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BEHIND THE SCENES

Welcome to the U.S. Coast Guard Band’s new quarterly flier! Along with the
change of each season, you can anticipate receiving a new flier in your
mailbox. (If you prefer to read the flier early, you may do so on our website.) Each
issue will contain an article written by a member of the Band about life behind the
scenes in Leamy Hall, an interview with a specific instrumentalist, and a schedule of
performances in Connecticut, around the nation, and around the world.

At 8:30 a.m., with steaming mugs of coffee and air redolent of spray starch and shoe
polish, musicians in the U.S. Coast Guard Band muster to pass word about upcoming
gigs, uniform policies, and changes to the schedule. After warming up instruments with
softly played scales and excerpts executed at full volume, rehearsal begins at 9 a.m.
with a sonorous tuning “A” played by principal oboist MUC Steve Wade. Commander
Megan and CWO Wyman lead the morning’s rehearsal through the week’s repertoire of
marches, medleys, and symphonic arrangements.

During the lunch break, musicians run, cycle, and lift weights in the newly-
renovated gyms in Billard Hall, while others enjoy walks around the scenic Coast Guard
Academy campus, with views of the Thames River and occasional submarines headed
out to sea. Some munch on sandwiches and sip lattes at a coffee shop or eat chicken
tikka masala or palak paneer at an Indian restaurant in downtown New London.

In the afternoon, in addition to small ensemble rehearsals and individual practice
time, the classically-trained musicians perform myriad collateral duties to support the
organization. The list reads like an impossible to do list fashioned by a demanding
spouse: keep the financial books organized; order supplies like reeds and valve
oil; compose and arrange music; distribute sheet music and keep the music library
well-ordered; engineer recordings; coordinate the Band’s master schedule of future
performances; plan local “run-out” concerts and national tours; fashion vouchers for
reimbursable expenses after touring; publicize concerts; design publicity materials;
update the Band’s website; arrange and perform on Chamber Players Recitals; plan
educational programs and concerts; document and research the Band’s history; prepare
for auditions for open billets; write awards; and while on tour, load and unload
equipment at each performing venue. Before enlisting, each Band member understands
that in addition to playing his or her instrument, he or she will be required to pitch in
and perform at least one collateral duty.

While it is sometimes flattering to be thought of as a college-aged youth, no, we
are not Coast Guard Academy cadets, to answer a frequent question. It is typical for
Band members to have upwards of six years of training at a university or conservatory
and most have professional musical experience prior to joining the Band. While some
have familiarity with an office setting, most learn collateral duties on the job. MUC
Adam Crowe, for instance, created the Band’s stylish and informative website based
on a template from Coast Guard Headquarters. Prior to enlisting with the Coast Guard
Band, the talented tubist never imagined he would be designing a website for a premier
military band.

No two days are ever alike and Coast Guard Band musicians have a high rate of job
satisfaction, as evidenced by the twenty to thirty year careers of most members. After
retirement, many continue performing in the area or pursue second careers in avocations
honed during their time in the Coast Guard.
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Owunaner Swx Gneww FSrrni HIFXSr began playing the euphonium in elementary school in her
hometown of Fairfield, Illinois. She soon began dreaming of a life-long
career in music, and at the age of 16, left home to pursue that dream.
Denton earned her high school diploma from Interlochen Arts Academy in
Interlochen, Michigan, a bachelor’s degree in both music performance and
education from Ithaca College in Ithaca, New York, and began graduate
studies at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New York. While
attending Eastman, Bonnie won a position with the United States Military
Academy Band at West Point, New York, and served in the Army for three
years. While at West Point, Bonnie married Coast Guard Band tubist MUCS
Richard Denton, moving to Connecticut at the end of her enlistment. She
continued to teach and perform and also earned a degree in massage
therapy before joining the Coast Guard Band in December 2006.
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[ began playing the euphonium when | was 9 years old and in the fourth grade. Our class had the
opportunity to try out almost every instrument before choosing one. | really liked the oboe and was hoping
to be able to start on it. | loved the way it made my lips tingle! However, the euphonium had two things
going for it that the oboe did not: it was free because the school owned many of the larger instruments and
no one else had picked the euphonium. | have no regrets over my decision.

