CHAPTER 4


GUIDE FOR TRIAL ON THE MERITS WITH MEMBERS





	[NOTE:  If not done previously, it may be appropriate to hold an Article 39(a) session before the members arrive to address stipulations, documentary evidence, or other issues that are likely to require such a session.]


MJ:	Will the prosecution make an opening statement?


TC:	(No)(Yes.                                           .)


MJ:	Will the defense make an opening statement?


DC:	(No)(The defense will make its statement after the prosecution has rested.)  (Yes ____________________.)


	Prosecution's Case.


MJ:	The prosecution may present its case.


TC:	The prosecution calls as its first witness                .


	Oath for Witness.


TC:	Do you swear or affirm that the evidence you give in the case now in hearing shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?


WIT:	                      .  


TC:	Please state your name (grade, duty station, and armed force) (and address).


WIT:	                     .


	[NOTE:  The full address of a witness is not required.  It should be omitted in appropriate cases, such as where it might endanger the witness.]


		[NOTE:  Identification of accused: Except where an identification is inappropriate (e.g., when the witness is a laboratory technician), or where a foundation must be laid, Trial Counsel at an early point should ask the witness to identify the accused.]


	[NOTE:  Trial counsel should conduct direct examination of the witness.  SEE MRE 611.]


TC:	No further questions.


MJ:	[To defense counsel]      , you may cross-examine.


DC:	No (further) questions.


	[NOTE:  The parties should be permitted to conduct such redirect and recross examination as may reasonably be necessary.  SEE MRE 611.  After the parties have completed their questioning, the military judge and members may ask additional questions.  Each member's question will be collected by the bailiff, marked as an Appellate Exhibit, examined by counsel for each side for possible objections, and, if admissible, asked by the military judge.  If there are any objections requiring discussion, they should be raised and ruled on at an Article 39(a) session.  SEE MRE 614 (b).]


MJ:	Do the members have any questions for this witness?


	Witness Warning.


	[NOTE:  After the questioning of a witness is completed, the military judge should determine whether the witness is expected to be recalled.  The military judge should advise the witness as follows:]


MJ:	                   , thank you.  You are excused (subject to recall).  Please do not discuss your testimony or knowledge of the case with anyone except the attorneys until the trial is over.  If anyone else tries to talk to you about the case, stop them and report the matter to one of the attorneys or to me.


	[NOTE:  The witness should withdraw from the courtroom.  If the witness desires to remain in the courtroom, ask both counsel for any objections.  SEE MRE 615.]


TC:	The prosecution calls as its next witness                     .


	[NOTE:  Trial counsel continues to present the prosecution's case.  If exhibits were admitted at an Article 39(a) session, trial counsel may, with the permission of the military judge, read or present the evidence to the court-martial.]


	[NOTE:  In the event of a recess, continuance, or adjournment the military judge should (1) announce a time when the court-martial will reconvene, (2) tell the members what to do with their notes, and (3) remind the members to avoid discussing the case with anyone, to avoid consulting any legal references, and to avoid exposure to matters relating to the case.  When the court-martial resumes, the following announcement is appropriate.]


MJ:	The court-martial will come to order.


TC:	The parties, the members, and the military judge are all present.


		[NOTE: Upon completion of the prosecution case, trial counsel should announce:]


TC:	The prosecution rests.


		[NOTE:  Unless defense counsel is definitely not going to raise a motion for a finding of not guilty, an Article 39(a) session should be held at this point.  SEE RCM 917.  


	Defense Case.


	[NOTE:  Defense counsel may now make an opening statement if one was not made previously.]


DC:	The defense calls as its first witness                 .


	[NOTE:  Trial counsel administers the oath to each witness.  Defense counsel conducts direct examination, and trial counsel conducts cross-examination of each witness.  Redirect and recross examination may be conducted as appropriate.  The military judge and members may question each witness.  SEE NOTE at page 4-3.  Defense counsel continues to present the defense case.  If exhibits were admitted at an Article 39(a)session, defense counsel may, with the permission of the military judge, read or present the evidence to the court-martial.  Upon completion of the defense case, defense counsel should announce:]


DC:	The defense rests.


	[NOTE:  The parties may present evidence in rebuttal and surrebuttal.  SEE RCM 913(c)(1).  After the parties complete their presentations, additional evidence may be presented when the military judge so directs.  SEE RCM 801(c), 913(c)(1)(F).]


	[NOTE:  When a witness is recalled, the following is appropriate:]


TC:	Are you the same                    who testified earlier in this court-martial?


WIT:	I am.


TC:	You are reminded that you are still under oath.


	Additional Evidence.


MJ:	Does any member of the court desire to have any witness recalled, any additional witnesses called, or any further evidence brought out? If so, please write on a question form the witness and the subject of testimony, or the evidence you are interested in.


MEM:	                        .


