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SUBJ:  MOTORCYCLE SAFETY AND TRAINING REQUIREMENT FOR MOTORCYCLE

REGISTRATION

A.  COMDTINST M5100.47, SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH MANUAL

1.  THIS MESSAGE IMPLEMENTS A TRAINING REQUIREMENT FOR ALL PERSONS

APPLYING FOR A MOTORCYCLE REGISTRATION DECAL.  THESE REQUIREMENTS

ARE EFFECTIVE 01 MAR 02 AND WILL BE INCLUDED IN A PENDING REVISION

TO REF A.

2.  STATISTICS SHOW THAT MOTORCYCLING IS INHERENTLY MORE RISKY

THAN DRIVING A FOUR WHEEL VEHICLE.  TRAGICALLY FOUR COAST GUARD

MEMBERS DIED IN MOTORCYCLE MISHAPS IN FY99 AND THREE IN FY00.  IN

FY01 WE LOST AN INACTIVE RESERVIST AND SERIOUSLY INJURED AN ACTIVE

DUTY MEMBER IN MOTORCYCLE MISHAPS.  THERE HAVE ALSO BEEN A NUMBER

OF POTENTIALLY SERIOUS TWO-WHEELED ON AND OFF ROAD MISHAPS,

INCLUDING THREE INVOLVING MOPEDS, IN WHICH THE RIDERS WERE VERY

FORTUNATE TO AVOID MAJOR INJURIES.  CONSIDERING THE RISKS OF

MOTORCYCLE OPERATION, THE COAST GUARD IS ESTABLISHING NEW TRAINING

REQUIREMENTS IN AN EFFORT TO REDUCE THE INCIDENCE AND SEVERITY OF

CRASHES.

3.  NEW POLICY.  EFFECTIVE 01 MAR 02, ALL PERSONNEL MUST PRESENT

PROOF OF COMPLETION OF ONE OF THE MOTORCYCLE TRAINING COURSES FOR

STREET RIDING, AS DESCRIBED BELOW, ALONG WITH PROPER LICENSE

ENDORSEMENT, REGISTRATION AND PROOF OF INSURANCE, TO OBTAIN A

MOTORCYCLE REGISTRATION DECAL FOR ACCESS AND PARKING ON CG

FACILITIES (AS IS CURRENTLY REQUIRED ON DOD FACILITIES).

   A.  THE REQUIREMENT FOR TRAINING APPLIES TO ALL APPLICANTS FOR

NEW OR RENEWAL REGISTRATION DECALS, MILITARY AND CIVILIAN.

MOTORCYCLE OPERATORS WHO CHOOSE NOT TO APPLY FOR A REGISTRATION

DECAL ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO COMPLETE MOTORCYCLE TRAINING.

   B.  ONLY COURSES SANCTIONED BY THE MOTORCYCLE SAFETY

FOUNDATION (MSF) OR BASED ON MSF CRITERIA CAN BE USED TO MEET THIS

TRAINING REQUIREMENT.  THEY ARE:

       (1)  "RIDING AND STREET SKILLS."  TWO DAY COURSE DESIGNED

FOR BEGINNING RIDERS.

       (2)  "BASIC RIDER."  A NEW TWO DAY COURSE DESIGNED FOR

BEGINNING RIDERS.

       (3)  "EXPERIENCED RIDER."  ONE DAY COURSE DESIGNED FOR

RIDERS WITH PRIOR MOTORCYCLE EXPERIENCE.

       (4)  EQUIVALENT DOD, STATE, OR PRIVATE COURSES BASED ON MSF

TRAINING CRITERIA.

   C.  ALTHOUGH PERIODIC REFRESHER COURSES ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED,

ESPECIALLY WHEN RESUMING RIDING AFTER A LONG HIATUS OR WITH THE

PURCHASE OF A NEW MOTORCYCLE, A RIDER SHALL ONLY BE REQUIRED TO

ATTEND A SINGLE COURSE LISTED IN PARA 3.B. OF HIS/HER CHOICE DURING

A RIDING CAREER TO OBTAIN REGISTRATION DECALS.  PROOF OF COMPLETION

OF THE COURSES DESCRIBED IN 3.B., TAKEN PRIOR TO OR AFTER 01 MAR

02, SHALL BE ACCEPTABLE.  THOUGH NOT A REQUIREMENT, THE MSF ALSO

OFFERS A DIRT BIKE COURSE FOR OFF-ROAD RIDERS THAT IS HIGHLY

RECOMMENDED.

4.  ACQUIRING THE TRAINING SHALL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE

RIDER.  THE TRAINING MAY BE AVAILABLE FROM THE FOLLOWING SOURCES:

   A.  MILITARY BASES.  CG MEMBERS MAY OBTAIN TRAINING AT MOST DOD

BASES AT NO COST.  CONTACT BASE SAFETY OR SECURITY FOR DETAILS.

   B.  THE MOTORCYCLE SAFETY FOUNDATION.  MSF PROVIDES LISTINGS

OF COURSES GIVEN IN MOST STATES ON THEIR WEB SITE

HTTP://WWW.MSF-USA.ORG OR CAN BE CALLED AT (800) 446-9227.

