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INTEGRATED SUPPORT COMMAND PORTSMOUTH INSTRUCTION 8370.2F

Subj:
POSSESSION OF PRIVATELY-OWNED WEAPONS ON INTEGRATED SUPPORT COMMAND PORTSMOUTH
Ref: 
(a) Ordnance Manual, COMDTINST M8000.2 (Series)

(b) Shipboard Regulations Manual, COMDTINST M5000.7 (Series)


(c) Property Management Manual, COMDTINST M4500.5 (Series)

1. PURPOSE.  To promulgate policies and establish procedures for possession, carriage, transportation, and stowage of privately-owned weapons on Integrated Support Command (ISC) Portsmouth.

2. ACTION.  ISC Division Officers and Commanding Officers of tenant commands shall ensure that their personnel are aware of and comply with the contents of this instruction.

3. DIRECTIVES AFFECTED.  INTSUPRTCOM PORTSVA INST 8370.2E is cancelled. 

4. SCOPE.  This instruction governs the possession of privately-owned weapons on ISC Portsmouth.  It does not apply to weapons issued by the Coast Guard to its members and employees for use in the performance of their official duties, including boarding officers, boarding team members, Coast Guard Investigative Service agents with proper credentials, and personnel required to be armed while transporting Coast Guard owned small arms, ammunition, or pyrotechnics.
5. DISCUSSION.  
a. Protection of all personnel onboard ISC Portsmouth from accident or injury is essential.  This instruction is intended to reduce the chances of accident or injury from improper possession and use of privately-owned weapons, including firearms, knives and other edged instruments, chemical irritants, and other items.  
b. Possession of privately-owned weapons on ISC Portsmouth is prohibited except as permitted under this instruction or authorized by the ISC Commanding Officer or the Security Officer per reference (a).  Except as otherwise provided in this instruction, all privately-owned weapons must be checked with the ISC Portsmouth Security Office.
c. Any person who possesses a weapon must also comply with applicable local, state, and federal laws, including:
(1) Section 922 of Title 18, United States Code, prohibiting possession of firearms by persons convicted of any crime of domestic violence or any felony;

(2) Section 930 of Title 18, United States Code, prohibiting possession of firearms or other dangerous weapons in federal facilities; and
(3) Section 18.2-308 of the Code of Virginia prohibiting concealed carriage of firearms and other weapons.

d. Except as authorized under this instruction, the holder of a state-issued concealed weapons permit may not possess a weapon on ISC Portsmouth.

e. Any individual who possesses a privately-owned weapon in violation of this instruction may be prosecuted under the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) or other state or Federal criminal laws.  

f. Any privately-owned weapon that does not comply with applicable Federal, state, and local laws regarding ownership, registration, possession, or transportation may be seized and turned over to the appropriate Federal, state, or local authorities for disposition.  Any unauthorized privately-owned weapon found onboard ISC Portsmouth will be seized and may be claimed by its owner at the Security Office.
6. DEFINITIONS.  

a. “Possess” means to carry on one’s person, whether openly or concealed, to have in a vehicle whether or not the vehicle is occupied, or to have in any locker, purse, briefcase, or other container to which the owner has unrestricted access.

b. “Privately-owned” means any weapon that was not issued by the United States Coast Guard to its members, agents, or employees for use in connection with official duties, and includes any weapon that is individually owned or is owned by any state or local government agency.

c. “Owner” means a person in possession of a weapon whether or not the person holds legal title to the weapon.
d. “Weapon” includes but is not be limited to a: firearm, including any “blank” or starter pistol whether or not capable of firing a projectile; BB, pellet, or dart gun capable of firing a metal projectile; knife with a blade longer than 5 inches or a switchblade or ballistic (blade-throwing) knife; explosive, destructive, or incendiary device; pyrotechnic device other than a fixed flare (road flare); electric stun device (stun gun); pepper spray or other chemical irritant; sword for other than military ceremonial purposes; spear, lance, or other throwing or thrusting instrument; bow and arrow; martial arts implement such as a nunchuk or throwing star; or any other item designed to cause bodily injury or property damage.  Reference (b) specifically prohibits possession of a knife with a blade of over 5 inches on any cutter.  The ISC Commanding Officer or Security Officer will make the final determination as to whether an item is considered a weapon for purposes of this Instruction.
7. UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL HOUSING.  Possession of weapons and ammunition is prohibited at all times in the Unaccompanied Personnel Housing (UPH) building.  UPH residents who do not have another place locally to store their privately owned weapons or ammunition may request permission to store them in the Atlantic Area Ordnance Support Facility Portsmouth (LANTAREA ORDSUPFAC).
8. LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL.
a. The following persons are allowed to possess weapons in the performance of duty on ISC Portsmouth: 
(1) Federal, state, and local law enforcement officers in uniform or upon display of proper identification if not in uniform;

