DATE SHEET FILLED OUT:  23 December 2011 District 1

UNIT NAME:  USCGC TAHOMA (WMEC 908)
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PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS:

c/o Commanding Officer

USCGC TAHOMA (WMEC 908)

Code 515 Bldg 170
Portsmouth, NH 03804
ATTN: (your name here)
COMMERCIAL PHONE # 

207-438-6650, fax 207-438-6655
WEB SITE: http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/Cutters.asp 
E-MAIL: First.MI.Last@uscg.mil 

Unit’s Missions:  Maritime Law Enforcement, Search and Rescue, Homeland Security and National Defense.

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  You will be working for the Deck Division conducting deck force operations which include exterior ship maintenance and preservation, helicopter operations, line handling, small boat operations as well as qualifying as a Helm/Lookout.  Inport and Underway you will be in the Mess Cook rotation.  Inport you will also qualify as a Cold Iron & Security (CIS) Watchstander.
TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT:  You will be working for the Engineering Department, overseeing general engineering/mechanical plant operation, maintenance, repair and preservation and qualifying as a Cold Iron & Security (CIS) Watchstander, Mess Cook, Auxiliary Watch and Small Boat Engineer.

· INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN, FA/FN:  On duty days you will stand Cold Iron Security Watch which entails making thorough rounds of the ship inside and out; approximately 1 duty day out of 3 during break-in period, 1 day out of 5 once qualified.  Your duty days consist of a 24 hour period restricted to the ship.  You can also expect to spend time periodically mess cooking in the galley.

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN:  two 4 hours watches a day

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR FA/FN: two 4 hours watches a day

SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING AFTER HOURS:  The Quarterdeck is manned 24 hours a day during inport periods.  The Quarterdeck will direct you to the OOD.
IF UNIT IS UNDERWAY, WHERE TO REPORT:  Report to the Servicing Personnel Office (SPO) at PSSU Boston.  Check in with PSSU Boston Officer of the Day once you arrive at the front gate of the base.  If calling prior to your arrival, call the base OOD, phone: (617) 223-3333.  Either the PSSU OOD will answer or Base Security will answer and transfer your call to the PSU OOD.  The OOD or front gate personnel can direct you to the SPO/Admin office.  PSSU Admin will arrange for you to either meet the ship at the earliest convenience or have you stay and work at the PSSU until TAHOMA returns to Kittery. If meeting the ship in a foreign port, you should have a passport and work with PSSU Boston to fulfill the training requirements for traveling abroad. Refer to Commandant Instruction 5000.5F,  Foreign Travel Passports and Visas, for further information.
HOW MUCH PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE:  Approximately 12 cubic feet, you will have room for approximately two sea bags, which can be placed in your rack and upright locker.  There is additional, but limited, storage available in your berthing area’s sea bag locker.  Be selective of those items that you bring with you.  Large items such as computers and other electronics gear cannot always be accommodated.  Laptops and a IPODs are a good alternative to home style systems until you secure off-ship accommodations.
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UNIFORM NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY: ODU 

RECOMMENDED UNIFORM ITEMS IN ADDITION TO SEABAG ISSUE:  Extra ODU
AVERAGE TEMPERATURE 

SUMMER:  75F
 WINTER: 28F

UNIT MUTUAL ASSISTANCE REP/ PHONE #:  ENS Hager   207-438-6650
WHAT TYPE OF CONTINUING EDUCATION IS AVAILABLE IN THE AREA: 

UMASS Boston, UNH Durham, UMaine Portland, Endicott College.  TAHOMA has deployed with a College professor on several deployments.
RATINGS PRESENT AT UNIT: BM, DC, EM, ET, IT, FS, GM, HS, MK, SK, OS, ME and YN, and during deployments AMT and AET..

