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Job hunting can be red hot during December, especially if you take advantage of all the opportunities to network. With more parties and social gatherings, you will have more occasions to mingle. As you casually chitchat remember to ask where somebody works and learn a bit about their job. File the information away to help you create, advance, or develop a networking relationship.

A critical mistake an unemployed person makes is to be embarrassed about their situation and skip all the socializing. Bad idea! Go to as many events as possible. When asked what you do, state what your old job was, proudly adding, "After January 1st, I'm making a career move." Enthusiastically share your goals. People like to help if they can, so mention that you'll contact them soon. Keep the tone of these conversations positive, social, and casual. You will increase your contacts and referral sources tenfold.

Here are the best strategies for successfully networking through the holidays:

Commonality is a key

An outside interest or hobby can be a foundation for developing a professional connection. Golfing, skiing, scrapbooking, school fundraisers, photography, working out, neighborhood parties -- any group activity can lead to new contacts.

Working parents can expand their network by socializing with the parents of their kids' friends. Numerous opportunities avail to meet other parents who can become part of your informal network. Be friendly, and at some point make it a priority to learn what the person does and where they work.

Reconnect with old friends, especially college pals. This network can help you find a new job, get a promotion, secure new clients or customers. Contact your alumni association to get current addresses.

Networking dos and don'ts

Do ...

    * Take the initiative at a meeting or gathering of people and introduce yourself.

    * Learn a person's first name, shake hands and repeat the name in the conversation.

    * Make small talk, maintain eye contact and look for a common connection.

    * Be active in introducing others and explaining any common link they might have.

    * Have a sentence or two prepared that describes the professional you in a concise friendly way.

    * Invite someone you want to get to know to a party or event you are hosting or attending.

    * Offer to be a resource to others.

Don't ...

    * Don't be a pest. Once you cross the line it is hard to recover.

    * Don't exclude people. Everyone has connections in both low and high places.

    * Skip the one-upmanship. It does not make friends or influence people.

    * Don't monopolize the conversation.

    * Don't over-drink. It will not make you more charming and it can be a determent to your image and networking results.

Recognize that networking is now a strategy for learning how to improve on the job. Getting to know other people with whom you can share information, explore ideas, and problem-solve will be an asset to your long-term career success. So be happy, jolly and NETWORK this holiday season.
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