U.S. COAST GUARD

N1790S

R
&

RETIREE NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 2000 ISSUE 4
DA A AN AN Ad A g gk A G A G A A A A g A G A S AR A AR AR AP A AR A AR AN A A A dh A gk g

)ig . Yo

Special points of | .. 90th Anniversary of the Korean War .
interest: PAS AN A A A A A A A A A A A A A ASASAASAAAGASAS A AT AT A Ad e

Korean War Medal page 4

Travel News

Tax Update

page 9
page 14

- Story Behind Taps page 22

TRICARE News

Money Matters

page 27
page 28

Inside this issue:

What are they doing
now?

Employment Oppor-
tunities

Reunions

Locator

Retirements

TAPS

Dependent TAPS

Directory Assistance

14

14

16

16

17

23

25

29

On June 25, 1950 six North Korean In-
fantry divisions, supported by large ar-
mor and artillery forces, brutally at-
tacked South Korea. The onslaught
caught South Korea, as well as much of
the world, completely by surprise. As
the Soviet-equipped divisions advanced
toward the capital of Seoul,
Coast Guard members sta-
tioned on the peninsula re-
ceived word they would
have to evacuate. These
members were based at the %:

former Imperial Japanese

naval facility located inr ﬂk——"
Chinhae, South Korea.
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on honoring veterans and their families
and supporting school programs that
teach the history of the Korean War era.
With these programs, many more people
are able to learn about this era and can
work together to ensure that the results of
our sailors’ efforts during that historical
4 time is not only appreciated
«  but will be continually upheld
i .__ in a future world. This is, in
essence, a grassroots com-

'munity outreach and educa-

tion program to honor our vet-

II 1 erans. All Coast Guard units

! should make a special effort

to become aware of com-

’]h

The Coast Guard mem- Members of the U.S. Coast memorative events occurring

bers had been training the

Guard advisory

in their area of responsibility

nucleus of what later be- detachmentteam in Korea. during the three year period

came the South Korean

Navy. This little known operation was
typical of the Coast Guard’s role during
the coming conflict, yet it was essential
to the United Nation’s effort to halt and
reverse the communist onslaught.

Congress has authorized the Depart-
ment of Defense to organize the United
States 50th anniversary of the Korean
War Commemoration to ensure our Ko-
rean War veterans and their families
know “a grateful nation remembers”
their service and sacrifices of 50 years
ago. The commemoration began June
25, 2000 — the 50th anniversary of the
outbreak of the war. The commemora-
tion will officially close November 11,
2003.

Military and civilian communities can be-
come a commemorative community
when they agree to develop annual pro-
grams and host a minimum of three
events each year. These events focus

and participate to the extent it
may be appropriate, including attending
special events and/or becoming a
“Commemorative Community.” Materials
can be requested at the Commemoration
Committee web site at
http://korea50.army.mil.

Currently the following Coast Guard com-
mands and individuals have signed on as
commemorative communities:
Public Affairs Detachment Kodiak;
USCGC Ironwood; The Coast Guard’s
Last Active Korean War Veteran; and the
Coast Guard Yard in Baltimore. These
commands along with the Coast Guard
Historian’s Office and the Coast Guard
Exhibit Center deserve high praise for
their initiative and contributions.

Finally, it is fitting to remember the words
chosen by our veterans who, more than
anyone else, know the great price of
liberty: “Freedom is not free.”

ADM James M. Loy, Commandant
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North Korea Repatriates 12 Sets of Remains

By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, July 25, 2000 — The remains believed
to be those of 12 American soldiers missing since
1950 were returned to the United States July 22.

A joint US-North Korean team found the remains about
60 miles north of the capital of Pyongyang. The area
was the scene of fierce fighting between U.S. and Chi-
nese forces in November 1950.

Bob Jones, deputy assistant secretary of defense for
POW/MIA Affairs, said he was extremely pleased with
the results of the joint effort.

“These are very emotional affairs,” Jones said during
an interview. “We are welcoming back to American
soil individuals who have been standing in the defense
of their country for over 50 years. They have been lost,
and we are beginning the process to return them to
their loves ones.”

The remains are believed to be those of men who
fought with the 1st Cavalry Division, the 2nd Infantry
Division and the 25th Infantry Division. This brings the
total to 54 sets of remains repatriated from North
Korea since the effort started in 1996, said Larry Greer,
a spokesman for the POW/MIA office. Five sets of
remains have been identified and 10 others are in the
final stages of identification, DoD officials said.

“Chances of identifying virtually every one we find are
pretty good,” Greer said. “If, however, we need to use
mitochondrial DNA (to identify remains) and cannot
find a family link to a Gl, it may make identifications
more difficult.”

But the remains from North Korea help the identifica-
tion process, said lab officials. Most of those missing
from Korea are ground losses. U.S. officials inter-
viewed former prisoners of war and, sometimes, the
soldiers who “buried their buddies in a battlefield

situation,” Greer said. This enabled the recovery teams to
pinpoint the locations to an extent.

The soil conditions in North Korea also preserve the
remains, lab officials said. They said that in many cases
forensic researchers are working with complete skeletons.

Another recovery team has moved into North Korea to
begin searching for other sets of remains in the same
general area, Greer said. They will leave the country
August 19.

More than 8,100 service members are listed as missing
from the Korean War. Most of those were lost in the North.
Jones said the patient negotiations with North Korea are
starting to pay off. In addition to the team already in North
Korea, four more teams are due to go in this year.

“This is also a solid demonstration of our nation's
commitment to those young men and women in today’s
armed force, that this nation is committed to ensure — no
matter what the circumstances — that will do everything we
can conceivable do to return them home,” Jones said.

USCG Human Resources Service & Information Center

CAPT Ronald D. Reck
Commanding Officer

Nancy L. Hawkins
Chief, Retiree & Annuitant Services

CDR Gil Sena
Executive Officer

H.W. Heineken
Operational Technical Director

YN1 Katharine Caruso
Editor, Retiree Newsletter (interim)

The Retiree Newsletter is a publication containing news of general interest, suggestions, and information to keep
Coast Guard retirees and their dependents informed of recent developments. This publication shall not be considered

authority and is non-record material.
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De Leon Renews POW/MIA Full Accounting Pledge

By Linda D. Kozaryn
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, June 29, 2000 --
Accounting for those missing from
past wars is a matter affecting
today's readiness not just payment
of a debt come due, according to
Deputy Defense Secretary
Rudy de Leon.

