatives in Homeland Defense and 

Security  

Special Acknowledgements 

The homeland security and defense certificate has been developed in collaboration with the 
Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) and thus reflects the input of that institution and the 
Department of Homeland Security. Penn State thanks NPS for its support in this project. Penn 
State Harrisburg and the World Campus acknowledge Penn State's Office of Military and 
Security Programs' contribution to this program's conceptualization.  
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