   C.  STATE DEPARTMENTS OF MOTOR VEHICLES OR PUBLIC SAFETY.

   D.  PRIVATE PROVIDERS.

   E.  COMMUNITY COLLEGES, COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES.

   F.  MOTORCYCLE MANUFACTURERS, DEALERSHIPS AND CLUBS.

   G.  COAST GUARD INSTRUCTORS.  THOUGH THERE ARE A LIMITED

NUMBER OF CG INSTRUCTORS WHO MAY OFFER COURSES, THIS CHANGE IN

MOTORCYCLE TRAINING POLICY IS NOT INTENDED TO ENCOURAGE ADDITIONAL

COMMITMENT OF CG RESOURCES. THE CG DOES NOT HAVE CONCENTRATED LARGE

POPULATION CENTERS LIKE THE OTHER MILITARY SERVICES, AND

MAINTENANCE OF A CORPS OF IN-HOUSE MSF INSTRUCTORS HAS PROVED TO BE

INEFFICIENT AND INEFFECTIVE.  SINCE STATE AND LOCAL INSTRUCTORS

OFTEN EXPERIENCE DIFFICULTY SECURING TRAINING SITES, COMMANDS MAY

OFFER USE OF FACILITY PROPERTY AS AN INCENTIVE FOR AN OUTSIDE

INSTRUCTOR TO PROVIDE A COURSE.

5.  DEPENDING ON THE PROVIDER AND COURSE, COSTS FOR THE TRAINING

RANGE FROM FREE TO APPROX 180 DOLLARS.  COSTS INCURRED BY THE

MEMBER CAN OFTEN BE RECOVERED AS FOLLOWS:

   A.  MANY INSURANCE COMPANIES ALLOW A 10-15 PCT DISCOUNT ON

MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE PREMIUMS FOR GRADUATES OF MSF COURSES. MANY

RIDERS WILL RECOVER COSTS OF TRAINING IN ONE OR TWO YEARS THROUGH

REDUCED PREMIUMS.

   B.  MANY MOTORCYCLE MANUFACTURERS, DEALERSHIPS AND ORGANIZATIONS

PROVIDE A FORM OF MONETARY REIMBURSEMENT OR CREDIT ON PURCHASES OF

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES FOR PERSONS COMPLETING MSF TRAINING. THIS MAY

OR MAY NOT BE LINKED TO MOTORCYCLE PURCHASE.

6.  COMMANDS ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO ASSIST MEMBERS IN

SCHEDULING TIME TO ATTEND REQUIRED TRAINING.  CG CIVILIAN

EMPLOYEES MUST EITHER USE ANNUAL LEAVE OR NON-DUTY HOURS (A

REGULAR-DAY-OFF (RDO), LEAVE WITHOUT PAY, TIME BEFORE OR AFTER THE

SCHEDULED WORK DAY) TO ATTEND TRAINING.  MOST COURSES ARE HELD ON

WEEKENDS.  IN INSTANCES WHERE TRAINING IS NOT CONVENIENTLY

AVAILABLE, COMMANDERS MAY ELECT TO DELAY IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS

POLICY UP TO SIX MONTHS TO ALLOW CURRENT RIDERS MORE TIME TO OBTAIN

THE TRAINING.  THIS POLICY SHALL NOT LIMIT COMMANDERS IN

ESTABLISHING MORE STRINGENT LOCAL POLICIES WHERE NEEDED DUE TO

LOCAL ROAD AND TRAFFIC CONDITIONS, CLIMATE OR INDIVIDUAL BEHAVIORS.

COMMANDERS MAY ALSO RESTRICT USE OF TEMPORARY PASSES WHEN THEY ARE

BEING USED ROUTINELY TO AVOID MOTORCYCLE TRAINING.

7.  THE EXISTING REQUIREMENT FOR ALL COAST GUARD MOTORCYCLISTS TO

USE A DOT OR SNELL APPROVED HELMET AND SAFETY EYE PROTECTION (AT

ALL TIMES AND LOCATIONS FOR MILITARY MEMBERS AND WHILE ON-BASE OR

IN A DUTY STATUS FOR CIVILIANS) REMAINS UNCHANGED.  ADDITIONAL

EQUIPMENT IN THE FORM OF GOGGLES OR FACE SHIELDS, AND DURABLE, FULL

COVERAGE, REFLECTIVE CLOTHING, GLOVES, AND BOOTS IS STRONGLY

RECOMMENDED.  WHEN COAST GUARD (OR DOD, WHEN RIDING ON DOD

FACILITIES) AND STATE LAWS CONFLICT, THE MORE STRINGENT WILL APPLY.

8.  QUESTIONS CAN BE DIRECTED TO MR. RODDY C. BACHMAN, COMDT

(G-WKS-2), AT (202) 267-1870.

9.  INTERNET RELEASE AUTHORIZED.

10. RADM JOYCE M. JOHNSON, DIRECTOR OF HEALTH AND SAFETY, SENDS.
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