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UNIT INFORMATION

DATE SHEET FILLED OUT:
June  10, 2011

District:  5



PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:

(YOUR NAME)

USCGC FRANK DREW (WLM-557)

4000 COAST GUARD BLVD.

PORTSMOUTH, VA 23703 

COMMERCIAL PHONE:  (757) 483-8760, EXT. 2




FAX: (757) 483-8400
UNDERWAY CELL: (757) 615-6901

XPO CELL: (757) 376-2026

XPO E-MAIL:  Jeffrey.r.arnold@uscg.mil

UNITS MISSIONS: Primary mission is servicing Aids to Navigation (AtoN).  Secondary missions include ice breaking, search and rescue and port waterways and coastal security.

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: All SA’s and SN are assigned to the deck department.  Typical duties include acting as a rigger on the buoy deck during AtoN operations.  Inport duties include preparations for AtoN operations and maintenance of the cutter. See SN Rex’s paragraph at the end of this information.
TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: None assigned.
INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  Newly assigned non-rates will break-in as a inport watchstander in a 1 in  3 day rotation.  Once qualified, you will be placed in the normal  rotation which is typically a 1 in 9 day rotation.

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: None assigned.
UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  Underway non-rates act as helm/lookout watchstanders when not on the buoy deck.  Typical rotation is one 4 hour watch per day.

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: None assigned.
SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  If import, report to ship directly.

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT:  Report to BSU Portsmouth PSSU and ask for CGC FRANK DREW Yeoman. If after hours, report to the BSU Portsmouth OOD. The security officer at the main gate will direct you where to report.
UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: ODU
RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE: Extra ODU and boots if available from lucky bag.

AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 
SUMMER: 80-90

WINTER: 30-40

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #: Contact Executive Petty Officer.
WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:  Numerous vocational schools, Tidewater Community College, Old Dominion University, Norfolk State University.
RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: BM, SK, FS, EM, MK, ET, DC.
NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE: City of Portsmouth is located in the Hampton Roads area of Virginia, which includes the cities of Norfolk, Hampton, Chesapeake, Newport News and Virginia Beach.
NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  CGC FRANK DREW moors at CG Base (BSU) Portsmouth.  Numerous Navy and Air Force bases throughout Hampton Roads.

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:  There is a small CG Exchange on board the BSU.  Large Exchanges Commissaries are located at the major Navy bases in town and a new CG exchange in Chesapeake, about a ½ hour drive from the cutter.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: All religious denominations are represented in Hampton Roads.
COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS:  CGC FRANK DREW typically works in the southern half of the Chesapeake Bay.  This area includes the Potomac River, York River and the James River.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN: Tropical Blue Long

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILABLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR: XPO, BMC Jeff Arnold
**IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL THE XPO, BMC ARNOLD, AT 757-376-2026**
MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE: Yes.
QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE: Berthing on board ship. Once fully inport watch qualified and E-3, you will be authorized a barracks room at BSU Portsmouth.
IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: Leased housing may be available for E-4 and above.

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE: On board ship until qualified; at that time BSU barracks room will be available.

SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE: No.
WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  Guardian Federal Credit Union, located on base.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA: On base.

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA: Many shopping opportunities available within a short drive.

MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  Contact Housing Office.

BAH RATE FOR AN E2/E3 with Dependents: $1316.
IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE: Conditional upon number of dependents, contact-housing office.

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE: No.
HOUSING OFFICE PHONE# (757)686-4080.
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE:  Most live in Portsmouth area. 

WHER DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE: Portsmouth Naval Medical Center.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAIL:
STANDARD/ PRIME.
IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE: Yes.
IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING? Yes, if you have already located housing. ***Be advised that many local apartment complexes are not very desirable. This is a large city with areas that you may not want to live. Please contact the housing office once you narrow down your choices, to get their opinion on your selections.***
HAVE A JUNIOR MEMBER DESCRIBE THE AREA, JOB AND ANYTHING ELSE OF INTEREST TO A NEWLY ARRIVING MEMBER.

