VSC

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING T

THE FIRST DISTRICT, SOUTHERN REGION, UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

AUXILIARY and THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION and CERTAIN CONNECTICUT

MUNICIPALITIES REGARDING PARTICIPATION IN THE COAST GUARD

VESSEL SAFETY CHECK PROGRAM

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING, entered into by the parties specified herein
is in furtherance of their goals in promoting boating safety by encouraging boat owners to
participate in voluntary Vessel Safety Checks ("VSC") conducted by qualified Examiners.

NOW THEREFORE, THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS:

A. PARTIES. The Parties to this Agreement (collectively "VSCP parties") are the First District
(Southern Region) United States Coast Guard Auxiliary ("CGAUX"), the State of Connecticut
Department Of Environmental Protection ("DEP") and the participating municipalities
("Municipalities"). '

B.

AUTHORITY. This Agreement is authorized under the following provisions of law and
policy: -

SN~

46 U.S.C. § 822(c)

46 U.S.C. § 13106

46 U.S.C. § 13109

Vessel Safety Check Program Instruction, COMDTINST 16796.7
Vessel Safety Check Manual, COMDTINST M16796.8

Rule 3(h) of the Inland Rules of the Road, 33 U.S.C. §2002-2038

C. RESPONSIBILITIES:

1.

First District, Southern Region, United States Coast Guard Auxiliary. The CGAUX,
by its District Commodore or such persons who may be appointed by the District
Commodore to be the District Commodore's representative or representatives, will
perform the following:

a. The CGAUX shall promulgate the requirements for the VSCP, and VSC Manuals and
forms that must be used for all VSCs as they may be amended from time to time by
relevant Coast Guard Auxiliary authority, determine which types of watercraft are
eligible for the program, and establish specific criteria to be met for award of a VSC
decal. :

b. Pursuant to Section B.4. and B.5. (as they may be amended from time to time), the
CGAUX will ensure the VSCP is implemented in a manner that will benefit the boating
public and is consistent with its stated purposes and goals by establishing and
maintaining oversight over authorized VSCP parties to this agreement.

c. The CGAUX shall designate a representative and an alternate to serve on the
Connecticut VSCP Steering Committee ("Committee"). The Committee shall consist of
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representatives from the CGAUX, DEP, Municipalities and any other representatives
that may from time to time be appointed to the Committee by the CGAUX. The
Committee shall operate pursuant to such rules as may be agreed to by the VSCP parties.
d. Provide the initial VSCP “Train the Trainer” and Examiners’ training courses.
e. The CGAUX will coordinate with the DEP's designated representative to develop a
VSC decal design that will satisfy the DEP's requirements while remaining in
conformance to such designs as may from time to time be approved by United States
Coast Guard Auxiliary. The CGAUX will advise the DEP's designated representative of
its sources for the production of VSC decals. Nothing in this agreement shall, however
require CGAUX to print or use any decals other than those supplied to CGAUX by the
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary.
f. The CGAUX shall distribute to all parties in a seasonably timely manner the
- information compiled by the VSCP parties regarding the number of vessel examinations
conducted and the number of decals issued.

2. STATE OF CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION.

a. The State of Connecticut's designated representative for the VSCP will be the DEP
State Boating Law Administrator ("BLA").

b. The DEP will provide qualified personnel (who have successfully completed a DEP
and NASBLA approved boating safety course) for VSCP Examiner training provided by
the CGAUX.

c. The DEP agrees to reimburse the CGAUX for the cost of course texts and materials for
the personnel who DEP selects for training.

d. All DEP VSC will be conducted only when the vessel is not underway as defined in
the Rules of the Road [paragraph 2 (f)] and shall use only forms approved by CGAUX
for VSCP.

e. The DEP BLA may designate representatives for the BLA to serve on the Committee.
f. The DEP will cooperate with all VSCP partners to actively market and promote boater
awareness of the VSCP and stress the importance of having a VSC performed on every
boater's vessel annually.

g. The cost of the decals, the VSC Manuals, the supporting materials, and Data forms
created by CGAUX or USCG for use in Connecticut, will be paid for by the DEP.

h. The DEP shall provide a yearly report to CGAX of the number of vessels examined
and the number of decals issued at the end of every calendar year, or such other date as
CGAX reasonably designates.

i. The DEP shall maintain a file of all completed inspection forms for CGAUX oversight
purposes for such period of time which may be agreed to by DEP and CGAUX.