NAME OF NEAREST CITY AND DISTANCE: We are located in Kittery, Maine, (on the Maine NH border).  Major cities are Portsmouth, NH (2 miles) across the Piscataqua River, Portland, ME (50 Miles), Manchester, NH (45 miles) and Boston, MA (58 miles)
NAME OF NEAREST MILITARY FACILITY AND DISTANCE:  Portsmouth Naval Shipyard.
LOCATION OF NEAREST EXCHANGE AND COMMISARY: Portsmouth Naval Shipyard.
RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA: Most Christian denominations and Jewish.
COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS:  Our operations normally take us as far north as Canada (Halifax, Nova Scotia) or as far south as South America.  A typical patrol is 2 months (away from Kittery, ME).  During a typical patrol we will have a few days inport for provisions and R&R.  Some of the cities we’ve visited recently include Mayport, FL, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and Puerto Plata, DR.  Between patrols, we are inport (Kittery, ME) for 1-2 months.  Dependents (wives and children) should be prepared for these long absences.  We do have underway internet connectivity, so you will be able to communicate with loved ones and friends via email.  We also have underway satellite TV for live television broadcasts.  TAHOMA has a workout room onboard for those who like to exercise.
AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY IF NOT A CUTTER:  N/A

UNIFORM TO REPORT IN:  Tropical Blue Long or Service Dress Blue “Bravo” according to the season.
IF SPONSOR NOT AVAILIBLE, RECRUIT SHOULD ASK FOR:  Report to the ship in the uniform of the day to the Officer Of the Deck, they will direct you to the Yeoman if your sponsor is not available.  Your Chief or Division Officer can arrange to greet you upon your arrival at the airport if necessary, and assist you in getting situated.
ANY OTHER INFORMATION A NEWLY ARRIVING APPRENTICE NEEDS TO KNOW: 

AIRPORTS: There are three major airports all approximately the same distance from Kittery.  Logan International Airport in Boston (airport code BOS) is the recommended airport for reporting aboard TAHOMA due to availability of flights as well as access to ground transportation to Kittery.  Logan International also hosts a USO Assistance Center located in terminal C on the ground level - call (617) 568-1978 if you have questions or need directions to their facility.  The USO offers assistance to all military travelers and their families.  The USO center is generally open 24 hours a day, but due to limited staff, the door may be locked in the late hours.  If the door is locked, simply go to the State Police branch office in the same terminal and exchange your ID for the keys to gain access.  Other airports that you can fly into and secure ground transportation to the ship are located in Portland ME (airport code PWM) and Manchester NH (airport code MHT).

[image: image3.jpg]





ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

MEMBERS WITHOUT DEPENDENTS

IS MESSING AVAILABLE:  Messing is mandatory

QUARTERS AND OR BARRACKS AVAILABLE:  Yes, CG leased in Portsmouth NH
IS UNACCOMPANIED PERSONNEL LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes, on an availability basis for E-3.  

WHERE WILL A SINGLE NON-RATE MORE THAN LIKELY LIVE:  E-2 & E-3 can apply for leased housing, 10-15 minute drive from the homeport moorings.
SHOULD MEMBER SUBMIT HOUSING APPLICATION TO HOUSING OFFICE:  an E-3 can submit an application when he/she reports aboard.

WHERE DO MOST PEOPLE BANK: USAA, or there are multiple national/commercial banks in the area:  
IS THERE A CREDIT UNION IN THE AREA:  Navy Federal Credit Union Branch is at the shipyard.
IS THERE A MALL IN THE AREA:  Fox Run Mall, Newington, NH
HOW MANY STORES: Approx 50 stores
MEMBERS WITH DEPENDENTS

COST OF AVERAGE TWO BEDROOM APARTMENT IN THE AREA:  $1135.00 WITHOUT UTILITIES
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BAH RATE FOR NON RATE
ZIP CODE: 03804 
MILITARY HOUSING AREA:

NH194 - PORTSMOUTH, NH/KITTERY, ME  

MONTHLY ALLOWANCE: 

E-3 with DEPENDENTS: $ 1302.00
IS LEASED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Yes
IS GOVERNMENT OWNED HOUSING AVAILABLE:  Navy housing in Kittery.
WHAT IS THE AVERAGE WAIT FOR HOUSING: at present there is no waiting list

WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS LIVE:  Navy Housing in Kittery
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS RECEIVE MEDICAL CARE:  Through Tricare
WHERE DO MOST DEPENDENTS GO TO SCHOOL:  Kittery, ME 
WHAT LEVEL OF TRICARE IS AVAILABLE:  Standard and Prime Remote

IS DELTA DENTAL AVAILABLE:  Yes

IS IT ADVISABLE TO BRING DEPENDENTS ALONG WHEN REPORTING? Yes, temporary quarters are available.
