UNIT INFORMATION
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UNIT NAME:   HEAVY WEATHER STATION APRA HARBOR

Date Sheet Filled Out:    11/13/12    District 14

Mailing Address:	USCG STATION APRA HARBOR
PSC 455 BOX 176
FPO, AP  96540-1056
Commercial Phone #	(671) 355-4820		 FAX (671) 355-4852
Command Cadre:
Officer in Charge: BMCS Timothy Tregoning
Executive Petty Officer: BM1 Joshua Grable
Engineering Petty Officer: MK1 Ryan Peryea
E-Mail (XPO): Joshua.Grable@uscg.mil
Unit’s Missions:	Port Waterways and Coastal Security (PWCS) is the primary mission we perform.  Other mission’s include: Search and Rescue, Homeland Security, Maritime Law Enforcement, Environmental Protection and Public Relations, 
Typical SA/SN Job Assignment:	Watchstander, Boatcrew, Boarding Team Member, Truck and Trailer operator, maintenance of station grounds, survival equipment and boats.
Typical FA/FN Job Assignment:	Watchstander, Boatcrew, Boarding Team Member, Truck and Trailer operator, maintenance of station grounds, unit engineering equipment, boats and housing.
Watch type and duty rotation for ALL E-2’s and E-3’s:  3 Sections, (port/starboard and LE/PWCS crew) with sliding weekends.   Currently barracks are being built at the station.  Once complete the duty crew (04 members) will stand a 24 hour watch.  Until the barracks project is complete, the duty section goes home at 1700, and is required to be in a half hour recall status.  



UNIT NAME:  HEAVY WEATHER STATION APRA HARBOR

Special procedures for reporting after hours:  The XPO and your designated sponsor will meet you at the airport for transportation back to the unit.  Be sure to tell your sponsor what you plan on wearing (uniform is not required for the long flight to Guam) and a description of what you look like.  It is highly recommended that you fly in on Thursday or Friday, this will give you time to check in with the administration department and barracks, and then you will have the weekend to adjust to local time.  Once at the unit you are encouraged to immediately contact your family in the states to notify them that you are safely on Guam.  The flight through Hawaii generally arrives on Guam at 1730 every night of the week.  There are other routes available, some through Japan.  You need to have a passport before you fly out (in case you are not flying through Hawaii)  Once checked into your barracks room, you will be directed on when you report to the station.  You will report in Tropical Blue Long with your orders and other important paperwork.  Travel with a set of ODUs fore daily work once you report in.   
How much personal storage space:  Barracks include: Individual room with a shared common area, kitchenette, and head.  There is adequate storage space inside your barracks room for most small personal items.  You cannot bring furniture or furniture sized items with you if you are staying in the barracks.  Personal storage is available at the unit in small stand-up locker.
Uniform normally worn during the workday:  ODUs
Recommended uniform items in addition to seabag issue:  Extra ODUs.  The Navy Exchange on base does not carry CG ODUs, so you will have to order them in from the UDC.  This may take more time than normal.
Average Temperature:  All Year: 90F. 6 months of a tropical rainy season and six months of a dry trade winds season.  Typhoon season is from July to December
Unit Mutual Assistance Representative / Phone #:  BM1 Chad Nicolai (671) 355-4820
What type of continuing education is available within immediate area?  University of Guam, University Maryland, and Distant Learning (Internet) courses for various other colleges.  
Ratings present at the unit:  MK and BM. The station located in close proximity to CG Sector Guam and three cutters (2, 110s and a 225) which has nearly all of the non-aviation ratings available. 
Religious denominations in the area:  All 
Uniform to report in:  Tropical Blue Long the morning after your arrival. Do not fly to Guam in your uniform.  Civilian clothes for the flight from your Home of Record to Guam are authorized.  The flight to Guam is extremely long lasting from 15 to 24 hours, depending on which coast you are flying from.  It is important that you are comfortable and that you get sleep.  Wear comfortable clothes
If sponsor is not available, apprentice should ask for:  XPO, BM1 Grable cell 671-687-3937.  OIC, BMCS Tregoning’s cell phone: (671) 687-1211
UNIT NAME:  HEAVY WEATHER STATION APRA HARBOR

Name of nearest city and distance:  Hagatna (8 Miles)
Name of nearest military facility exchange and commissary:  There are 2 exchanges on Navy Base Guam and a commissary.  Anderson Air Force Base is located on the northern tip about 45 minutes away.  Anderson also has an exchange and commissary.

MEMBER WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

Is messing available:  No, BAS (about $272.00 / month for food)
Quarters and/or barracks available:  Yes, Barracks include: Individual room with a shared common area, kitchenette, and head.
Rate of auto insurance for the typical 18-20 year old, single male/ female:  Varies, but higher than average.  Call your insurance company and make sure that you can retain that same insurance in Guam, and obtain a “no fault” insurance card before you and vehicle are shipped.  If you need to switch insurance companies you need to get it done as soon as possible.  Most members have USAA for all insurance and banking needs.  Most of the non-rates buy a cheap car here then sell it before departure.  Be forewarned, you will need to obtain a release from your lender to ship your car to and from Guam, so buying a new car may not be a very good idea.
Is Unaccompanied Personnel Leased Housing available:  No, Barracks are available.
Where will a single non-rate more than likely live:  Barracks on Naval Station Guam. 
Where do most people bank:  First Hawaiian / Bank of Hawaii / Federal Credit Unions (several options) / Bank of Guam
Is there a credit union in the area:  Yes
Is there a mall in the area:  Yes, Various.  Be very aware that Guam is a tourist area.  Prices in most stores and restaurants outside the base are very high.  Shopping off base on a regular basis may not be cost effective.  Mail order is often difficult because shipping cost is so high.  		
How many stores?  60+ Plenty