MJ:	The court-martial will be recessed so that counsel and I can discuss certain procedural matters.  It will reconvene at              .  When we reconvene, each counsel will be given an opportunity to present an argument to you.  Following the presentation of arguments, I will instruct you on the law and the voting procedures you must follow, and after my instructions, the court-martial will close for your deliberations.  


	Do not discuss the case with anyone during this recess.


	[NOTE:  Conduct an Article 39(a) session to discuss findings instructions, examine the findings worksheet, and mark it as an Appellate Exhibit.  SEE RCMs 920 and 921.  Although instructions can be discussed informally at an RCM 802 conference, the Military Judge must go over them on the record and allow both counsel the opportunity to object or to propose changes and 	additions during an Article 39(a) session.  SEE RCM 920(c).  If it has not been done before, require both counsel to state on the record that they are satisfied with the deliberation room.]


MJ:	The court-martial will come to order.


TC:	The parties, the members, and the military judge are present.


MJ:	Members of the court, counsel are about to present arguments.  These arguments are not evidence.  Rather, they are the interpretations placed upon the evidence before you by each counsel in an effort to assist you in discharging your responsibilities in deciding the guilt or innocence of the accused.  Counsel may now proceed.


TC:	      (Argument)    .


DC:	      (Argument)    .


TC:	      (Closing argument)  .


	[NOTE:  The military judge orally instructs the members on findings.  In an appropriate case, written instructions duplicating oral instructions may be provided.  SEE RCM 920(d).]


	Instructions on Findings.


MJ:	[To members.]  Now that all of the evidence has been presented to you and counsel have finished with their arguments, it is time for you to determine the facts in this case and decide whether the accused is guilty or not guilty.  At this time, I am going to instruct you on the law to be applied in this case.  When the court is closed for you to deliberate and vote on the findings, each of you must resolve the ultimate question--whether the accused is guilty or not guilty--based upon the evidence presented here in court and upon the instructions that I will now give you.  It is your duty to determine the facts in this case and then to apply the law to those facts thereby determining the guilt or innocence of the accused.  In doing so you must always bear in mind the fact that the law presumes the accused to be innocent of the Charges against (her)(him).


MJ:	During their arguments both counsel have summarized and commented upon certain evidence, and during my instructions, I too, may summarize or make comments upon the evidence.  These summaries or comments should not be considered to be evidence because they are not.  Rather, it is your own independent recollection of matters properly presented during the trial that constitutes the evidence in the case that you must rely upon in determining the facts.  (During their arguments, counsel have made reference to instructions that they anticipated that I would give you.  If there is any inconsistency between what counsel have said about my instructions and the actual instructions that I now give you, you must accept my instructions as being correct.)


	[NOTE:  Advise the members of the elements of the offenses charged, including lesser included offenses and defenses in issue, definitions, and all other matters reasonably raised by the evidence and required by law.  These instructions must be tailored to the case.  SEE Military Judges’ Benchbook, DA PAM 27-9.]


	Elements.


MJ:	I will begin by giving you the elements of the offense(s).  In order to find the accused guilty of (the) Specification (     ) of (the) Charge (     ), you must be satisfied by legal and competent evidence beyond reasonable doubt that       (List elements)                       .


	[NOTE:  If any lesser included offenses are in issue, instruct as follows:


MJ:	The court is further advised that the offense of _______________________ is a lesser included offense of the offense set forth in (the) Specification (____________________) (of)(the) Charge _______________.  When you vote, if you find the accused not guilty of the offense charged, that is ____________________ then you should consider the lesser included offense of _______________________, in violation of Article __________.  In order to find the accused guilty of this lesser offense, you must be convinced by legal and competent evidence beyond a reasonable doubt as follows: (List the elements of the lesser included offense.)


�
MJ:	The offense charged,                  , and the lesser included offense of __________________ differ (in that the offense charged requires, as (an) essential element(s), that you be convinced beyond a reasonable doubt that __________  , whereas the lesser offense of _________________ does not include such (an) element(s).  (In other words, the lesser included offense contains the same elements as the offense charged with the exception of _______________).  (You are further advised that another lesser included offense of the offense alleged in (the) Specification (_________________) (of)(the) Charge ____________________, is the offense of _____________________________ in violation of Article ________.  In order to find the accused guilty of this lesser offense, you must be convinced by legal and competent evidence beyond a reasonable doubt as follows: (List the elements of the lesser included offense.)


MJ:	This lesser included offense differs from the lesser included offense I discussed with you previously in that (Explain as above).


	[Note: The following must be given verbatim! SEE Article 51(c).]


MJ:	You are further advised:  FIRST, that the accused must be presumed to be innocent until (her) (his) guilt is established by legal and competent evidence beyond a reasonable doubt; SECOND, if there is reasonable doubt as to the guilt of the accused, the doubt shall be resolved in favor of the accused, and (s)he shall be acquitted; THIRD, (that if there is reasonable doubt as to the degree of guilt, the finding must be in the lower degree of guilt, as to which there is no reasonable doubt; and FOURTH), that the burden of proof to establish the guilt of the accused beyond reasonable doubt is upon the government.


