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UNIT NAME:    USCGC BARRACUDA (WPB 87301)                                         

SHIPS MAILING ADDRESS:     	P.O. Box 1207; Eureka, CA 95502
PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 		601 Startare Dr; Eureka CA 95501

COMMERCIAL PHONE:  	707-444-0471/0472 	Ships Office
                                            	707-268-5160/5161 	Ships numbers at the pier.
                                  	        	707-442-0704		Ships Fax
				707-499-6150		OIC Cell
				707-499-6151		XPO Cell
				707-499-6149		EPO Cell

WEB SITE:  N/A					  E-MAIL:  N/A

UNIT’s PRIMARY MISSIONS:  	Maritime Homeland Security, Maritime Law Enforcement,
Search and Rescue

TYPICAL SA/SN and FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: On board CGC BARRACUDA you will strive to be called a CUTTERMAN.  As a Coastal Patrol Boat (CPB) crewman you will have some responsibility in all Cutter evolutions. You will be given a great amount of training and responsibility.  You are encouraged to fulfill your potential.  As a SA/SN you will be involved in all Deck department evolutions; hull maintenance, rescue and survival, ordnance.  As an FA/FN you will be involved in all Engineering department evolutions; preventative maintenance, diesel engine plant tune-ups, assisting with casualty repairs.  Both SA/SN and FA/FN’s will qualify as In-port Crewman of the Watch, Underway Crewman of the Watch, and FN as Underway Engineer of the Watch.  Both will participate in deck evolutions while underway (line handling, anchoring detail, boat launching) All crewmembers can qualify as Law Enforcement Boarding Team Members and as Boat Crewmembers.

INPORT WATCH TYPE & DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN or FA/FN:  Normally 1 day of duty in 5.

INPORT BREAK-IN WATCH TYPE & DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN or FA/FN: Normally 1 day of duty in 3.

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE & DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN or FA/FN:  Normally 4 hours on 12 hours off.

UNDERWAY BREAK-IN WATCH TYPE & DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN or FA/FN: Normally 4 hours on and 8 hours off.

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  Work with your sponsor on when you intend to arrive in town.  If the cutter is in port, your sponsor will meet you when you arrive in town, or pick you up from the airport.  Expect to spend the first night on board the cutter if other arrangements have not been made.

IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT:  Coast Guard Group Humboldt Bay, located within 1 mile of the Eureka/Arcata airport. Update your sponsor with any changes to your reporting time.  Group Humboldt Bay OOD contact information will be provided in your Welcome Aboard Sponsor Message.

HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE:  There is very limited personal space on board.  Currently four crewmembers share three lockers in the four man stateroom where junior crewmembers reside.  Aside from the locker there is space underneath your rack.

UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY:  Operational Dress Uniform 

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  Additional undergarments are highly recommended due to length of underway periods.  There are no laundry facilities on board.  Extra work uniforms are nice, but not required.
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AVERAGE WEATHER/TEMPERATURE:   CGC Barracuda’s homeport is in Eureka, CA. Here it averages 65 degrees in the summer and 45 degrees in the winter.  The ocean temperature averages 50 degrees year round which keeps the coast cool.  A couple of miles inland, temperatures reach 90 in the summer and into the thirties in the winter.  A short drive to the east and you can find snow during the winter months.  Eureka’s weather is similar to the coast of Oregon and Washington, winter months being cool and rainy.

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE:  CGC BARRACUDA utilizes Group Humboldt Bay’s Mutual Assistance Officer.  You may contact the Executive Petty Officer to initiate an application.

WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA:  Humboldt State University and College of the Redwoods are both located within 10 miles of our homeport.  Group Humboldt Bay ESO has access to CLEP and DANTES courses.

RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT:  Boatswains Mate, Machinery Technician and Food Service Specialist.  As far as being introduced to other rates as you determine a career path, there are several other Coast Guard units in the area where you will have access to YN, SK, ET, DC, EM, AST, AMT, AET, OS, HS, and MST’s.

