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UNIT NAME:  USCG AIDS TO NAVIGATION PORT O'Connor


Personal Mailing Address:
(Your name)


Officer in Charge

U. S. Coast Guard Aids to Navigation

2307A Maple St

Port O’ Connor, TX 77982

Commercial Phone #
(361)983-4313
Fax:  (361)983-2958


Web Site:
None

E-mail:
None

Unit’s Missions:
Aids to Navigation

Typical SA/SN & FA/FN Job Assignment:  CREWMAN, 20’Skiff/26’ TANB/55’ ANB, ATON TECH

Inport Watch type and duty rotation for SA/SNFA/FN: CREWMAN, ATON RESPONSE

Underway watch type and duty rotation for SA/SN & FA/FN: CREWMAN, DAY TRIPS, 

Special procedures for reporting after hours: CG STA PORT O’ONNOR (361)983-2616 

If boat is underway, where to report:  Station Port O'Connor

How much personal storage space: Very limited
Uniform normally worn during the workday:  ODU

Recommended uniform items in addition to sea bag issue:  None
Average Temperature
Summer 90/100    Winter 35/50

Unit Mutual Assistance Representative / Phone #:  XPO (361)983-4313

What type of continuing education is available within immediate area?  University of Victoria, Victoria College 

Ratings Present at Unit: BM, MK

Name of nearest city and distance:  Victoria, TX 50 miles      Port Lavaca 23 miles

Name of nearest military facility and distance:  NAS Corpus Christi, 85 miles

Location of nearest exchange and commissary:  NAS Corpus Christi, 85 miles

Religious denominations in the area: All

UNIT NAME:  USCG AIDS TO NAVIGATION PORT O’CONNOR     PAGE 2 OF 4
Area of Responsibility:  Colorado River to Sundown Bay, includes Matagorda ship channel, Matagorda Bay, San Antonio Bay, Victoria Barge Canal and Port Lavaca Bay & channel 

Uniform to report in: Tropical Blue Long

If sponsor not available, Recruit should ask for: Executive Petty Officer

Any other information a newly arriving member should know:  The community Port O’Connor, TX is 23 miles from the nearest town, Port Lavaca and 50 miles to the city of Victoria. Having transportation is a must. 
MEMBER WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Is messing available:  Station Port O’ Connor has a galley and serves 3 meals a day.
Quarters and/or barracks available: Initially until Apt/House is found in Port Lavaca

Rate of auto insurance for the typical 18-20 year old, single male:  $180.00 / mo 









single female:  $180.00 / mo

Is Unaccompanied Personnel Leased Housing available:  No

Where will a single non-rate live:  There are places for rent in Port O’Connor however, majority of the crew live in Port Lavaca or Victoria.  Port O Connor is designated a semi-isolated unit and a critical housing area. All members are highly encouraged to seek living arrangements prior to arriving.
Should member submit Housing application to housing office:  No

Where do most people bank:  Numerous banks available – USAA, Wells Fargo, IBC, First National

Is there a credit union in the area:  Yes

Is there a mall in the area:  Yes        How many stores?  Numerous

MEMBER WITH DEPENDENTS

Cost of average two bedroom apartment in the area:  $480 - $600 with or without utilities:  some

2009 BAH rate for an E-2 /E-4:  With $878.00 without $664.00. Port O’ Connor is listed as a semi-isolated and critical housing area.  Married members can request BAH rate protection. 2009 BAH for Victoria E-2/E-4 with dependants is $951.00

http://www.uscg.mil/ppc/rates.asp
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Is leased housing available:  NO

Is government owned housing available?  There are 8 houses in Port Lavaca on a first come first serve basis. Contact unit prior to arrival to check availability.
What is the average wait for a two-bedroom house/apartment:  Varies from immediate to 3 months.
Housing office phone number:  
Fax:  

Where do most dependents live:  Port Lavaca or Victoria.

Rate of auto insurance for typical young family:  $80/month

Where do most dependents receive medical care:  Port Lavaca Clinic

Where do most dependents go to school:  HJM, Jackson Roosevelt, Travis Middle or Calhoun County High

What level of TRICARE is available in the area:   STANDARD / PRIME / EXTRA

Is DELTA Dental available:  Yes

Is it advisable to bring dependents when first reporting aboard?  Read statement below.
READ! VERY IMPORTANT
Port O’ Connor is a very dynamic little beach community. Year round residency has a population of approximately 1500 people. During the warmer months it can quadruple. I highly encourage you to research housing opportunities prior to arriving. We have been designated a semi-isolated / critical housing area and housing is very-very limited including the neighboring town of Port Lavaca and the City of Victoria. The population of Port Lavaca is estimated at 15,000 and Victoria is 60,000 people. Most of the married crew with children resides in Victoria. Station Port O Connor has the ability to berth single individuals. You will have a rack and locker for limited personal items in a shared berthing (duty) room. If you have dependants and cannot locate immediate housing prior to arriving consider having dependants stay with family or friends if possible. I say this with the experience that most married recruits are newly wed and have this opportunity. There have been occasions members have shown up with dependants and had to stay in a hotel with little amenities for 2-3 weeks. This can get very expensive! This does not always happen but it can.  Considering the housing issues transportation is almost a must. Members that do not live in Port O Connor take advantage of car pooling. Being assigned to a semi-isolated unit can be difficult at times. You are not alone. Stay in touch with the unit!
UNIT NAME:  USCG AIDS TO NAVIGATION PORT O’CONNOR     PAGE 4 OF 4

Have a Junior member describe the area, job and anything else of interest to a newly arriving member: 

 There is not much in the way of recreation to do on Port O’Connor except hunt and fish.  So if you are into those activities your in luck.  Most people live in Port Lavaca, it is your less than average little town, with a few fast food places, grocery stores etc... Victoria is 50 miles north and is a lot bigger.  There you will find more restaurants, stores, a mall and recreational facilities.  The job can be very stressful at times but makes the day go by faster.  You better like to get dirty as well.  Normal work days are from 0730-1530.  
Most days are not normal. 

