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UNIT NAME:   
USCGC SYCAMORE

District 17 ALASKA
MAILING ADDRESS:



Commanding Officer

USCGC  SYCAMORE

PO Box 300

Cordova, AK   
99574-0300

CONTACT INFO:

Quarterdeck 

907-424-3434 


Cell


907-253-3435

Fax


907-424-5976
Website

http://www.uscg.mil/d17/cgcsycamore/index.htm
Email 


jens.a.saxum@uscg.mil   
YN2 Jens Saxum, Unit Admin 

MISSIONS:  
Aids to Navigation (ATON), Law Enforcement, Search & Rescue, Environmental Stewardship
AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY:

Prince William Sound, Gulf of Alaska from Yakutat to Seward

CREW:

50 total- 43 enlisted, 7 officers

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: 
BM, MK, EM, DC, FS, ET, IT, HS, SK, YN
TYPICAL JOB ASSIGNMENT: 
SA/SN: Deck Hand, General Quals

FA/FN: Journeyman Engineer, Fire Fighting, Safety, General Quals

INPORT WATCH TYPE:  
SA/SN/FA/FN: Quarterdeck watchstander
INPORT DUTY ROTATION:

1 in 3 while “Break-In”, 1 in 5 when qualified and in duty rotation
UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE:  
SA/SN: Daily bridge watches and deck work (Buoy deck rigger, ATON tech, line handler)

FA/FN: Daily engineering watches
REPORTING: 

Report in Tropical Blue Long uniform (“trops”), unless told otherwise by your sponsor. If SYCAMORE is in port, report directly to the ship and present yourself to the quarterdeck watchstander located on the bridge. If SYCAMORE is underway, contact the Housing Petty Officer or the Ombudsman prior to arriving for a pickup at the airport. 

Cordova Housing Petty Officer: 
907-424-5987 

DC1 Russell Dever
Ombudsman: 



907-424-5007 

Mrs. Michelle Keener
UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  

ODU

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  

Cold weather gear, coveralls, raingear, lifejackets, hard hat, and buoy deck gear will be issued by SYCAMORE as needed for your billet upon reporting.   
HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE:  
One upright locker (~4 cubic feet) and the space under a rack (~20 cubic feet) 
AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 

Summer: 58 F, overcast, raining (max 80)


Winter: 26 F, windy, snow/rain (min 10)
RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: 
Catholic, Baptist, Episcopal, Nazarene
MEDICAL CARE:
Cordova Community Medical Center, Ilyanka Health Clinic, or  Elmendorf Air Force Base in Anchorage
DAYCARE AND SCHOOLS: 
Local daycares, Mount Eccles Elementary and Cordova Junior / Senior High School

MUTUAL ASSISTANCE
HS1 Aaron Holm 

907-424-3434

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE: 
Tri Care Prime Remote

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE: 
Tri Care Dental – United Concordia is the recommended provider.

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:  
Educational Services Officer available aboard ship for distance learning & college classes
Prince William Sound Community College

NEAREST CITY: 
Anchorage, 350 miles (by ferry or plane only) 

NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY: 
Elmendorf Air Force Base, Anchorage 

NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:  
Elmendorf Air Force Base, Anchorage
NEAREST COAST GUARD UNIT:

Aviation Support Facility (AVSUPFAC) Cordova, 12 miles by car. 

Oct-Apr: There are only 4-5 personnel at the AVSUPFAC to maintain the facility. 

May-Sept: A Jayhawk helicopter is stationed here as a search & rescue unit. Non-rates interested in the Airman program can get exposure to AET, AMT, and AST rates.
COMMON PORTS OF CALL:
Kodiak, Ketchikan, Juneau, Valdez
QUARTERS:

Without Dependants: E-2 & E-3 are quartered on the ship upon arrival. Non-rates may live in government provided apartments once qualified as Quarterdeck Watchstander and Basic Damage Control. Average wait for non-rate housing is 3-6 months. Unmarried non-rates may NOT live on the economy.

With Dependants: Non-rates with spouses and dependants may live in government provided 2, 3, or 4 bedroom homes at Coast Guard Housing in Cordova. Non-rates who are married or planning to marry en route should contact the Cordova Housing Petty Officer, DC1 Dever, 907-424-5987 for more information. It is advised that married members report with their dependants, but not necessary. 

BASIC ALLOWANCE FOR HOUSING:
In case there is no space in the Coast Guard housing for married non-rates, these are the 2011 BAH rates for Cordova. An average 2 bedroom apartment costs $800-$1000 per month without utilities. 

E-2
w/ deps
$1,620.00 per month

E-2 
w/o deps
No BAH (Quartered on the ship or in non-rate apartments)

E-3
w/ deps
$1,620.00 per month
E-3
w/o deps
No BAH (Quartered on the ship or in non-rate apartments)
CAR INSURANCE RATES FOR A TYPICAL 18-20 YEAR OLD:

Male

$150 per month

Female

$125 per month
A car is not necessary to live here. The town of Cordova is small and a person can easily walk anywhere. Gas ranges $4-$6 per gallon depending on the time of year. Fortunately, you will not use much gas as there are not many places to drive. There are only a few roads that lead out of the main part of town, most for less than six miles. The Copper River Highway, aka The Road, heads out of town for 50 miles before ending at a gravel washout on the far side of the Million Dollar Bridge. Along The Road are hunting lands, fishing spots, numerous hiking trails, cabins, half a dozen glaciers (some of which came be reached by a short hike), a Forest Service campground, the airport, and a gun & trap club (all SYCAMORE crew have a membership at the range). 
LOCAL BANKS:

Wells Fargo, smaller Alaskan banks

SHOPPING, DINING, AND AMENITIES:

There are no fast food restaurants, night clubs, or big chain stores in Cordova. There are two grocery stores, a hardware store, a pharmacy/corner store/Radio Shack, and a few specialty shops. There are only a few restaurants in town, most of which close in the winter. Bidarki Gym is open year round with exercise classes, sports nights, a weight room, cardio machines, and a sauna. 
CELLULAR SERVICE:

AT&T has an arrangement with local providers for service. Most other large providers do not. Contact your service provider to find out if they have coverage in zip code 99574. If not, most large cell companies are understanding of military obligations. Because you are moving to an area without coverage on military orders, some will allow you to cancel your current plan with no penalties or at least freeze your service so you are not charged for time you spend in Cordova, up to two years at a stretch. Local coverage companies, such as Copper Valley Wireless and Cordova Wireless, are available. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
Cordova is an isolated town and SYCAMORE is an isolated unit. Less than 2,000 people live in Cordova year round. There is no access to the town by road, only by ferry or plane. Because of this, the crew of SYCAMORE is a tight bunch of people. Most enjoy the abundant outdoor activities available all year round. In winter, we snowshoe, hike, ice skate, hunt, snowmobile, or ski and snowboard at the local ski area. Spring, summer, and fall brings out the hiking, biking, ATVs, hunting, fishing, camping, and kayaking. You are not going to find better hunting or fishing at any other unit. (You may bring personal weapons and store them in the ship’s armory as long as you need to.) There are plenty of opportunities to get involved with the community and because it is such a small community, you can make a difference. Ask your sponsor if they have any recommendations on items to bring. When packing, plan on cold wet weather all year round. Rubber boots and Carharts are appropriate for any situation in Cordova. 