3. The Municipalities.
a. To the extent that Municipalities wish to engage in conducting VSC, they will provide

qualified personnel for VSCP examiner training, who have successfully completed a DEP
and NASBLA approved boating safety course = The DEP agrees to reimburse the
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CGAUX for the cost of course texts and materials for Municipalities' personnel engaged
in VSCP examiner training.

b. All Municipalities VSCs will be conducted only when the vessel is not underway as
defined in the Rules of the Road (paragraph 2 (f) and shall use only forms approved by
CGAUX for VSCP.

c. The Municipalities will utilize their internal sources and cooperate with all VSCP
partners to actively market and promote boater awareness of the VSCP and stress the
importance of having a VSC performed on every boater's vessel annually.

d. The various Municipalities® designated representative for the Committee shall be the
BLA, unless the BLA, CGAUX and Municipalities agree otherwise.

e. All Municipalities shall provide a yearly report to CGAX of the number of vessels
examined and the number of decals issued at the end of every calendar year, or such other
date as CGAX reasonably designates.

f. All Municipalities shall maintain a file of all completed inspection forms for CGAUX
oversight purposes for such period of time which may be agreed to by Municipalities and
CGAUX.

D. POINTS OF CONTACT. Every person designated as a "Point of Contact" (ore
representative thereof) shall provide current telephone, facsimile and email addresses to all other
persons designated as a "Point of Contact." The following persons, by virtue of their appointed
positions, are designated as points of contact for purposes of this agreement, provided however
that each such designated point of contact may appoint a person to act on his or her behalf:

1. U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary: the Assistant District Staff Officer for Vessel Examinations
for Group Long Island Sound ("ADSO-VE-GRU/MSO-LIS") or any other person who may be
designated by CGAUX authority.

2. Department of Environmental Protection: BLA
3. Each of the participating Municipalities designate: as provided for in Exhibit A, attached.

E. MODIFICATION. This agreement may be modified upon the written consent of CGAUX
and DEP. Any other party not agreeing to any modification agreed to by UCGAUX and DEP
will be deemed to have withdrawn from this agreement, unless both the CGAUX and DEP
otherwise agree.

F. OTHER PROVISIONS. Nothing within this Agreement is intended to conflict with any
directives, rules, laws, regulations, policies, local laws or rules or ordinances (collectively
"Rule") of the United States, the United States Coast Guard, the United States Coast Guard
Auxiliary, the U.S. Department of Homeland Defense, the State of Connecticut or the DEP. If a
term or condition of this Agreement is inconsistent with any such authority, then that term shall
be invalid, but the remaining terms and conditions of this agreement shall remain in full force
and effect. Any party becoming aware of any judgment holding anything within this agreement
to be in conflict with any Rule shall timely appraise all other parties.
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G. EFFECTIVE DATE. The terms of this Agreement will become effective upon the date
which this Agreement is signed by the designated representatives of both the DEP and the
USCG. It will be deemed to be modified when any other entity becomes a party hereto by
executing a form attached hereto as Exhibit A. This agreement may be signed and transmitted
by facsimile, which shall be treated as an original. This agreement and any modifications thereto
may be executed on behalf of DEP or CGAUX on behalf of the respective named signatories by
any person designated by such named signatory to execute this agreement on his behalf.

H. TERMINATION. The terms of this Agreement, and any terms as meodified in the manner
set forth herein, will remain in effect until terminated upon agreement of all of the parties or by
any one of the following: CGAUX or DEP.

State of Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection

By: Arthur J. Rocque, Jr.
Commissioner
Date:

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, First Southern District

By: Nicholas Kerrigan
District Commodore

Date:
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APPENDIX A

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN
THE FIRST DISTRICT, SOUTHERN REGION, UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
AUXILIARY AND THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AND CERTAIN CONNECTICUT
MUNICIPALITIES REGARDING PARTICIPATION IN THE COAST GUARD
VESSEL SAFETY CHECK PROGRAM

By signing below for the below stated Municipality, the undersigned represents that he is duly
authorized to execute this Memorandum of Understanding on behalf of the below stated
municipality, and that the below listed municipality agrees to participate in a Memorandum of
Understanding executed by the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary First District Southern
Region and the State of Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection on

and all subsequent modifications thereto and comply with all of said
mumclpahtles responsibilities and enjoy said municipality’s benefits as set forth in such
Memorandum of Understanding and modifications thereto.

The point of contact for the below state municipality is:
Whose address is:

Whose telephone number is:

Whose fax number is:

Whose cell number is:

Whose email address is:

APPROVED

DULY AUTHORIZED

ON BEHALF OF THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY BY:

| APPROVED

Nicholas Kerigan
District Commodore, U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary
First Coast Guard District (Southern Region)
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Approved

wbs
Approved


ON BEHALF OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT
PROTECTION BY:

APPROVED

Arthur J. Rocque, Jr.
Commissioner
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