Protecting Your Property in an Emergency

In an emergency situation, there’s little time to think about property and possessions—you have to focus on personal safety and the lives of your loved ones. That’s why it’s important to take action to protect property beforehand. Here are a few steps you can take to ensure that your property survives an emergency in the best condition possible.


The most important steps are to create an emergency plan as a family and make a household emergency kit. Then, take your family on a hazard hunt around the house to spot potential hazards or dangers before an emergency strikes.
· Make sure shelves, pictures, and mirrors are securely on the wall and away from beds. Place large, heavy objects on bottom shelves. Store any flammable liquids (pesticides, fuel, oily rags, etc.) away from heat sources and possibly in metal cans to prevent fires.

· Repair any defective electrical wiring or leaky gas connections. Secure the water heater by strapping it to wall studs.

· Make sure your chimneys, flue pipes, vent connectors, and gas vents are clean. Repair any cracks in the ceilings or home foundation.

Preparations for Specific Emergencies

· Earthquake—Fasten tall, heavy furniture to wall studs, and install strong latches on cabinets.

· Fire—Check smoke alarms monthly, and change batteries annually.
· Flood—Try to locate the electric service panel and appliances above flood level.
· Hurricane—Install hurricane shutters or stockpile precut plywood and tape to cover windows and doors. If you live in mobile housing, secure it to a foundation with chains or cables. Put outdoor furniture inside.
· Wildfire—Remove and limit vegetation and other combustibles to create a 30-foot safety zone around your home. If possible, use fire-resistant siding and safety glass for windows and doors.

Be “Always Prepared”

Get a kit. Make a plan. Be informed. You can find more tips on family emergency preparedness on the Coast Guard’s Work-Life website at www.uscg.mil/worklife/???.asp.
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