2003 FIRST DISTRICT TAX ASSISTANCE SERVICES
Provided by the 

First District Legal Office

408 Atlantic Avenue, Rm 832

Boston, MA 02110

(617) 223-8500


Free electronic filing and direct deposit of refunds: Starting on February 3, 2004 the First District Legal Office is again offering free electronic tax filing by appointment Mondays through Fridays until April 15, 2004.  This free service is open to all active-duty service members, reservists, military retirees, military family members, and Coast Guard civilian employees.


In past years the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) announced that many tax refunds were deposited in the taxpayer’s bank account using the direct deposit program within 7 days of the taxpayer electronically filing.  Even at the busiest times during the tax season, those taxpayers using electronic filing will normally get refunds 2 to 3 weeks faster than those taxpayers who file through the mail.


Electronic filing is not to be confused with the “refund” program offered by commercial tax services where the taxpayer gets a so called “refund” the “same day” or a couple of days after having the tax return prepared and electronically filed with the IRS.  These same-day refunds are not refunds at all but are, in fact, loans.  These loans often have interest rates of nearly 300% per annum.  It rarely makes sense for a taxpayer to pay a high interest rate to get an immediate refund when the First District Legal Office has the free electronic filing service, and the tax refund can be received in 7 to 14 days.


To use the electronic filing service: To use this service the taxpayer must have completed the tax return and be due a refund.  For those who like to do their own taxes, the filer must bring the completed tax return and all 1099, 1098, and W-2 forms to our office. For those who do not enjoy taxes, the First District Legal Office and other VITA volunteers can assist you in filling out tax returns before electronic filing. If filing a joint tax return, both spouses must be present or one spouse must have a special power of attorney from the other spouse to file electronically. Currently, electronic filing is available at the First District Legal Office and on a limited basis at ISC Boston, MSO Boston,  Group Long Island Sound, MSFO Long Island, Group Southwest Harbor, Group Portland, and Activities New York. (Please call the legal office if you are active duty Coast Guard and assigned outside one of these areas for information regarding electronic filing that may be available through other military legal offices in your area.) Taxpayers who would like their refunds deposited directly into their bank account must bring a check or some other document that contains their account number and the bank’s routing transmit number (RTN).  Additionally, the taxpayer should contact the financial institution to ascertain the proper direct deposit procedures for this transaction.

Special powers of attorney from one spouse to the other for purposes of electronic tax filing are available from the First District Legal Office.  IRS form 2848, power of attorney is available on the IRS website noted below and via FAX from the First District Legal Office at the telephone number noted above.  The form 2848 will be accepted for electronic filing.  

Electronic filing is done by appointment only, and appointments are scheduled by calling the First District legal Office.


VITA volunteers assist with tax form preparation: Any Coast Guard active-duty member, reservist, dependent, or civilian employee, who has questions or problems completing a 2003 income tax return should contact their local Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) volunteer, who is IRS-trained to prepare income tax forms.  The VITA volunteers have charts showing which forms to file, and they can assist with preparation of the 1040EZ form and 1040A form.  Some VITA volunteers may have more experience and can provide assistance with the 1040 form.  For a referral to your local VITA volunteer please see the attached list of 2003 First District Tax Volunteers, or access the Coast Guard legal assistance internet website at www.uscg.mil/legal/la for a list of First District tax volunteers, over 35 articles on general tax information, and tax links to all state tax offices, IRS forms, publications, and instructions.


Legal Assistance Attorneys assist with federal income tax forms: By appointment First District Legal Office Attorneys will assist with preparation of 1040EZ, 1040A, and 1040 federal income tax returns.  These services are most in demand between February 12th - February 21st and March 21st - April 12th and you are encouraged to call early to guarantee availability of this service. 


Questions, Forms, Websites: Taxpayers can call the IRS for answers to federal income tax questions and to order federal income tax forms.  The IRS telephone number is (800) 829-1040.  Federal income tax forms, publications, and instruction booklets are also available on the IRS website at www.irs.gov.  Most tax authorities also maintain an Internet website where the taxpayer can obtain state income tax forms and publications.  Taxpayers can access both the IRS website and all state tax websites from either the First District Legal Office intranet site at http://cgweb.d1.uscg.mil/dl/default.htm or the Coast Guard Legal Assistance Program internet website http://www.uscg.mil/Legal/la . Many federal and Massachusetts income tax forms are also available in the First District Legal Office.  Federal and state tax forms may also be available at your local library or post office.
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	First CG District VITA Contacts

	Unit
	VITA Volunteer
	Phone Number

	First Coast Guard District Legal Office
408 Atlantic Avenue
Boston, MA 02110

Electronic Filing & All States
	Mr. Benjamin McCarty
LT Chris Coutu 
	(617) 223-8500
(617) 223-8500

	ISC Boston
427 Commercial Street
Boston, MA 02109

Electronic Filing
	Ms. Bev Primm
 
	(617) 223-3119



	MSO Boston
4557 Commercial Street
Boston, MA 02109

Electronic Filing
	LT Michael Antonellis
LTJG Shameen Anthanio-Williams
	(617) 223-3046
(617) 223-3020

	Group Southwest Harbor
184 Clark Point Road
Southwest Harbor, ME 04679

Electronic Filing
	LT James Rush
BMCS Timothy Sullivan
	(207) 244-4230
(207) 244-4297

	Group Portland
259 High Street
So. Portland, ME 04106

Electronic Filing
	Mr. Roland Belair
CPO Michael Derevjanik
SK1 Sean Pesz
	(207) 767-0390
(207) 767-0365
(207) 767-0341

	MSO Providence
20 Risho Ave
East Providence, RI 02914-1208
	Mr. John Smelser

	(401) 435-2320


	Group Long Island Sound
120 Woodward Ave
New Haven, CT 06512

Electronic Filing
	CWO Ronald Millspaugh
YN2 Michael Piper

	(203) 468-4484
(203) 468-4490


	Sta New London
c/o Ft, Trumbull
New London, CT 06320 
	FS2 Toyna Tippins
	(860) 442-4471

	Activities New York
212 Coast Guard Drive
Staten Island, NY 10305

Electronic Filing
	CWO Peggy Kennedy
YN2 Ivan Chestnut
PO Glendaliz Felix
	(718) 354-3096
(718) 354-4041
(718) 354-4410

	MSFO Long Island
2045-2 Route 112
Coram, NY 11727

Electronic Filing

	LT Kirsten Codel
ENS Brian Zekus

	(631) 732-0853


	Other VITA Locations

	USCG Academy Legal Office, New London, CT

Hanscom Air Force Base, MA Legal Office

Naval Legal Services (NLSO) Newport, RI

Naval Legal Services Detachment Groton, CT

Naval Legal Services Detachment Brunswick, ME

Fort Hamilton, Brooklyn, NY Legal Office

Fort Monmouth, NJ Legal Office 

NLSO Earle, Colts Neck, NJ

Electronic Filing is available at all these locations
	(860) 701-6795

(781) 377-2361

(401) 841-2437

(860) 694-3741

(207) 921-2355

(718) 630-4004/4743

(732) 532-4371

(908) 866-2256

	
	
	
	


