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MEMORANDUM

	From:
	J. D. Price, ET1
	Reply to
Attn of:
	ET1 Price


	To:
	CG Institute (CGV)

	Thru:
	K. E. Wirth, LCDR
USCGC ALDER (WLB-216)

	Subj:
	VANDER PUTTEN FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP GRANT


	Ref:
	(a) ALCOAST 050/07, SUBJ: VANDER PUTTEN FAMILY SCHOLARSHIPS - OFF DUTY EDUCATION SUPPORT


1.  With programs like Tuition Assistance and the Montgomery G.I. Bill, every service member has a great financial starting point to pursue higher education while in service of their county. I have used these programs for the past ten years with great success; however, these programs have limitations which do not cover all expenses involved with earning a degree. Expenses not covered typically include the host of service fees that are charged by colleges and universities to cover overhead and full time student support functions. These range from parking fees to computer/internet access fees and even student organizations fees. Unfortunately, these fees are mandatory regardless of a part-time student’s use of many of the services; the Vander Putten Family Scholarship grant would provide the needed funding for those expenses not covered by the other great programs available to service members.
2.  At the end of my academic efforts, I hope to have attained a Bachelor’s of Arts degree in English. Improvements in my writing ability have been recognized at my current and previous units and I feel my increased communication skills contribute positively to every aspect of shipboard life. These improvements are directly related to my participation in advanced education programs. Clarity in communications should be a high priority at all times whether it is routine like employee evaluations, equipment troubleshooting reporting, standardized Coast Guard correspondence or as unique as contributing to Coast Guard-wide publications. In adherence with the Coast Guard’s Core Values, I see it as my duty to be as articulate as possible while communicating professionally.

3.  I am currently enrolled at both the University of Minnesota-Duluth and Lake Superior College. My studies have concentrated primarily on Communications and Advanced Writing Techniques. I have maintained a B average over the past semester and anticipate finishing this semester with an A average. In my most recent employee evaluation, I received three marks of superior in the Professional Specialty Knowledge, Quality of Work, and Using Resources competencies. Additionally, I received six marks of excellent in other competencies ranging from Communicating to Initiative. I have always been able to provide excellent written evidence to my supervisors regarding my performance. I will be transferring this summer and have received orders to the Training Center at Yorktown, VA. I will be filling the role as an instructor in the Boat Forces Division. This position will be very visible and provide me with leadership opportunities that I have not yet broached during my current assignment. Any assistance to further my education and therefore make me a more efficient and articulate leader is greatly appreciated.
4)  Enclosures 1 thru 8 document fulfillment of all requirements outlined in paragraph 4) of reference (a).
#
	

	Enclosures:
	(1) Student Account Summary Lake Superior College 
(2) Tuition Assistance Authorization CGI-1560 for Creative Writing (Spring 07)

(3) Student Academic Record Lake Superior College (Spring 07)

(4) Student Account Summary University Of Minnesota

(5) Tuition Assistance Authorization CGI-1560 for Advanced Writing (Fall 06)

(6) Tuition Assistance Authorization CGI-1560 for Interpersonal Communications (Fall 06)

(7) Tuition Assistance Authorization CGI-1560 for Introductory Astronomy (Fall 06)

(8) Email dated 15 Feb 2006 from ET1 Price to CWO Harvey SUBJ: VANDER PUTTEN FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP (VPFS) AWARD
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