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To:	Distribution





Subj:	COAST GUARD GENERAL AND SPECIAL COURT-MARTIAL TRIAL GUIDE





This Trial Guide is provided for use in Coast Guard general and special courts-martial as an aid in conducting trial proceedings.   The use of this Guide is not mandatory.  However, either this Trial Guide or the trial guide in the Manual for Courts-Martial, or the trial procedure guide in the  Military Judges’ Benchbook, DA PAM 27-9, should be used.  





This instrument should not be used in a rigid manner.  Rather, trial participants should use the Trial Guide as an aid in executing the standard procedural sequence in ordinary cases.  The participants must be prepared to modify or adapt to meet the peculiar requirements of individual trials.  Familiarity with the Trial Guide, rather than inflexible recitation, will enhance the courtroom atmosphere and generally facilitate court-martial proceedings.





The Coast Guard General and Special Court-Martial Trial Guide is arranged in the order of a typical Coast Guard court-martial.  It is based on Appendix 8, Manual for Courts-Martial, United States.  Parentheses are used to indicate provisionally applicable language and to alert trial participants to the necessity of choosing between or among words or phrases set off.  Italics and brackets indicate informational notes.





Recommendations for future changes to the General and Special Court-Martial Trial Guide should be submitted to Commandant (G-L-4).











	PAUL M. BLAYNEY


	Chief Counsel
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