[evxliviwsqisri {lIs irgsyvekih }syv qywgep efmpmniwC

Most definitely. My first band director, Ted Hartley, was a big influence on my early musical
development. | remember him encouraging my abilities by giving me very difficult solos to play. | didn't
know any differently, so I just learned the music without realizing that it should have been a big challenge.
My family was also extremely supportive from the very beginning—they still are! I also had another
musical mentor who helped me along the way. Andy Miller, now principal tuba in the Alabama Symphony,
took me under his wing in many ways. He is five years my senior and we both grew up in Fairfield, Illinois.
While I was in high school and he was in college, | would corner him every chance | got when he came
home from school breaks. | remember playing duets in his basement and listening to lots of recordings.
Those times really ignited my passion for music because he opened many doors that I didn’t even know
existed.

Hs }sy gsqi jvsq e qywigep jeqm}C
Yes and no. My father was a radio announcer and had a wonderful singing voice. My mother claims
that she cannot play the radio and seems to be tone deaf!

Hs }sy irns} xieghirkC

Very much. | had a unique experience last fall as the sabbatical replacement for my former teacher,
Mark Kellogg, at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New York. | was responsible for the private
instruction of four euphonium students and | had a great time teaching such talented musicians. The CG
Band was instrumental in allowing me this opportunity since it required flying to Rochester on Wednesday
evenings, teaching all day Thursday, flying home Thursday evening and returning to work on Friday
morning.

[ lir }sy evirix {svonrk) {lex evi }sy yt xsC
My husband and I are usually running after our 4 year old son, Henry. My family is my second full-
time job.
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[ love to cook (and eat!) and am always on the lookout for new recipes and healthy ways to prepare
food. Exercise is a big part of my life as well and we try, as a family, to make it a part of each day. |
also feel like | have many hobbies that don’t get much of my time anymore—knitting, cross-stitch and
scrapbooking, just to name a few.

Sj {lexeggsgtmlgirx evi }sy gswx tvsyhC

Professionally, I'm most proud of the fact that | have won positions with two different military bands.
From January 1999 to March 2001, | played with the United States Military Academy Band at West Point.
There are only a handful of full-time performing positions for euphonium in the military, and having the
opportunity to play with two premier-level ensembles is a great honor. Personally, I'm most proud of my
family and being a mother.
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The Band celebrates Pefsv He} in style with a special performance at historic Fort Trumbull. The highlighted
work is Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture, complete with the explosive canons of the Newport Artillery. The U.S. Coast
Guard Cutter Eagle will be docked and open for tours. In addition, special displays about the history of the United
States Coast Guard and its Band are featured.
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The spotlight shines on several Wtigxegypev Wspsmixi: Soprano Musician Tst Class Lisa Williamson and guest tenor
perform duets and arias, and the Adams unite: Chief Musician Adam Williamson conducts Chief Musician Adam
Crowe, tuba soloist, in Edward Gregson’s Tuba Concerto.
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On December 16, the Band performs in Chicago at the prestigious Midwest Clinic, a conference for band
and orchestra musicians and other music enthusiasts. Hear a Orh4{ iwx Tvizni€: MUT Lisa Williamson sings three
Cabaret Songs by William Bolcolm and Chief Musician Josh Thomas, alto saxophone, performs Ingolf Dahl’s virtuosic
Concerto.
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Join the Coast Guard Band in Qyuwng jsv xli Lsphe}w, a celebration of the festive holiday season. The 2 p.m.
performance is about an hour in length and an ideal way to observe the holiday season with young children, while
the evening concert is a full-length event.

Chamber Players
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The United States Coast Guard Band Chamber Players open their 2009-2010 concert season with a special
program featuring several of the fine chamber music groups associated with the United States Coast Guard Band.
The first performance, including great works by Richard Strauss, Igor Stravinsky, and John Cheetham, takes place on
Wednesday, September 16 at Central Connecticut State University, and is repeated in Leamy Hall Auditorium at the
Coast Guard Academy on September 20.
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Around the State, Around the Nation
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The talented ensemble premieres and records Jvegxyvih Gsqtsyrh by Neil Thornock, Assistant Professor of
Music Composition and Theory at Brigham Young University
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Xhi Y2W2 Gsewx Kvevh Ferh
Wednesday, December 16
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