(2) Security courier service personnel;
(3) Security personnel pursuant to a contract with the United States Coast Guard; and 
(4) Members of the Shore Patrol authorized to carry weapons.  

b. A law enforcement officer is considered to be in the performance of duty for purposes of this instruction if in uniform or required to carry a weapon under Federal, state, or local law or departmental regulations whether or not in an official duty status. 

c. An off-duty law enforcement officer not in uniform who is not required to carry a weapon under Federal, state, or local law or departmental regulations may either check his or her weapon with the ISC Portsmouth Security Office before entering ISC Portsmouth or place the weapon in a car trunk or other locked container.  
d. A law enforcement officer who is not in uniform or in a marked law enforcement vehicle shall inform the ISC Portsmouth sentry that he or she is armed on arrival at the gate.

e. Permission to possess a weapon under this paragraph is extended as a courtesy and may be revoked or rescinded by the ISC Commanding Officer.

9. Transporting Privately-Owned Weapons to Tenant Commands.  A Coast Guard member or employee assigned to a tenant command with an authorized armory may request written permission from the ISC Commanding Officer via his or her chain of command to transport a privately-owned weapon through ISC Portsmouth for storage in the command’s armory.  Permission should be requested at least one business day in advance.  If permission is granted, the following provisions apply:

a. The member or employee must comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws;

b. All firearms must be unloaded and in a locked container other than the vehicle’s console or glove compartment;

c. The container must remain locked at all times and the firearms may not be removed or displayed until delivered to the armory; 
d. The member or employee shall inform the ISC Portsmouth sentry that he or she possesses a weapon upon arrival at the gate, provide written proof of permission, and make all weapons available for inspection upon request; and

e. The ISC Portsmouth Security Watch Commander will notify the tenant command’s OOD or watch center that the individual is enroute with a privately-owned weapon.

10. Participation in Organized Shooting Activities.  A Coast Guard member or employee assigned to ISC Portsmouth or a tenant command who participates in organized shooting activities may request written permission from the ISC Commanding Officer via his or her chain of command to temporarily store firearms in a privately-owned vehicle.  Permission should be requested at least one business day in advance.  If permission is granted, the following provisions apply:

a. The member or employee must comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws;

b. All firearms must be unloaded and in a locked container other than the vehicle’s console or glove compartment;

c. The container must be locked in the vehicle trunk if in a sedan or in a locked area of the vehicle and protected from public view if in a different type of vehicle;

d. The container must remain locked at all times and the firearms may not be removed or displayed; 
e. If ammunition is carried separately, all ammunition must also be locked in the vehicle trunk if in a sedan or in a locked area of the vehicle and protected from public view if in a different type of vehicle; and

f. The member or employee shall inform the ISC Portsmouth sentry that he or she possesses firearms upon arrival at the gate, provide written proof of permission, and make the weapons available for inspection upon request.

11. MARITIME FLARES.  Persons who are authorized to use ISC Portsmouth’s boat ramp may, while transiting to or from the boat ramp, possess Coast Guard-approved maritime flares or pyrotechnic devices.  Any flare gun must be unloaded and in a proper container.
12. PROCEDURES.  Except as provided above, any person arriving at ISC Portsmouth with a privately-owned weapon in his or her possession must check the weapon at the Security Office prior to entering the ISC.  Unless other arrangements are approved by the ISC Portsmouth Commanding Officer or Security Officer, all weapons must be retrieved within five working days or upon transfer from ISC Portsmouth or release from active duty, whichever is earlier.  
a. Check-In.

