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Integrated Support Command
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Phone: (804) 483-8590


CG ISC PORTS VA INST 5700.1C

28 October 2002

INTEGRATED SUPPORT COMMAND PORTSMOUTH INSTRUCTION 5700.1C

Subj:
AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE DONATIONS

1.
PURPOSE.  This Instruction sets forth the command policy regarding support of Red Cross

Blood Drives on board Integrated Support Command (ISC) Portsmouth.

2.
ACTION.  ISC Division Officers shall ensure wide dissemination of this Instruction and encourage participation in Red Cross Blood Drives.  Commanding Officers of tenant commands are requested to provide similar support.

3.
DIRECTIVES AFFECTED:  CG ISC PORTSVA INST 5700.1B is hereby cancelled.

4.
DISCUSSION.  Blood donations are a unique way to help other people in times of need.  They are also an appropriate complement to the Coast Guard’s life-saving mission.

a.
Each year, ISC Portsmouth hosts monthly blood drives conducted by the Portsmouth Chapter of the American Red Cross.  These drives are a vital part of the effort to maintain supplies of whole blood in the Tidewater area.  Some 450 pints of blood are needed daily to meet patient requirements within this area.  Blood donations are highly encouraged, but are completely voluntary.

b.
The possibility of contracting AIDS or any other disease by donating blood is virtually nonexistent.  All supplies used in collecting blood donations are new, sterilized, and only used once: to collect your donation.  Individuals who decide to donate blood are given a medical screening to determine eligibility.  All donations are screened for disease by a laboratory before being transferred to blood banks.  All blood donations not meeting stringent requirements are discarded.  Donations can only help others.

5.
PROCEDURES.

a. Red Cross Blood Drives are scheduled every month throughout the year.  The drives are normally held at Portside from 1000 -  1500.  Notifications of these drives are made via posters around the base, Plan of the Week articles, and E-Mail announcements.  The base marquee facing incoming traffic will display a notice regarding blood donations on the day of the drive.
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b.
Personnel desiring to donate should be in good general health, weigh at least 110 pounds, and not have donated blood within the previous eight weeks.

c.
All ISC Portsmouth personnel, members of tenant commands, and dependents may donate at base blood drives and are highly encouraged to do so.

d.
ISC Division Officers are encouraged to grant time for personnel to donate blood during these on-base Blood Drives.  Personnel who donate blood will be allotted time to recuperate (up to a maximum of one hour) at the blood donation site.  Personnel are expected to return to work as soon as they are physically able.  If a Coast Guard Medical Officer determines that a member/employee is physically unable to return to work, the member’s/employee’s Division Officers will assist in finding appropriate transportation home or to a medical facility if required.




//S//

R. D. GIBSON

Dist:
ISC Portsmouth Distribution Lists I, II, III
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