MEMBER WITH DEPENDENTS

Cost of average two bedroom apartment in the area:  $1500.00-$2200.00 (800-1200sq.ft.)
Is leased housing available:  No.  Member would receive BAH/OHA/COLA w/dependents.
Is government owned housing available:  Yes, on base
What is the average wait for a two-bedroom house/apartment: Varies, if you report off transfer season (around May-July) you can usually get in right away.
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Housing office phone number: Navy Housing Office: (671) 333-2081 (2082). It is extremely important that you let your new command know that you are married.  A pre-approval process is required to allow your temporary lodging while you and your family await housing. Your new command will assist you with this process.   A Welcome Aboard message will be sent to you out lining these details.  
Where do most dependents live:  Naval Station Guam, Gov’t owned housing.
Where do most dependents receive medical care:  US Naval Hospital.
Go to school:  Department of Defense Education school system for all grades. http://www.dodea.edu
What level of TRICARE is available in the area:  Tricare Prime

Is DELTA Dental available:  Yes
Is it advisable to bring dependents when first reporting aboard:  Yes
Area of responsibility (AOR):  Coastal waters surrounding Guam including occasional  trips to Saipan for Law Enforcement duties.  With the introduction of the 45 RBM, our AOR may extend to other islands under US protection.

ANY OTHER INFO A NEWLY ARRIVING APPRENTICE NEEDS TO KNOW
Call the unit once you have received confirmation of your orders and speak with unit XPO or EPO.  Call again as soon as your graduation leave starts, and once more before you get on the plane to pass your flight number and arrival time.  This will allow us to meet you at the airport, and we can answer your questions as they come up. 
Station Apra Harbor has a total of 20 crewmembers, with (2) 25 ft RB-S and (2) 45 ft RBM.  Since it is such a small station, it’s very important that everyone MUST be able to perform the assignments of their billet.  Anticipate little time off until you are qualified as boatcrew.   Leave is not normally granted prior to boatcrew qualification, which takes approximately 3 Months after your arrival at the unit.










UNIT NAME:  HEAVY WEATHER STATION APRA HARBOR

Additional Information:
We do law enforcement and search and rescue.  Coming out of boot camp the first thing that is expected of you is the successful completion of your boat crew qualifications, this includes knowing the equipment on the boat and how to use it proficiently.  This is not too hard, but once again very important because of being such a small station.  Once you’re a fully qualified boat crew person your next task will be to complete the qualification process to become a Boarding Team Member.  This may entail being sent to the Maritime Law Enforcement Academy in Charleston, South Carolina.  As a member of deckforce, you (SA/SN) can expect to assist with maintaining the boats, splice lines, clean the station and 
grounds, and other odd jobs assigned by your supervisor. We get underway a lot and you can expect that to take up a big part of your days.  As a member of (FA/FN) engineering you can expect to work on the boat’s engines and mechanical equipment.  You’ll learn basic engineering principals and care of the boats.  

Duty Schedule:
The duty rotation is port and starboard duty with sliding weekends.  In other words, your first week you will report at 0730 and stand duty on Monday and Tuesday.  On Wednesday after reliefs and quarters you will be released around 0930, then you will be on liberty Wednesday and Thursday reporting back to at 0730 on Friday to stand duty on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. The second week you will be on liberty Monday and Tuesday, stand duty Wednesday and Thursday and have liberty on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. On the third week as LE/PWCS crew you will come in 5 of the busiest days of the week to cover tasking and LE mission for the week.  

On Fridays we try and have an all hands PT session of the duty section choose.  During the duty day, gym time is authorized from 1130 to 1430 operations pending.  We take physical fitness very serious at this station.  The gym facility on the navy base is large with a full cardio/weight room, 3 aerobics rooms, a basket ball court, two racket ball courts, a full sized pool, running track, football/soccer field.

Recreational Activities:
Diving, fishing, snorkeling, hiking, mountain biking, windsurfing, para-sailing, hunting, boating, ocean kayaking, to name a few.  The weather is excellent all year round for outdoor activities.  
Guam is in close proximity to many other Asian countries (Philippines, Korea, and Japan just to name a few) that can be traveled to while you are on leave.  It is highly encouraged that you get involved with other activities during your liberty time.  Keeping busy while off duty is very important.  Guam is a great place to be stationed, but keep in mind that while Guam is a tropical paradise, it is costly and isolated.  Be prepared to spend extra on food, gas, and eating out.  Flying to the mainland on leave is also a pricey aspect of living here.  This should not deter you from coming, but you need to have an understanding that living on an island can create hardships for members and their families.
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Station Apra Harbor will begin a heavy weather training program starting JAN2012.  Heavy weather search and rescue operations are a unique mission.  The operational limits of the RBM are currently 8ft seas and 30 knots of wind.  When the station is authorized heavy weather operations, the operational limits will be 12ft seas and 50 knots of wind.  Your judgment and technical skills will be tested once qualified in heavy weather operations.  With the strong PWCS/LE mission and the beginning of a heavy weather program, you will be tested at Station Apra Harbor.  This is an exciting time to be stationed at Station Apra Harbor.  You have the opportunity influence policies and procedures that will affect future Coast Guard members.  Your tour will be challenging and rewarding.  Completing a tour at the edge of the Coast Guard Empire will be a unique milestone in your Coast Guard career.  

…Welcome aboard!

V/R
BM1 Joshua Grable
Executive Petty Officer
Heavy Weather Station Apra Harbor
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