Today's service members count on
the nation's commitment to do all it
can to find them and bring them
home if they are captured, listed as
missing in action or fall on the field
of battle, he said. "Our men and
women in uniform will only have
faith in us, if we keep faith with
those who went before," de Leon
said in a June 22 speech to the
National League of Families of
POW/MIA in Southeast Asia.

De Leon reaffirmed DoD's pledge
to account for veterans missing
from World War Il, the Korean War,
the Cold War and the Vietnam
War.

"... Behind each black slab on that
wall of the Vietnam Memorial,
stands the families that yearn for
answers. ... And we will not waiver
in our efforts to bring them home.
We will continue our diplomatic
efforts to discover the whole truth
about those last seen alive and in
captivity," he said.

He noted American teams arrived
in North Korea, June 25, to conduct
the first of five joint recovery
operations slated to be complete by
Veterans Day, Nov. 11.

This is the fifth consecutive year
U.S. recovery teams have operated
in North Korea, according to DoD
officials. Since 1996, teams from
the Central Identification Laboratory
in Hawaii, known as CILHI, have
conducted 12 such operations and
recovered remains believed to be
42 soldiers. Remains of another 10
soldiers are undergoing forensic
review at CILHI's laboratory.

"I believe that with these efforts,
augmented by the important work
of the U.S.- Russian Commission
on POW/MIAs, we can be more
hopeful now than at any other time
the last half century that we will
finally be able to account for many
of the over 8,000 still missing from
the Korean conflict," de Leon said.

He saluted the teams who work on
investigative, research and recovery
operations. They include Joint Task
Force Full Accounting based at
Camp Smith, Hawaii, and Defense
Intelligence Agency interviewers
who now have a permanent space
at Hickham Air Force Base, Hawaii.
He also recognized scientists at the
CILHI and the Armed Forces DNA
Laboratory in Maryland, who do
pioneering work with the latest state
of the art technology for
mitochondrial DNA testing. "I know
how important these personnel are,"
de Leon said. "I am committed to
protecting the resources that are so
essential to our mission."

DoD is sending a team to CILHI to
review their mission requirements,
get their concerns about their
manning levels resolved, and
ensure that their organizational
structure and resources fit the
mission, he said. The Life
Sciences Equipment Laboratory in
San Antonio will be provided the
resources they need to meet their
critical supporting role, he added.

The deputy secretary is well aware
of the lack of closure surrounding
the missing in action. His uncle, a
staff sergeant from Colorado, was a
Korean War POW. "After 20 years
of searching, two weeks ago | read
the file on him from the Army
Archives," de Leon said. "Reading
that file today and looking at how
we work with our families 50 years
later, there are so many dramatic
changes.

A simple telegram sent to de Leon's
aunt reported his uncle as missing.

The years passed, the armistice
signed, and there was still no word,
he said. Finally, some prisoners
released from North Korean camps
reported that they'd seen her
husband and they witnessed his
death. The Army records simply
say the cause of death was
malnutrition and dysentery.

"In the file, | read the letter that his
mother wrote to the Army saying,
'I' do anything possible to have my
son returned to me.' As | read this
file, ... | could understand the
stories that my mother had been
teling me about my aunt, about
how there was nowhere for her to
go, about why she was so bitter --
a wife with two children living with
her mother, my grandmother,
untouched by any support system,
such as the League offers today."

The National League of Families of
POW/MIA in Southeast Asia has
helped change the Ilandscape
"so that people like my aunt will
never be alone again," de Leon
said. "No matter what happens.
No matter how difficult it is to trace
what happened.”

WEB Sites of Interest:

The Korean War Project
http://www.koreanwar.org
Coalition of Families
http://www.coalitionoffamilies.org
National Alliance
http://www.nationalalliance.org
Central Identification Laboratory
(CILHI)
http://www.cilhi.army.mil
Defense POW/Missing Personnel
Office (DPMO)

http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo

Library of Congress
http://Icweb.loc.gov

National Archives & Records
Administration
http://www.nara.gov/nara/nail.htmi
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KOREAN WAR SERVICE MEDAL
AVAILABLE TO VETERANS

U.S. Veterans of the Korean War
are now eligible to wear a medal
initially offered to them more than
50 years ago, but was never
issued.

In a May 13, 2000 letter to Defense
Secretary William S. Cohen,
Republic of Korea Defense
Minister Seong Tae Cho formally
announced that his government
would provide the Republic of
Korea War Service Medal
(RODWSM) to eligible U.S.
veterans of that conflict, or to their
surviving next of kin. The medal
will be provided at no cost to
veterans. The U.S. Air Force has
been designated the lead agency to
receive and distribute the medals.

“On the occasion of the 50th
Anniversary of the Korean War,”
Cho wrote, “the ROK government
decided to issue the ROKWSM to
pay tribute to the Korean War
veterans for their historic endeav-
ors to preserve freedom of the
ROK and the free world.” The two
governments will conduct fiftieth
anniversary ceremonies throughout
2000-2003 and medals may be
applied for at any time during this
period. The war began on June 25,
1950 when North Korean forces

invaded ROK territory. The armistice
on July 27, 1953 ended the fighting,
although a formal peace treaty has
never been completed.

The medal was originally offered by
the ROK in 1951 to United Nations
forces serving in Korea and adjacent
waters. At the time U.S. law
prohibited the U.S. military from
wearing medals issued by foreign
governments. Congress changed that
in 1954, but by then most U.S. service
members eligible for the medal had
returned home.

In 1998 the government of the
Republic of Korea renewed its original
offer of the ROKWSM to U.S. military
personnel. On August 20, 1999, the
Defense Department approved the
acceptance and wear of the medal.
Approximately 1.8 million U.S.
veterans of the Korean War are
eligible to receive it. Next of kin to
eligible deceased veterans can also
apply for the medal.