(1) All firearms must be unloaded and presented to the security watchstander in a closed container or in plain view with the action open.  All weapons must be handled safely. 
(2) The owner must complete the top portion of the Privately Owned Weapons Custody Receipt (enclosure (1)) and give it to the Security Watch Commander. 

(3) The Security Watch Commander will sign to acknowledge receipt and give the owner a copy of the signed receipt.
(4) Weapons owners are encouraged to place all weapons in a locked container after the weapons are inspected by the Security Watch Commander.

(5) The original signed copy of enclosure (1) will be retained with the weapon until the weapon is retrieved from the Security Office.

(6) Security Watch Commanders will inventory all privately-owned weapons in the custody of the ISC Security Force at the beginning of each watch.

b. Return.
(1) Owners desiring to retrieve a privately-owned weapon from the ISC Portsmouth Security Office are encouraged to call the Security Office at (757) 483-8566 to arrange a convenient time. 

(2) The owner must present a copy of enclosure (1) and a valid military ID card or other valid picture identification.
(3) The owner and the Security Watch Commander will date and sign the bottom of the original copy of enclosure (1).  The completed form will be filed with the Security Watch Commander’s log for the day that the weapon is retrieved. 
13. TERMS OF STORAGE.  

a. Damage.  Temporary storage is provided as a courtesy at no cost.  The United States and ISC Portsmouth assume no responsibility for loss or damage except as otherwise provided by law.  

b. Duration of storage.  A weapon may be temporarily stored in the weapon vault at the Security Office for no longer then 5 working days unless otherwise approved by the ISC Portsmouth Commanding Officer or Security Officer.  Weapons will not be stored after the owner is transferred from ISC Portsmouth or released from active duty.  Any person requiring long-term storage must make arrangements off-base, with an authorized armory at a tenant command, or with the Atlantic Area Ordnance Support Facility Portsmouth (LANTAREA ORDSUPFAC).  The LANTAREA ORDSUPFAC may be reached at (757) 483-8530. 
c. Abandoned weapons.  Any privately-owned weapon temporarily stored at the ISC Security Office that is not retrieved after the owner has been directed in writing to remove the weapon may be declared abandoned in accordance with reference (a) and disposed of under reference (c).  
14. POLLUTION PREVENTION (P2) CONSIDERATIONS.  None.
15. FORMS/REPORTS.  None.


//S//



T. R. CAHILL
Encl:  (1) Receipt for Privately-Owned Weapon 

Dist:   List I, II, III, IV

	RECEIPT FOR PRIVATELY-OWNED WEAPON

	RANK/NAME: 
_________________________________________
	SSN: __________________

	UNIT:
 _________________________________________________
	TEL: __________________

	WEAPON MAKE/MODEL: _______________________________
	SERIAL# ______________

	CONDITION: ___________________________________________
	CALIBER: _____________

	AMMUNITION: ________________________ (caliber & # rounds)
	OTHER: _______________

	Scheduled Pick-Up Date:  _________________________


Check-In:

Initial:
_____  I comply with applicable federal, state, and local laws regarding ownership, registration, possession, and transportation of privately-owned firearms and ammunition.

_____  I am transferring my weapon(s) to Integrated Support Command Portsmouth Security for temporary storage.  Unless otherwise approved by the ISC Portsmouth Commanding Officer or Security Officer, I must retrieve my weapon(s) within five working days or upon transfer from ISC Portsmouth or release from active duty, whichever is earlier.  I understand that if I do not retrieve my weapon within this time, it will be considered abandoned and disposed of in accordance with COMDTINST M8000.2 (Series) and COMDTINST M4500.5 (Series).

_____  I release the United States and ISC Portsmouth from any claim for loss or damage due to fire, flood, or other event except as otherwise provided by law.

_______________________________________________________________

(SIGNATURE OF OWNER)

_______________________________________________________________

(SIGNATURE & BADGE # OF PERSON RECEIVING WEAPON)


_________________________
________________________

(DATE RECEIVED)
(TIME RECEIVED)
Return:
_______________________________________________________________

(PRINTED NAME/SIGNATURE OF OWNER)

_______________________________________________________________

(SIGNATURE & BADGE # OF PERSON RELEASING WEAPON)


_________________________
________________________


(DATE RETURNED)
(TIME RETURNED)
1