LIFE ON CGC FRANK DREW (WLM-557)

WHEN I ARRIVED ABOARD THE FRANK DREW ON THURSDAY MARCH 20, 2008 I WAS GREETED BY THE COMMAND DUTY OFFICER FOR THAT DAY. EVERYONE HAD ALREADY BEEN GRANTED LIBERTY, SO I DID NOT HAVE THE CHANCE TO MEET THE REST OF THE CREW UNTIL THE NEXT WORK DAY. WHEN I SHOWED UP FOR MY FIRST WORK DAY UPON THE FRANK DREW I WAS WELCOMED BY EVERYBODY, THEY GAVE ME ADVICE ABOUT HOW TO HANDLE THE HUGE BINDER PLACED IN FRONT OF ME BY OUR XPO. INSIDE THIS BINDER HELD ALL THE QUALIFICATIONS I WOULD NEED TO COMPLETE IN MY TIME ABOARD THE FRANK DREW. SUCH QUALIFICATIONS ARE INPORT WATCHSTANDER (WHICH TAKES ABOUT A MONTH TO COMPLETE), HELM/LOOKOUT (ABOUT 3 MONTHS), RIGGER/TORCH (ABOUT 5 MONTHS), SEOPS (ABOUT 4 MONTHS). WHEN HANDED THIS BINDER YOU MIGHT WONDER, LIKE I DID, HOW YOU WILL GET IT ALL DONE WITHIN THE ALLOTED TIME FRAMES. IF YOU SPEND AT LEAST TWO HOURS A DAY ON IT, YOU WILL BE ABLE TO GET IT ALL DONE ON TIME. REMEMBER THAT GETTING QUALIFIED NOT ONLY HELPS YOU; IT HELPS THE BOAT. IF YOU WORK HARD, YOU WILL BE REWARDED. THE CREW ON THE BOAT IS FAIRLY SMALL FOR A 175’ CUTTER WITH A CREW OF ABOUT TWENTY AT ANY GIVEN TIME. MOST LIKELY BEFORE YOU ARRIVE ON BOARD, YOU WILL HAVE NO IDEA WHAT A BUOY TENDER DOES, I DIDN’T. WHEN WORKING ON THIS SHIP OR ANY BUOY TENDER FOR THAT MATTER; YOU WILL GAIN THE EXPERIENCE OF A LIFETIME. YOU WILL TASTE THINGS YOU NEVER WANT TO TASTE AGAIN THAT COME OFF THAT BUOY, YOU WILL GET COVERED WITH ALL SORTS OF FILTH YOU COULD HAVE NEVER IMAGINED, BUT WHEN YOU SEE THAT BUOY CAST AWAY, YOU CAN’T HELP BUT HAVE A FEELING OF SELF ACCOMPLISHMENT. YOU WILL BE PROUD TO SAY THAT YOU SERVED SOME OF YOUR TIME IN THE COAST GUARD ABOARD THE FRANK DREW. 

BY SN MELISSA REX

NOVEMBER 17, 2008

WHO’S FRANK DREW?

FRANK DREW WAS THE FIRST BORN OF FIVE CHILDREN. HE WAS BORN IN THE GREEN ISLAND LIGHTHOUSE IN GREEN BAY, WI ON MARCH 11, 1864. AT AGE 25 FRANK WAS CAPTAIN OF A PACKET STEAMER. ON JAN 10TH 1899 WAS APPOINTED AS ACTING ASSITANT KEEPER AT PILOT ISLAND LIGHT STATION. HE WAS THEN PROMOTED TO FIRST ASSISTANT AFTER ONLY 3 MONTHS. HE TOOK A POSITION AS FIRST ASSISTANT KEEPER AT THE GREEN ISLAND LIGHT OCT 31 1902. IN 1909 FRANK WAS PROMOTED TO HEAD KEEPER ON JULY 15. IN 1913 HE AND HIS BROTHER RESCUED TWO MEN AND TWO WOMEN; AND ASSISTED 24 PASSENGERS ON THE VESSEL KNOWN AS NEPTUNE WHICH WAS IN DANGER OFF THE ISLAND. THEN, TWO YEARS LATER HE HELPED A GASOLINE LAUNCH WHICH HAD GROUNDED ON ONE OF THE SHOALS OFF THE ISLAND. IN 1916 HE ASSISTED IN THE REMOVAL OF A STEAMER WHICH BECAME STRANDED AT THE SAME SHOAL. 1920 FRANK TOWED THE VESSEL HELENA AND THE VESSEL VANITY. BOTH VESSELS WHERE DISABLED BUT WERE ABLE TO GET TO THE MENOMINEE HARBOR SAFELY. FRANK DREW ALSO MADE TEMPORARY REPAIRS TO THE FISH TUG LOYD, AND IT TO WAS ABLE TO BE TOWED TO SAFETY. FRANK DREW RETIRED FROM THE LIGHTHOUSE SERVICE ON MARCH 31ST 1929.  FRANK DREW DIED UNEXPECTLY OF HEART FAILURE ON FEB 2ND 1931. IN THE LATE 1980’S THE COAST GUARD INTRODUCED A NEW CLASS OF BUOY TENDERS. FOR ALL OF HIS DEVOTED SERVICE THE VESSEL 557 WAS NAMED AFTER FRANK DREW. 