To wear this medal on U.S. military
uniforms, U.S. military personnel must
have:

.served between the outbreak of
hostilities, June 25, 1950, and the
date the armistice was signed,
July 27, 1953;

-been on permanent assignment
or on temporary duty for 30
consecutive days or 60 non-
consecutive days; and

-performed their duty within the
territorial limits of Korea, in the
waters immediately adjacent
thereto or in aerial flight over
Korea participating in actual
combat operations or in support of
combat operations.

The ROK specifies the eligibility
period and criteria. Only the ROK-
provided medal is approved by the
U.S. government to meet the U.S.
criteria for wear on the military
uniform.

Additional Information on how to
apply for or request the medal can
be found by contacting the Air
Force Personnel Center, Monday —
Friday, 7:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
(CST) at (800) 558-1404, or the
Awards and Decorations Section
(210) 565-2432/2520/2516, fax
(210) 565-3118, or by writing to
HQ AFPC/DPPPRA, 550 C Street
West, Suite 12, Randolph Air
Force Base, Texas 78150-4714.

Source: Korean War Service Medal
Available to Veterans website — http://
korea50.army.mil/lkwcc _service _medal.html

Want More Korean War Information?..

See the following web sites for more information related to the

Korean War:

The Korean War Veterans Association
www.piecesofhistory.com

For more information on the Korean War Service Medal:

Randolph Air Force Base
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/awards/

www.KWVA.org

Korean War Service Medal Available to Veterans
http://korea50.army.mil/kwcc_service medal.html

50th Anniversary of the Korean War
http://korea50.army.mil
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Korean War Service Medal Application Fact Sheet

Eligibility Criteria:

Available to military veterans or primary next of kin

Period of service from June 25, 1950 to July 27, 1953

Area of eligibility within the territorial waters, landmass, or airspace over

the Korean peninsula

Service must have performed

While on permanent assignment in the area of eligibility, or

While on temporary duty in the area of eligibility for 30 consecutive days or 60
nonconsecutive days, or

While as a crew member of aircraft, in aerial flight over Korea participating in
actual combat operations, or in support of combat operations

Examples of Documentation Required for Verification of Eligibility:
(One of the following is mandatory)
DD Form 214, Certificate of Release/Discharge from Active Duty
DD Form 215, Correction to Certificate of Release/Discharge from Active Duty
NGB Form 22, Release from Duty
(One of the following is mandatory)
Assignment Orders to and from the Area of Eligibility
Temporary Duty (TDY) Orders and Travel Vouchers
Special Orders for Awards and Citation for Awards

Documentation Sources: (if you do not possess any of the above-listed
documents, you must contact the following for copies):

National Personnel Records Center

(Military Personnel Records)

9700 Page Boulevard

St. Louis, MO 63132-5100

The above address covers, Army, Air Force, Navy, USMC, and Coast Guard records.

DO NOT SEND ORIGINAL DOCUMENTATION...COPIES ONLY!

Processing Procedures: If you are eligible based on the above criteria and have a
copy of the required source document(s), you should prepare your request using the exam-
ple format provided and mail it to the address in the example on the following page. Addi-
tional information on how to apply for or request the medal can be found by contacting the
Air Force Personnel Center, Monday — Friday, 0730-1630 (CST) at (800) 558-1404, or the
Awards and Decorations Section (210) 565-2432/2520/2516, or by writing to HQ AFPC/
DPPPRA, 550 C Street West, Suite 12, Randolph Air Force Base, Texas 78150-4714 or
by visiting the web site: http://www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/awards/. The organization’s fax
number is (210) 565-3118.
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EXAMPLE REQUEST

John Doe
P.O. Box 000
Pleasantville, Virginia 00000

July 1, 2000

HQ AFPC/DPPPRK
550 C Street W, Ste 12
Randolph AFB, TX 78150-4714

Please send me a Korean War Service Medal for my service as a member of the
United States military during the authorized period of June 25, 1950 to July 27, 1953. |
have enclosed a copy of a source document with my Social Security Number/Military
Service Number/Foreign Service Number, which verifies my service. | understand that
the enclosed copy of my source document will not be returned. Additionally, since this is
a foreign service award, | understand this is a one-time issuance.

Please mail my Korean War Service Medal to the following address:

John Doe

P.O. Box 000

Pleasantville, Virginia 00000
Sincerely,
John Doe

EXAMPLE REQUEST
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U.S. Department Commandant (G-1) 2100 2™ Street, SW
of Transportation U.S. Coast Guard Washington, DC 20093-0001
Staff Symbol:

United States

Phone: (202) 267-0734
Coast Guard

FAX: (202) 267-4307

5700
23 June 2000

From: Commandant (G-I)
To:  All Reservists, Auxiliarists and Retirees

Subj: BUILDING THE AUXILIARY, RESERVE AND RETIREE NETWORK

Ref: (a) Commandant (G-I) Engagement Plan 2000

1. The Commandant has established an imperative to raise the visibility of the Coast Guard’s service to
America. As one of this nation’s five Armed Services, we are often overlooked in being recognized as a
part of the military — by the media, the administration, our elected officials and the public at large. More-
over, few people truly understand just how the Coast Guard impacts nearly every sector of America. A
well-informed citizenry who understands the value of the Coast Guard serves as the necessary foundation to
further build support that benefits the organization. As such, we need to keep the network of Coast Guard
supporters informed so that they can step out and educate our community leaders and stakeholders on mat-
ters of concern when called upon. Raising the visibility of the Coast Guard is vital to the success of our or-
ganization in the 21% century.

2. We have been somewhat remiss in not taking full advantage of the significant network that already ex-
ists among the Auxiliary, Reserve and retired communities. We desire to change that paradigm through
keeping that Team Coast Guard network informed so that they are available to reach out and educate key
Coast Guard stakeholders across the country. This network serves as a logical extension of the communica-
tions outreach programs already underway in our Engagement Plan 2000 field guidance publication.

