Motorcycle Personal Protective Equipment Requirements
COMDTINST 5100.47 

Safety and Environmental Health Manual 

Chapter 10.I.9.g
G.  Required Personal Protective Equipment.  All motorcycle operators and passengers and moped operators, whether military or civilian, shall wear the PPE indicated in this paragraph when onboard a Coast Guard facility.  All military personnel operating motorcycles and mopeds shall wear this equipment at all times regardless of where the motorcycle is operated.  Note:  The following equipment is also required for entry on all DOD installations:

(1) A DOT- or Snell-approved motorcycle helmet properly fastened under the chin.  “Novelty” helmets are prohibited.  Certified helmets are readily identifiable by a minimum of one-inch thick firm polystyrene foam, weighing approximately three pounds and having a decal attached as referenced in Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS) 218.

(2) Properly worn eye protection devices, which are defined as impact or shatter resistant glasses, goggles or full-face shield attached to helmet.  A windshield or fairing is not considered to be proper eye protection.  Dark lenses should not be used at night.

(3) Over the ankle, sturdy footwear.

(4) Full-fingered gloves.

(5) Long-legged trousers.

(6) Long-sleeved shirt or jacket.

(7) For off-road riding, PPE that is appropriate for the sport or activity, including additional padding and guarding.

(8) Brightly colored or white upper garments during the day and high visibility reflective or retro-reflective vests, harnesses or strips on clothing at night or in periods of low visibility (fog and rain).  Outer upper garments should be clearly visible and not covered.  Note:  DOD installations require retro-reflective vests or harnesses at all times.

