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Notice of Availability: CG-ENG Policy Letter 04-12,
“Alternative Pressure Relief Valve Settings on Vessels Carrying
Liquefied Gases in Bulk in Independent Type B and Type C Tanks”

Today the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) published a Federal Register notice announcing the availability of CG-
ENG Policy Letter 04-12, “Alternative Pressure Relief Valve Settings on Vessels Carrying Liquefied Gases in
Bulk in Independent Type B and Type C Tanks.” Existing USCG regulations regarding the allowable stress
factors for the subject types of tanks have been in place since May 3, 1979. Coast Guard regulatory standards in
this regard are stricter than International Maritime Organization (IMO) standards. The Coast Guard recognizes
that there have been technological advances since 1979 with respect to the materials and manufacturing of such
tanks. Based on these advances, the USCG determined that for certain type B and type C independent cargo
tanks which are designed and manufactured using advanced techniques, the IMO standards for allowable stress
factors are sufficient.

The Notice of Availability and CG-ENG Policy Letter 04-12 may be reviewed at http://www.regulations.gov
docket number: USCG-2012-0804.

For more information, please contact Cynthia A. Znati, Ph.D., Hazardous Materials Division, U.S. Coast Guard
(CG-ENG-5), (202) 372-1926, Cynthia.A.Znati@uscg.mil.
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