3. However, in order to develop this network as a viable force multiplier, it is essential that the network be
informed of current operational issues and developments in the Coast Guard. To that end, I invite all Re-
servists, Auxiliarists and Retirees interested in this program to contact the Governmental and Public Affairs
Directorate via phone, fax or mail to the listings above, or email: slarochelle@comdt.uscg.mil. The Direc-
torate will then include you in periodic mailings of information on current Coast Guard affairs.

4. Through a partnership between the Governmental and Public Affairs Directorate and the District Com-
manders, we will identify and embrace opportunities for the network to reach out and educate the public.

5. I am excited by the prospect of leveraging Team Coast Guard in a coordinated, structured program to
raise the visibility of the Coast Guard’s service to America. I pledge you my support in making this en-
deavor personally rewarding and ultimately successful.

P. M. STILLMAN
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Three More Fisher
Houses to Open

Two more Fisher Houses in the
United States and the first one in
Germany are scheduled to open by
Spring 2001 to provide free lodging
for out-of-town families visiting
family members being treated at
military medical centers. The 27th
comfort house in the Fisher House
network is scheduled to open at
Lackland Air Force Base in San
Antonio, Texas this Fall. A second
house is planned for Tripler Army
Medical Center in Hawaii next year.
The first Fisher House built on
foreign soil is scheduled to open by
Spring 2001 at the Regional Medical
Center in Landstuhl, Germany.
More than 40,000 families of
patients receiving care at major
military and Veterans Affairs medical
centers have stayed at Fisher House
since the first comfort home opened
in 1990. More information about
Fisher Houses may be found on the
Internet at www.fisherhouse.org or
contact 1-888-294-8560,
fax: (301) 294-8562 or
e-mail: FisherHouse@aol.com.

?/‘

Experience is
the worst teacher;
it gives the test

before presenting
the lesson.

Vernon Law

MORE Shipboard Life

Due to the overwhelming response
to the July issue’s tongue in cheek
look at ways to simulate shipboard
life, we’ve brought you some ex-
ample’s from our Navy counter-

parts.
Submitted by “Tugboat” Ted Deems

1. Buy a dumpster, paint it gray and
live in it for 6 months straight.

2. Run all of the piping and wires
inside your house on the outside
of the walls.

3. Pump 10 inches of nasty water
into your basement, then pump it
out, clean up, and paint the
basement “deck gray”.

4. Perform a weekly disassembly
and inspection of your
lawnmower.

5. Raise your bed to within 6 inches
of the ceiling.

6. Have your next door neighbor
come over each day at 5 am,
blow a whistle, and shout
“Reveille, Reveille, all hands
heave out and trice up!”

7. Have your mother-in-law write
down everything she’s going to
do the following day, then have
her make you stand in the back-
yard at 6 am while she reads it
to you.

8. Submit a request form to your
father-in-law, asking if it's OK for
you to leave the house before
3 pm.

9. Invite 200 of your not-so-closest
friends to come over. Then
board up all the windows and
doors to your house for 6 months.
After the 6 months are up, take
down the boards, and since
youre on duty, wave at our
friends and family through the
front window of your home...you
can’t leave until the next day.

10. Shower with above mentioned
friends.

11. Make your family qualify to
operate all the appliances in your
home (i.e. dishwasher operator,
blender technician, etc.).

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Walk around your car for 4 hours
checking the tire pressure every
15 minutes.

Sit in your car and let it run for 4
hours before going anywhere.
This is to ensure your car is
properly “lit off”.

Empty all the garbage bins in
your house, and sweep your
driveway 3 times a day whether
they need it or not.

Repaint your entire house once a
month.

Cook all your food while
blindfolded, groping for any spice
and seasoning you can get your
hands on.

Have your neighbor collect all
your mail for a month, randomly
losing every 5th item.

Spend $20,000 on a satellite
system, but only watch CNN and
the Weather Channel.

Have your 5-year-old cousin give
you a haircut with goat shears.

Sew back pockets on the front of
your pants.

Spend 2 weeks in the red-light
districts of Europe. Call it “world
travel”.

Attempt to spend 5 years working
at McDonalds, and NOT get
promoted.

Needle gun the aluminum siding
on your house after your
neighbors have gone to bed.

After everyone goes to sleep on
mattresses set up on shelves in a
closet, have someone go upstairs
and start remodeling with a jack
hammer.

Lock yourself in the house for
90 days straight, and have the
neighbors turn the cable on and
off at whim.

Disconnect the phones at random
6-hour intervals.

Turn the heat up 120 then put on
three layers of clothes, and re-
paint the inside of the house with
all the windows and doors closed.

Stand on the roof, in all weather,
for four hour stretches with
binoculars around your neck.
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Armed Forces Recreation Centers

Shades of Green

(Orlando, Florida) Min- .

utes away from the
Magic Kingdom Park in
the heart of the Walt Dis-
ney World Resort.
Shades of Green fea-
tures spacious guest-
rooms, twice the size of
standard hotel rooms, which ac-
commodate up to five adults. For
additional information and reserva-
tions contact, Shades of Green, PO
Box 22789, Lake Buena Vista, FL
32830-2789, (407) 824-3600,
fax: (407) 824-3665.

Hale Koa Hotel (Honolulu, Hawaii)
“On the Beach at Waikiki” Paradise
the Hale Koa Hotel features 815
spacious guest rooms, great views,
tropical excitement, fine dining and
a host of services. For additional
information and reservations, con-
tact Hale Koa Hotel, 2055 Kalia Rd,
Honolulu, HI 96815-1998, 1-800-
367-6027, reservations@halekoa.
com.

_Iﬁ_l"l

N a

Dragon Hill Lodge (Seoul, Ko-
rea) The Dragon Hill Lodge fea-
tures 299 spacious guest rooms,
fine dining, game rooms and a
variety of stores and services.
For additional information, con-
tact Dragon Hill Lodge, Unit
15353, APO AP  96205-0427;
011-82-790-1576;
reservations@dht.korea.army.mil.

