Captain John W. Koster

Commanding Officer / Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection (OCMI)
U.S. Coast Guard Activities Europe
Rotterdam, The Netherlands
Captain Koster reported to his present assignment from U. S. Coast Guard Headquarters in Washington DC, where he served on the Assistant Commandant for Marine Safety, Security & Environmental Protection’s Prevention Policy Directorate Quality Assurance and Traveling Inspectors staff (CG-546).  
Previous tours of duty include assignments as Executive Officer/Acting OCMI of Coast Guard Activities/ Marine Inspection Office Europe, and as Chief of the Pacific Area/Eleventh District Marine Safety Division Environmental Response Branch in Alameda, California.  A major accomplishment during the latter was his service as the Coast Guard Exercise Director for the gigantic 1998 Alaska SONS (Spills of National Significance) pollution response exercise.    
A veteran of 26 years of Coast Guard service at ten different duty stations, Captain Koster has 18 years experience in Prevention, Marine Safety, Security and Environmental Protection.  
Additional previous assignments include Supervisor of USCG Marine Safety Detachment Massena, New York ("Gatekeeper to the Great Lakes"); Chief of Inspections & Investigations at USCG Marine Safety Office Detroit, Michigan; Duty Inspector/Investigator at USCG Marine Safety Office Puget Sound, Seattle, Washington; and as a Search & Rescue helicopter Aircraft Commander at Coast Guard Air Stations in Texas and Puerto Rico.
Captain Koster hails from the San Francisco Bay Area and is a 1976 graduate of Humboldt State University, Arcata, California.  Following college, he joined the U.S. Peace Corps and served as a volunteer Marine Biologist in Kenya, East Africa.  He is a 2005-06 Fellow of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology's Center for International Studies SEMINAR XXI (Foreign Politics, International Relations & the National Interest).  He also holds certifications as ISO 9000:2000 QMS and Maritime Auditor, and has served as member of an international audit team for the UN International Maritime Organization (IMO) Voluntary Member State Audit Scheme. 

