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	ISC Portsmouth Plan of the Week

08 November – 14 November 2004

Commanding Officer – CAPT Thomas Cahill

Executive Officer – CDR Robert Stohlman

Command Master Chief – MCPO Joseph Paris
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Upcoming Events:

November

Native American Heritage Month

18
CO’s Material Inspection Area 1 (1330)

25
Thanksgiving Day Holiday  [image: image2.wmf]
30
End of the E6 and E8 Eval Cycle

December

1
All Hands Training (0745 Portside)

21
Safety Committee mtg (0900 Ind Conf Rm)


   XO’s Corner 

                             Veterans Day 2004

Every Thursday morning Ms Moisant (the “real” XO) reminds me that ‘it’s time to submit the ‘XO’s Corner’ to her for inclusion in the next Plan of the Week (POTW). I usually try to find something of current or seasonal interest to write about.  With Veterans Day upon us (Already? Where did the year go?), I decided that I wanted to attempt to communicate a few meaningful Veterans Day thoughts...but I gave up quickly as I simply couldn’t find the words to build the phrases and sentences needed to adequately convey anything of real value.  

All of us wearing “Bender Blue” are Veterans regardless of our personal assignment history, our rank insignia, or the “fruit salad” we wear on our uniforms. Make no mistake about it--through your performance of duty, you have directly contributed to the maintenance of our National security during wartime, helped protect life and property at sea, and assisted in safeguarding our environment.  But since I couldn’t come up with any “catch phrases” or cute slogans to help commemorate Veterans Day in this column, I’m simply going to ask each of you to spend 1 full minute on 11 November thinking about nothing other than Veterans Day...what the day means to you, your shipmates, other veterans, and to our Nation.  One minute of reflection will far surpass anything I could write about in this edition of the POTW.  And during those 60 fleeting seconds, don’t forget to thank yourself for being a Veteran on 11 November…you are making a difference.
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General Personnel Information 

· The Angel Auction, administered by the Coast Guard Officers’ Spouses’ Association, Hampton Roads Chapter, will be held Saturday, 13 November at the ISC Portside.  The Silent & Teacup Auctions begin at 1830 and the Live Auction at 1930.  There will be a Cash bar, Hors d’Oeuvres, and door prizes.  The Angel Auction is open to the public with pre-registration required for those without military identification.  Up for bid will be amusement park passes, sporting event tickets, boating excursions, spa services, museum passes, gift baskets and much more.  Proceeds to benefit Coast Guard families through the Angel Fund that has been serving area Coast Guard families in need since 1990.  For more information or to make a donation, call Jill Billiau at 410-8403 or Erin Thomas at 427-1998.
· The ISC Portsmouth Medical Clinic’s primary patient care area is being renovated with a scheduled completion date of 12 November.  During this period the clinic will be open for acute care only.  Normal operations will resume on 15 November.  Routine matters such as physical examinations, immunizations or follow up visits will be scheduled for date after 12 November.  Personnel requiring emergent care should go to the nearest military or civilian emergency room.  The ISC Portsmouth Pharmacy and Dental Clinic will not be affected and will continue normal operations.  

· Thrift Savings Plan (TSP) Open Season for the Military began 15 October 2004 and ends 31 December 2004.  TSP is a retirement savings and investment plan for federal employees and members of the uniformed services.  TSP contributions and earnings are tax-deferred until they are withdrawn from the program.  For more information you can go to web site http://www.tsp.gov.  For those who already belong to TSP, this is the time you can change your contribution.

Financial Corner.   

You decided to visit the vehicle showroom to negotiate your own deal for the one you want.  There are some dos and don’ts you need to know.  Most important – never purchase a vehicle the first time you visit a dealership.  They will try every way possible to get your signature on a contract.  One ploy is to ask if you have a trade in and if you say yes, they ask for your keys to check it out, and you are stuck there until they give you your keys back.  Remember your goal is to get pricing and option info from the MSRP sticker and find out what options your choice of vehicle has.  Their goal is to keep you from leaving without buying.  They absolutely do not want you to comparison shop.  As you look around the showroom inform the salesperson you are definitely not buying today under any circumstances.  The better salesperson knows not to pressure you because they know if you want the vehicle you’ll be back.  If the salesperson tells you that you could drive off today with no money down, or asks you “What will it take to put you in this vehicle today?”  Tell them “Even if it was $1, I would not buy today because I’m weighing all my options.”  Be sure to write down all the option packages, because you’ll need this info later to form your offer.  Big warning guys.  If your salesperson is a woman, do not allow your ego to under estimate her ability as a salesperson to out maneuver you.  As one internet sales manager emailed me, “A red flag should go up if your salesperson is not willing to work with you in a comfortable friendly atmosphere.”  Once salespeople get you on “their turf” they work on you, passing you between 2 or 3 salespeople, each one better than the next.  During the test drive, don’t act excited.  They encourage your euphoria saying things like “Isn’t this great?” because they use your euphoria to hook you.  If they turn on the radio, you should turn it off because you don’t want any distractions when you are listening for strange vibrations or rattles from the vehicle.  Also, music may get you in a party mood, which you don’t want.  Act flighty and indecisive, unimpressed, and go back and forth between liking sport and sedan.  It makes them think their spell over you isn’t working. Whoever is asking the questions controls the conversation, so you should ask all the questions.  Remember, whatever they say isn’t necessarily true until you see it in writing.


ISC MWR Information

Save money on things you love!!!  Lots of buy 1, get 1 frees!  Purchase Value Checks for just $10 and Entertainment Books for only $20.

Need a Santa Suit?  Reserve a beautiful, crushed velvet Santa Suit with all the accessories from ISC Portsmouth MWR.  Book your date now.  Overnight Rental - $40.

Breakfast with Santa – ISC Gymnasium, 0900-1100, Saturday, 11 December 2004.  Tickets $4 and includes breakfast & photo with Santa.  Buy tickets by 3 December.  Space is limited.  Santa will pass out gift bags to each child.  For more info, call 483-8670.

Intramural Basketball Pre-Season starts 29 November (Mon-Fri @ 1100 & 1200) and the regular season starting 6 December (Mon, Wed, & Thur 1100 & 1200).  Rosters due NLT 22 Nov 04.  Contact Jesse Bowden @ 638-2721.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

This week’s events


Monday, 08 November OOD – DC2 C. McKenzie/Sec. 1 





Tuesday, 09 November OOD – YN1 P. Tripp/Sec. 2


Ms. Holloway (CSA) – ISC Admin Class Room 0730-1600. 


TAPS – Portside (0830)





Wednesday, 10 November  OOD – DC1 R. Journee/Sec. 3


Bible Study –ESU Conference Rm 1130-1230 - All Welcome





Thursday, 11 November OOD – HS1 R. Harris/Sec. 4


Veterans Day – Holiday  �





Friday, 12 November OOD – MK2 G. Heape/Sec. 5





Saturday, 13 November OOD – SK1 M. Combs/Sec. 6


Angel Fund Auction – Portside (1830)





Sunday, 14 November OOD – BM1 J. Hinson/Sec. 7�


Duty Engineer 08 Nov thru 14 Nov 04 – MK2 G. Heape
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