AFRC Europe (Garmisch and
Chiemsee, Germany) Located in
Germany’s Bavarian Alps, the Gar-
misch and Chiemsee hotel proper-
ties feature first-class American and
European dining opportunities and
exciting skiing, hiking, and sightsee-
ing opportunities. Destinations of
Munich, Austria, and ltaly are within
driving distance. For additional in-
formation, contact AFRC Europe,
Unit 24501, APO AE 09053, 1-800-
GO-ARMY-1; 011-4908821-72981;
fax: 011-49-8821-3942;
vacation@afrc.garmisch.army.mil.

National Park Reservation
Service Planning a vacation at a
national park? Contact 1-800-365-
2267 for more information.

http://reservations.nps.gov

Source: Semper Fidelis Memorandum for
Retired Marines, Spring 2000.

Surf the
State Department
Before You Fly

Whether you’re traveling to central London
or the African plains this summer, you may
want to check the travel section in the
Interna-
tional travel information is available at
This site provides
health and safety regulations. The site of-
fers advice on what to take, what to leave
home and how to ensure you have a safe

State Department’s home page.

http://www.state.gov.

journey.

Source: Semper Fidelis Memorandum for Retired

Marines, Spring 2000.

Important Address
Change Information!
Don't delay the prompt
processing of your address
change! Include your Social
Security number. If you are an
annuitant, include your
sponsor’s SSN. And most
important —

PLEASE WRITE CLEARLY!

Prescription Drugs in
Canada/Mexico

You will have no problem purchasing
prescription drugs in Canada or
Mexico, if you have a prescription
written by your doctor and follow the
guidelines to meet US Customs,
CanadaRX, and Mexico’s Health
Ministry and Association of Tijuana
Pharmacies guidelines. You should
also check with the state require-
ments where you reenter the U. S.

U.S. Customs
declare imported medications
importer must be the person for
whom the prescription was written
prescription drugs must be in the
originally-dispensed container
be able to show the prescription,
especially if the trade or chemical
name does appear on the origi-
nally-dispensed container.
Return with quantities only for per-
sonal use. The FDA generally de-
scribes this as a 90-day supply.

Canada. Canadian law requires
U.S. prescriptions be endorsed by a
Canadian doctor before they can be
filed at a CanadaRx pharmacy.
This is a one-time requirement. The
pharmacy will arrange for your ap-
pointment with a doctor and will de-
duct the cost of the visit from your
first prescription. To get an idea of
whether this will save enough money
to cover travel expenses, get a pre-
scription quote. Check via the inter-
net at www.canadarx.net/presfile.
html.

Mexico. A prescription from a U.S.
physician is not sufficient. Mexican
law requires a prescription from a
Mexican physician. This is generally
done at the time you get your pre-
scription so make sure you don’t
leave the store without a copy for
customs.

Source: The Social; Security & Medical Advi-
sor NOV 99 & RAO Los Angeles AFB News-
letter JUL-SEP 00
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SAFE BOATING WEEK

The New Orleans Metropolitan Area
Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotillas cele-
brated National Safe Boating Week
in typical New Orleans style - with
the exception of a parade, beads
and doubloons!

The celebration began with City of
New Orleans Councilman Troy A.
Carter, presenting a Proclamation
that the week of May 20-26 be des-
ignated as Safe Boating Week in
New Orleans. Accepting the procla-
mation was Director of USCG Auxil-
iary for the 8" Coastal Region, CDR
Martin L. Phillips, and USGC Auxil-
iary Commodore for the 4th District,
Ed Livingston. The Proclamation is
proudly displayed in CDR Phillips’
office and is thought to be the first
Safe Boating Week Proclamation
from the City of New Orleans.

Flotilla 43 arranged and accepted
Safe Boating Week Proclamations
from Jefferson Parish and the cities
of Kenner and Harahan. Various
auxiliarists also posted National Safe
Boating Week posters at marine
shops and businesses in the
Greater New Orleans Metropolitan
Area.

The weekend activities were ar-
ranged by Dan Hall, Safe Boating
Week Coordinator, and his commit-
tee. They consisted of displays,
vessel examinations, distribution of
free materials on boating and boat-
ing safety. Attendees also enjoyed
complimentary food and liquid re-
freshments from the Treasure Chest
Casino. Also attending and partici-
pating in the activities were the res-
cue boats from local Sheriffs’ Of-
fices.

Safe Boating Week activities on the
Northshore were also conducted,
under the direction of Dave Keyser,
a member of Flotilla 42. Their activi-
ties were the same as New Orleans,
but added Mall Displays and ele-
mentary school appearances for
educational purposes.

Mike Howell of Flotilla 43 joined
WWL Radio for an interview which
included questions and answers re-

Pictured left to right: Eric Paulsen, WWL-TV, Channel 4, USCG Lt. Jim W. Krezenski, and Sandy
Dares, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Law Enforcement Division.

garding safe boating, proper life jack-
ets and their use and boating while
intoxicated.

The final activity of Safe Boating
Week was the appearance of Lt. Jim
W. Krezenski, Station New Orleans
Commanding Officer and Sandy
Dares of the State’s Department of
Wildlife & Fisheries, Enforcement Di-
vision. They were interviewed by Eric
Paulsen during one of the Early Morn-
ing Edition shows on Channel 4, the
local CBS affiliate. Topics discussed
included proper life jackets and their
use, multiple jurisdictions and the pri-
mary responsibilities of Station New
Orleans as well as the Law Enforce-
ment Division of the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Wildlife & Fisheries.

The 2001 Safe Boating Week Com-
mittee is already in the planning
stages and who knows, maybe a
parade, beads and doubloons will
be one of the added activities.
Whatever is arranged and put into
action, it is guaranteed to be “the
best show in town.”

Photo and article by:

Barbara E. Adams

Public Affairs Associate
USCG Auxiliary

Integrated Support Command
4640 Urquhart Street

New Orleans, LA 70117-4698

Donation Contract Signed Transferring Historic Battleship

The Navy announced July 21, 2000 that Secretary of the Navy, Richard
Danzig, signed the donation contract officially transferring the historic battle-
ship New Jersey (BB 62) to the Home Port Alliance for USS New Jersey, Inc.,
Camden, NJ. Within the next few weeks, the Alliance plans to tow the ship
from Philadelphia to a temporary berth in the Camden area to transform the

ship into a memorial museum.

