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UNIT NAME: CGAS Borinquen

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS: Commanding Officer
                                                             CGAS Borinquen
                                                             260 Calle Guard
                                                             Aguadilla, PR 00603

COMMERCIAL PHONE #  (787) 890-8400 		FAX: (787) 890-8407

WEB SITE http://www.uscg.mil/d7/airstaBorinquen/WelcomeAboard/WelcomeAboard.asp
					

UNIT MISSIONS: Search and Rescue, Law Enforcement, Migrant Interdiction

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Assigned to the Facilities Engineering Department. Job assignments are generally in the DC rating field and responsible for overall facilities upkeep. Unit encompasses a large area with over 200 housing units.

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: No FA/FN’s assigned. Past assignment was in the Security Department.

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN: Reports to the OOD for assigned duties when necessary. Responsibilities may include after hour traffic control, security issues, emergency response, duty driver and housing maintenance response.  

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: Same as for SA/SN 

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS: Check in at security gate for either Guest Quarter or permanent housing keys. Member’s sponsor will provide any assistance necessary including transportation from the San Juan airport. Distance is over 80 miles and traffic/driving habits in PR necessitate transportation assistance for a good first impression of the island.

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT: N/A

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE (IN CUBIC FEET):  Shipment of HHG for unaccompanied personnel is limited to 2,500 lbs due to limited storage space.  UPH personnel are assigned to a two-bedroom house with a roommate. Units do not have carports or garages so storage space is limited to the house itself. 2 and 3 bedroom family housing units usually have a carport. Most 4-bedroom units have a garage. A waiting list is available for detached garages.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: ODU

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE: N/A

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 	SUMMER  80 degrees	WINTER  75 degrees

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #:  ADMIN/SPO  (787) 890-8401

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: Local colleges are predominately Spanish language with textbooks in English. Local CLEP/DANTES program is exceptional. 

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: AET, AMT, AST,  DC, ME, MK, IS, IT,  OS, SK, YN

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE:  Mayaguez is approximately 20 miles south with Arecibo 35 miles east.

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: US Army Fort Buchanan, 70 miles to the east.

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE; CGES facility onsite; COMMISARY; US Army Fort Buchanan, 70 miles east.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: Catholic and Protestant services onsite.  

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY: Entire area surrounding Puerto Rico and the adjoining Caribbean Islands.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: Tropical Blue on initial report day during normal working hours. 

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILABLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR: Officer of the Day (OOD): 
(787) 306-7431

ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER SHOULD KNOW:  Please utilize your sponsor. Uniqueness of Puerto Rico and cultural differences make assistance necessary during initial check-in period. This can be a very rewarding and exciting tour but can be difficult during initial few days if assistance is not utilized.


MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  No

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE: E6 and below will be assigned to UPH. Normally E5 and below will share a two bedroom house.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD SINGLE MALE: 
							  SINGLE FEMALE:
Check with your insurance company for coverage.

IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE: Shared two bedroom house on base

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE: As soon as orders are received.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK: Current stateside banks are recognized in most cases. Most members remain with stateside bank. Local banks are very accessible and provide identical services as those stateside.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA: Yes

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:  Several malls and shopping centers are located within reasonable driving distance.  Aguadilla Mall – 5 miles, Mayaguez Mall – 20 miles, Isabela Plaza – 10 Miles, Plaza del Norte Mall – 20 miles.



MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA WITH OR WITHOUT UTILITIES: Most housing rents for established OHA rate.

OHA RATE FOR AN E2/E3:  N/A

IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE: Yes 

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING: 0 MONTHS

HOUSING OFFICE PHONE# (787) 890-8470		FAX# (787) 890-8471

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE: Base is very secure for children. Local off base housing is relatively inexpensive with a number of families choosing to live on the local economy. 

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL YOUNG FAMILY:
See data under single members.  

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE: Dependents of active duty members have several healthcare options.  Eligible dependents can receive health care from civilian medical providers by using TRICARE Standard or Extra. There are no enrollment fees associated with TRICARE Standard or Extra but some claims may require cost shares and claim submissions for reimbursements.  Eligible dependents can also enroll in TRICARE PRIME and select a Primary Care Manager (PCM) from the local civilian network provider pool or decide to enroll their family members to the CGAS Borinquen Health Services clinic.  Most families living in CG Housing choose to enroll their family members to the CGAS Borinquen clinic.  Emergent and Urgent concerns are addressed at the local hospitals.  If you obtain health care in the civilian TRICARE network consider the existing language barriers and keep in mind not all health care facilities offer amenities which are normally offered stateside.  

GO TO SCHOOL:  Local DOD school within ½ mile of housing area. Bus service is provided.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE: TRICARE Latin America & Canada (TLAC) offers all three TRICARE options (Standard, Extra and Prime) in Puerto Rico.

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE: Active duty CG family beneficiaries are not eligible for Delta Dental.  The CGAS Borinquen health services clinic does not offer dental care to non-AD beneficiaries.  Active duty family members assigned to CGAS Borinquen can receive desired dental care from one of many civilian TRICARE Family Dental Plan (TDP) network providers practicing in the local community if they are enrolled in TDP.  

All incoming CG family members are encouraged to consult our Beneficiary Counseling and Assistance Coordinator (BCAC) upon arrival to obtain current family health care benefits advice/information.

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING? Absolutely, this is a great cultural experience for all members of the family.

HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA, JOB AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER

Excellent opportunities to experience another culture.  Ample opportunities to enjoy island life for both single and married members with dependants. Water sports are unmatched INCONUS with snorkeling, diving and beachcombing very popular. People of Puerto Rico are very warm and friendly, especially on the more remote western end of the island. The island has grown and expanded much in the last 5-10 years providing shopping and entertainment opportunities within reasonable driving distances similar to INCONUS units away from the big cities. Generally, everything available to you in the states is here, but sometimes it is a little more difficult to find or get specialized items, but that is part of the excitement of living in Puerto Rico.