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE: Eureka, CA is our homeport mooring.  The nearest major city is Redding, CA which is approximately 2.5 to 3 hours to the east. The City of San Francisco is approximately a 5 hour drive to the south.  

NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE: Travis AFB is 220 miles.

LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY:  Travis AFB is 220 miles.

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: Most, sponsor will confirm any upon request.

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  Tropical Blue.   More than likely the day you arrive in town will not be the day you officially report and start the check-in process.  Once you arrive, you will have an opportunity to change into the appropriate uniform prior to officially reporting in and starting the check-in process.

COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS:  CGC BARRACUDA’s normal area of responsibility to patrol  is Northern California, from the OR, CA border to Fort Bragg, CA.  However, the Barracuda conducts patrols throughout California to the Mexican border to include the San Francisco Bay area, Los Angeles, and San Diego.

IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILABLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR: The Executive Petty Officer or the Officer of the Day.  After normal working hours the Officer of the Day will be more than willing to answer any questions.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  Your sponsor message will contain a great deal of information for you.  It cannot be over emphasized the importance of working with your sponsor to help you manage your transfer and your expectations.  The nearest Government Housing is 3 miles from the unit.  It is highly recommended that you have transportation to be able to get to and from work as well as take care of personal needs.

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  Yes while onboard the cutter.  Being assigned to the ship, you will not receive BAS.  You are welcome to eat meals onboard the cutter anytime.  However, during liberty periods, you will be required to prepare your own meals with what is available in the galley.

RATE OF AUTO INSURANCE FOR TYPICAL 18-20 YR OLD:  The rates vary too much depending on driving record and type of vehicle, when you call, we can try to give you some insight based on our current crew members and your information.

IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Government housing in Eureka is very limited.  Single E2/E3’s generally live in UPH located at Coast Guard Housing.  Married E2/E3’s live in Government housing or on the economy.  If you receive orders, you will want to talk to your sponsor and the housing office about availability as soon as possible.
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IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  No.  

SHOULD A MEMBER SUBMIT A HOUSING APPLICATION TO THE HOUSING OFFICE:  Yes.  Both married and single members are required to submit housing application and it’s highly recommended that you do so as soon as possible.  Married members may be able to get a release from housing if requested.

WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING:  It varies depending on the time of year.  Housing is full to capacity with a slow turnover.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK:  There are several large banks in Eureka. US Bank, UMPQUA Bank, Wells Fargo, and Bank of America.

IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  Yes. Coast Central Credit Union

IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:   Yes with approximately 35 stores (Sears, Borders, Bed & Bath, Petco, Kohl’s).  There is also a Target, Kmart, and Costco in Eureka.  



MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  Most single members live in government housing located in Eureka, CA.

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE: The Coast Guard Unaccompanied Personnel Housing (UPH) in Eureka.  Eureka UPH unit’s are two bedroom apartments.


MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  $800 to $1000
					     WITH OR WITHOUT UTILITIES:  Without.

BAH RATE FOR AN E2/E3:  $1032.00 with dependants and $774.00 without.

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE:  Most families live in Eureka.

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  There are numerous TRICARE providers available.
 
WHERE TO SCHOOL AGE DEPENDENTS GO TO SCHOOL:  There are numerous elementary schools in and around Eureka that feed two middle schools and one high school.  There is an elementary school located across from Coast Guard housing with busing to middle and high schools.  There are several Charter Schools and a Catholic school in the Eureka vicinity.

WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE: All, including Tricare Prime Remote.

IS UNITED CONCORDIA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  Yes.

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING? Work with your sponsor and the cutter command to be sure.  The biggest concern is if you will be able to get into housing within a short time frame of reporting or if you can afford to stay on the economy while waiting.  There are no Military or Government Temporary Quarters in the area.  Depending on our operational schedule, you may want to consider your family coming with you or a couple of weeks behind you.
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