Before the Alliance’s projected opening of the ship to the public late next year,
it will perform interior and exterior restoration work, and construct a shoreside
visitors center, and interpretive walkway, and a pier for berthing the ship near

the New Jersey State Aquarium.

Source: Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs) News Release
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| A message on the
. Internet has
s

caused some con-
fusion among veterans who have
VA insurance policies. False infor-
mation about dividends appear pe-
riodically. These announcements
declare that Congress has recently
passed a bill which entitles veter-
ans and service persons to a divi-
dend based upon their prior years
of service, and are part of a recur-
ring problem of misinformation that
dates back to 1965. Unfortunately,
this misinformation unnecessarily
raises the expectations of veterans
and service personnel and detracts
from our ability to serve our veter-
ans. The dividend "hoax", as we
refer to it, had its origins in a spe-
cial dividend that the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA), then known
as the Veterans Administration, did
pay to World War Il veterans who
had National Service Life Insurance
policies. Approximately $2.7 billion
was paid in 1950 to over 16 million
of these veterans under the "1948
special dividend." Some time in
1965, the special dividend news
announcements of 15 years earlier
resurfaced and were mistakenly
published by several newspapers.
The special dividend had already
been paid out to virtually all eligible
government life insurance policy-
holders and there was no new spe-
cial dividend. VA moved quickly to
educate the news media, but some
well-meaning individuals and or-
ganizations began to publish the
announcements in smaller publica-
tions, newsletters, and flyers. The
actual scope of the original dividend
became fictionalized and some
publications declared the dividend
available to all veterans (not just
World War IlI) and even to those
who never carried government life
insurance while in the service. The
latest rumor is that active service
persons, reservists and personnel
separated within the last few years

VA Insurance Hoax
Resurfaces on the Internet

are eligible. The 1948 special divi-
dend program required veterans to
apply for the payment. Over the
years the dividend story has
prompted hundreds of thousands of
veterans to write and "apply" for this
benefit. Although the amount of let-
ters has fluctuated, we have re-
ceived as many as 15-20,000 inquir-
ies per week about this dividend in
the past. Because of the volume of
these requesters for a nonexistent
benefit, Congress passed a law in
1970 that prohibited payment of any
special dividend declared prior to
1952 unless the application was re-
ceived before 1954. There has been
no recent legislation authorizing any
"special" dividends. Dividends are
not payable to current service mem-
bers insured under Serviceman's
Group Life Insurance (SGLI) or Vet-
erans' Group Life Insurance (VGLI).
SGLI and VGLI are group policies
and therefore, do not pay dividends.
For your information, VA continues
to pay routine dividends on several
policy series, but only to veterans
who have kept their policies in force.
These veterans receive their divi-
dends automatically on the anniver-
sary date of their individual policy.
They do not have to apply.

Contact your local VA Regional Of-
fice for additional assistance by dial-
ing our toll-free number,
1-800-827-1000.

Great Web Sites for Reserve
Information

USCG Reserve web site:
http://www.uscg.mil/reserve

USCG Reservist magazine:
http://www.uscg.mil/reserve/

magazine/magazine.htm

Retiree pay calculation info:
http://www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/retsep

Corrections to Retiree
& Annuitant Services
Telephone Menu Chart

A loud voice cannot
compete with a clear
voice, even if it's a
whisper.

- Barry Neil Kaufman

In our last issue, we published a
diagram to help guide you through
our new phone system. Unfortu-
nately, we left out some key infor-
mation, so on the following pages
you will find a corrected diagram of
the new messages and a list of
helpful extensions to assist you.

Again, we would appreciate hearing
from you to let us know if these
changes have improved our
telephone service for you.

If you have comments, please call
Caroline Kern at extension 3439.

1-800-772-8724
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Thank you for calling the Coast Guard’s Retiree & Annuitant Services. We have
streamlined our menu options, so please listen carefully before making a selec-
tion. If you know the extension number of the person you are trying to reach, you
may press the # key and dial their extension number at any time
For General Information, allotment, tax & address changes; please press 1.
To Report a death, or be connected to a Pay Team; please press 2.
For Reserve retirement eligibility, Military & Dependent ID cards, or DEERS
enroliment; please press 3.

For Retirement Certificates, or the Retiree Newsletter; please press 4.

To hear these options again; please press 8.

If you are calling from a rotary phone, please stay on the line.

For our business hours; press 1.

For allotment or tax change information; press 2.
To make a change to your home mailing address,
check address, or EFT; press 3.

To hear these options again; press 8.

To return to the main menu; press 9.

I
2

If you are reporting the death of a retiree or annuitant; press

1

If you are receiving a SBP annuity; press 2.
If you are a retiree; press 3.
If you are a former spouse; press 4.
To hear these options again; press 8.
To return to the main menu; press 9.

EINNE

To reach the correct extension,

make a selection from the
following;

If your last name begins with:

A-C; press 1
D-G; press 2
H-M; press 3
2 N-R; press 4
1 3 S-Z; press 5
Changes to allot-
1 2|4 3 5
Our regular business S;‘n?nts, Federaltotr) Please wait while |
hours are 7:30 to a edax_es, ”.‘tl.Js € transfer your call A-C D-G, N-R H-M S-Z
4:30 PM Central Plem:seei:l:l\l’: crilény%ur to the Pay Teams Ext. Ext. Ext. Ext.
;I'r::gﬁ, hMgr:igzy signature and SSN. for assistance. 3424 3436 3440 3446
9 v For our Fax number, I
press 1.
For our mailing H m
address, press 2. To reach the correct Pay Team,
make a selection from the
following,
If your last name begins with:
A-G, press 1
1 2 H-O, press 2
T [ P-Z, press 3
Our Fax number is: Our address is: I
785-295-2639 Commanding Officer 1
(RAS)
USCG HRSIC
444 SE Quincy Street Pay Pay Pay
Topeka, KS 66683-3591 Team 1 Team 2 Team 3
A-G H-O P-z
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3
|

For Reserve retirement eligibility or transfer; press

For Military & dependent ID cards or DEERS
enrollment; press 2.

To hear these options again; press 8.
To return to the main menu; press 9.;

1

For transfer to RET 1;
press 1.
For transfer to RET 2;
press 2.
For 20 year letter &
points statement;

Military & Dependent
ID cards or DEERS

Extension 3441.

enroliment;

To check on a Retirement Certificate; press 1.
To speak to the Retiree Newsletter Editor; press 2.
To hear these options again; press 8.

To return to the main menu; press 9.

press 3.

1 2 3
RET 1 RET 2 20 year
Status; Status; letter &

Extension Extension points
3434 3433 statements;
Extension

3412

1 2
Retirement Retiree Newsletter
Certificates; Editor;

Extension 3422 Extension 3429

* Please note: At any time during our menu, if you know the extension of the person you are trying to reach, you may
press the # key on your phone and dial their extension. Below is a list of our most frequently used extensions.

Chief, Retiree Annuitant Services

Nancy Hawkins

Ext 3460

Asst Chief, Retiree Annuitant Services
CWO2 Mike Mirsch Ext 3416

Retiree Newsletter Writer/Editor

Ext 3429

Pay Team 1

(Last names beginning with A-G)

Supervisor: Terry Rogers Ext 3423
A-B Kyla Huitt Ext 3419
Cc Linda Frank Ext 3418
D-E Saundra Ayers Ext 3428
F-G Vacant Ext 3417

Pay Team 2
(Last names beginning with H-O)

Retiree & Annuitant Deaths
Annuitant Accounts

Supervisor: Bill Weakly Ext 3432

A-C Pat Biszantz Ext 3424
H& O  Rachel Ferrer Ext 3427 D-G/N-R Lloyd Hatfield Ext 3436
I, K& L Gayle Gardner Ext 3430 H-M Rick Stadler Ext 3440
M David Drummond  Ext 3449 S-Z Jeff Guerrero Ext 3446
J&N Thad Wages Ext 3442

Reserve Retirement Processing
Pay Team 3 Supervisor: YNC Kelly McAdams Ext 3414

(Last names beginning with P-Z)

Supervisor: Karen North Ext 3438 Ret 1 YN2 Brent Swanson Ext 3434
Ret 2 YN3 Mike Adair Ext 3433
P,QU,V,
X, Y, & Z Paula Meggison Ext 3443 20 yr letters: Sharon Fordham Ext 3412
R&T Paula Leach Ext 3413
S Tony Cervantes Ext 3431 Retirement Certificates & Packages:
w Dona Trueblood Ext 3435 Ext 3422
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what are they doing now?

A small white U. S. Coast Guard
Cutter, known to Pacific mariners as
the “Angel of the Sea”, cruised back
and forth — patiently waiting for the
advance scouts of the great seal
herds making their way from the
south Pacific to their breeding
grounds on the fog-wreathed Pribilof
Islands in the Bering Sea.

As the widely scattered herds swam
steadily northward, cutter after cutter
took over guardianship of the seals
to protect them against slaughter
by illicit “sealers”.  This strange
Coast Guard duty was known as
“riding herd”.

Suspicious vessels were boarded
and examined to make sure no
sealing equipment was carried. The
finding of a single seal-pelt was
sufficient warrant for seizure of the
vessel and arrest of the crew.
Conviction for seal poaching meant
confiscation of the ship and possible
imprisonment for its owners and
responsible officers.

The Coast Guardsman who ‘rode
herd” often saw the graceful
creatures sleeping on the surface
of the sea. Unlike the more playful
porpoises, the seals never
approached a moving vessel, but
curiosity sometimes overcame their
natural timidity and they approached
drifting cutters close enough to have
a good look at their protectors.

With an uncanny and amazing

instinct, the seals crossed
thousands of miles of ocean -
heading unerringly for narrow

Unimak Pass into the Bering Sea
with the fine precision of a veteran
navigator. Each seal returned to
the island on which it was born.

In addition to riding herd, the
Bering Sea Patrol Cutters provided
medical-dental care for the natives,
a “floating Federal Court” to isolated
communities, and rescue operations
for ships in distress.

Employment
| Opportunities |
|

In September 1948, Vince Stauffer
and Dinty Moore arrived in Juneau,
Alaska via SS Baranoff as
members of a small crew to set-up
the new 17th Coast Guard District
Headquarters.

Roscioli Yachting Center -
shipyard in business for over 35
years is expanding! They offer
excellent pay and benefits — 401K,
medical, dental, paid vacation and
holidays.

The following positions
available:

Today CWO G. Vince Stauffer,
USCG (Retired) and Chief F. J.
“Dinty” Moore, USCG (Retired) are
the only surviving members of that
initial HQ commissioning crew.

are

Marine Travel Lift and Elevator
Operator; Marine Carpenter
Foreman; Marine Carpenter; Marine
Purchaser/Stock Room Manager;
Marine Fiberglass/Lamination
Technicians; Shipyard Supervisor/

Vince and Dinty returned to Juneau
via MS Westerdam, on Monday,
18 September 2000 with a 200

member crew from the Bering Sea Foreman; Marine Electrician;
Patrol-Alaska Veteran’s Associa- Marine Plumber; and Marine
tion. Mechanic.

Responsible, reliable, motivated

team players should call (954) 581-
9200 or fax resume to (954) 791-
0958. Roscioli Yachting Center.
3201 State Road 84, Davie,
Florida 33312

Submitted by: Chief F. J. “Dinty” Moore,
USCG (Retired),

1991-92 Founder & Chairman,

Bering Sea Patrol-Alaska Veterans

End of Year Tax Reporting Information

A reminder that the retired or annuity pay you receive 1 December 2000 will be the
final pay included in your 1099R (Tax document) for the year 2000. The 1099R’s
will be mailed in early January 2001 and will be mailed to the home mailing address in
your retired/annuity account. Please be sure the mailing address we have on file for
you is current. If you need to change your mailing address you may submit the change
by phone (1-800-772-8724), by fax (785-295-2639) or by mail, prior to
10 November 2000.

If we don’t have a current mailing address and mail (including your 1099R) is
returned, it may be necessary to suspend your retired pay until we hear from you.
We appreciate you keeping your home mailing address current.

Taxability of Former Spouse Payments

Payments to a former spouse, as a division of property, are excluded from the retired

member’s annual taxable income and are reported to the IRS as income for the

former spouse. Retirees do not see the division of property tax adjustment until the

end of the tax reporting year.

If the payment under the Former Spouses’ Protection Act (FSPA) is for division of

property (as opposed to alimony or child support) during our November processing:

(1)The retirees’ annual taxable income is reduced by the amount of division of
property payments made during the year; and

(2)An IRS form 1099R is prepared for the former spouse reporting the division of
property payments as taxable income.

If you have any questions concerning your current home mailing address, or the end of
the tax reporting year, please contact your pay technician at 1-800-772-8724.
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USCG Border Squadron One

Information is sought from the family or
other persons who have any information
on USCG Border Squadron One,
stationed at Dodd Field, Fort Sam Houston,
San Antonio, Texas from 1934 to at least
1939. The unit was commanded by
LT C. F. Edge, with Chief Aviation
Machinists’ Mate R. P. Deuel, C. F.
Overstreet, aviation machinists’ mate;
F. W. Mankert, yeoman; H. W. Logan,
aviation machinists’ mate; H. C. Bolen,
radioman. Both LT Edge and CPO Deuel
were pilots. The unit flew two navy
observation planes on anti-smuggling
patrols along the US/Mexican border.
Any information, including pictures, that
anyone has on this unit would be
appreciated and should be sent to

CAPT R. L. Whynot, USCGR (Ret)
8103 N. New Braunfels, Unit 17,
San Antonio, TX 78209.

Request for Reader Assistance

A recent article in the April 2000 issue of American
Heritage magazine, “Big Part in a Big Theater”,
recounts a story about the surrender of the Japanese
garrison on Aguijan Island on 4 September 1945.
Aguijan Island is located just off the south shore
of Tinian Island in the Mariana Islands. The article
mentions the surrender being held aboard a
U. S. Coast Guard Vessel and was attended by
LT Yamada for the Japanese and Rear Admiral
Marshall Greer, USN representing the United States.
The U. S. Coast Guard vessel involved was the
CG 83525.

Larry Richter, QMCS, USCGR Retired is interested in
any information about the 83 footer such as its
history, the crew aboard at the time of that event and
anything else about that event.

Please contact him at:
404 Oakmont Drive, Morehead City, NC 28557-8936;
phone: (252) 726-5733; email: richter@mail.clis.com.

Officer Register
Distribution

In the past the Officer Register has been printed and
given wide distribution to the officer corps. With
the advent of the Coast Guard Web, this reference
will now be posted electronically starting with the
2000 version, released this past June.

The 2000 officer register will be available via the
Coast Guard Directives System (Link and/or
CD-ROM). It will also be available on the G-W
Web site:  http:/CGWEB.COMDT.mil/CGPC-opm/
opml/homepage/opml_homepage.htm.

Intranet access is currently not directly available to
every unit, but should be by the end of CY00 when
SW-III migration is completed. Meanwhile, any
officer desiring data may request it from their
servicing personnel office. Any inconvenience this
may cause until SW-III migration is complete is
believed to be outweighed by substantial printing
and distribution cost savings, for this reference docu-
ment.

Source: ALCOAST 248/00
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| Reunions |

Owensboro Reserve Reunion will be starting at 1500 on 14 October 2000 at the Shady Rest Restaurant on
Route 60, Owensboro, Kentucky. For more information contact LT Les Allen via email at lallen@carlisleinc.com
or CWO Radin at (859) 885-1236 or via email at gpradin@Juno.com.

USS Centaurus AKA17 is having it's ninth annual reunion in San Antonio, Texas from 19 — 21 October 2000 at
the Holiday Inn-Market Square, 318 Durango Street. For reservations call 800-445-8475.

Military Reunion FAM Tour, 12-15 October 2000 in Colorado Springs, CO. Highlights include the Air Force
Academy, Garden of the Gods, Royal Gorge, Flying W Ranch entertainment and the Olympic Training Center.
For additional information, call 1-800-888-4748, ext. 138 or 135, or check out the Bureau’'s web site: www.
coloradospringsreunion.com.

COMSEASEC - LT Marc M. Fagenbaum is attempting to see if there is sufficient interest in having a reunion next
year in south Florida for all former members of COMSEASEC (Commander, Southeast Asia Section). If you are
interested, please contact via email at MFagenbaum@ISCMiami.uscg.mil or User308107 @aol.com.

Fort Hamilton Command, Brooklyn, NY will hold their Retiree Appreciation Day on Saturday, 4 November 2000.

USCGC Taney (WPG/WHEC-37) annual reunion will be held 12 — 15 October at the Mount Harbor Hotel (401)
727-2000 in Baltimore, Maryland and on board the Taney in Inner Harbor. Rooms are $89 per night with free
shuttles to Inner Harbor provided. Contact SK1 Frank Tobat at (410) 546-1557 or CAPT Gene Moran at (757)
484-8210. All former shipmates are invited.

AGC Flagship Alliance 29 October — 2 November 2000 in Bowie, MD. Contact Bill Kearney, 77 Garden Hills
Drive, Cranston, Rl 02920 or via email billteton@juno.com.

Coast Guard Combat Veterans Association Kentucky 2000 Reunion/Convention 22 — 26 October 2000 in Ft
Mitchell, KY. For more information contact Ed Burke, 17728 Striley Drive, Ashton, MD 20861-9763 (Msg & Fax
(301) 570-5664).

USCGC RUSH (WHEC 723) reunion of the 1970/71 VIETNAM crew to be held 6 — 10 May 2002, at the Plaza
Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada. Contact Royal Baby John A. Vogel, 1311 West Sixteenth Place, Yuma, AZ 85364,
(520) 783-3625 or LRVOGEL @cybertrails.com for further information.

Locator

- Gene Gregory would like to make contact with

anyone who might have served with his
grandfather, Carroll Levi Rayfield, a Coast Guard

- Nancy Golden is trying to locate and

would like to hear from Colleen Gernel machinist’s mate who served aboard a ship on
(McDonald). Plea