	Reasonable Doubt.


MJ:	"Reasonable doubt" is not a fanciful or imaginative doubt or conjecture, but is an honest, conscientious doubt suggested by the material evidence or lack of it in the case.  It is a genuine misgiving caused by insufficiency of proof of guilt.  


	There are very few things in this world that we know with absolute certainty, and in criminal cases, the law does not require proof that overcomes every possible doubt.  The proof must be such as to exclude not every hypothesis or possibility of innocence but rather to exclude every fair and rational hypothesis except that of guilt.  Proof beyond a reasonable doubt is proof that leaves you firmly convinced of the accused's guilt.


		The rule as to reasonable doubt extends to each element of the offense, although each particular fact advanced by the prosecution that does not amount to an element need not be established beyond reasonable doubt.


	If, based on your consideration of the evidence, you are firmly convinced of the truth of each and every element, you must find the accused guilty.  If, on the other hand, you think there is a real possibility that the accused is not guilty, you must give (her)(him) the benefit of the doubt and find (her)(him) not guilty.


	Categories of Evidence.


MJ:	Evidence may be direct or circumstantial.  Direct evidence is evidence that tends directly to prove or disprove a fact in issue.  Circumstantial evidence is evidence that tends directly to prove not a fact in issue, but some other fact or circumstance from which, either alone or together with some other facts or circumstances, you may reasonably infer the existence or nonexistence of a fact in issue.  For example, if a witness testified that he or she saw it rain during the evening, that would be direct evidence that it rained.  If there was evidence that the street was wet in the morning, that would be circumstantial evidence from which you might reasonably infer that it rained during the night.  There is no general rule for determining or comparing the weight to be given to direct or circumstantial evidence.  You should give all the evidence the weight and value you believe it deserves.


	Stipulations.


MJ:	Of Fact: The parties to this trial have stipulated or agreed that _____________________.  When counsel for both sides, with the consent of the accused, stipulate and agree to (a fact) (the contents of a writing), the parties are bound by the stipulation and the stipulated matters are facts in evidence to be considered by you along with all the other evidence in the case.


MJ:	Of Expected Testimony: The parties to this trial have stipulated or agreed what the testimony of _____________________ would be if (she)(he) were present in court and testifying under oath.  This stipulation does not admit the truth of the testimony, which may be attacked, contradicted, or explained in the same manner as any other testimony.  You may consider along with all other factors affecting believability, the fact that you have not had an opportunity to observe this (these) witness(es).


	[NOTE:  Give specific instructions on evidentiary matters that have been raised.  Sometimes it may be necessary to intersperse them with other instructions in order to make them more meaningful to the members.  SEE Military Judges’ Benchbook Chaps.  4-7.  An instruction on the effect of misconduct not charged should be given only if requested by the defense.  SEE 	MRE 105.  The following are generic misconduct and spillover instructions that may be useful starting points.]


MJ:	There may have been some evidence in this case of misconduct by the accused, with which the accused is not charged.  You may not consider such evidence of uncharged misconduct to conclude that the accused is a bad person or has criminal tendencies and that (she)(he) therefore committed the offenses charged.


MJ:	In determining whether the prosecution has met its burden of proof on any offense, you must weigh the evidence as it relates to the elements of that offense, regardless of whether the prosecution has met its burden of proof with respect to any other offense.  So, if the court finds from the evidence that the accused committed an offense, that finding constitutes absolutely no support of any other alleged offense.  In other words, you may not infer from one finding of guilt that the accused committed any other offense.


	Matters to Disregard/Limitations on Evidence.


MJ:	(At) (Several) (times) during this trial, I have instructed you to disregard certain matters.  I want you to recall my instructions in this regard and I want to remind you that these matters may not be considered by you for any purpose whatsoever.  (In addition) I have allowed certain evidence to be admitted only for specific limited purposes, and I have restricted your consideration of that evidence only to these purposes.  I again instruct you that you may consider that evidence only for the purpose for which it was admitted and for no other purpose whatsoever.


	Credibility of Evidence.


MJ:	You should bear in mind that only matters properly before the members as a whole may be considered in your deliberations.  In weighing the evidence, you are expected to use your common sense and your knowledge of human nature.  You should consider the inherent probability or improbability of the evidence in the light of all the circumstances of the case.  (With this in mind you may properly believe one witness and disbelieve several witnesses whose testimony is in conflict with that of the one.)


	Credibility of Witnesses.


MJ:	The final determination as to the weight of the evidence and the credibility of the witnesses in this case rests solely upon you as court members.  In determining the weight and value to be given to the testimony that you have heard, you should carefully scrutinize the testimony given, the circumstances under which each witness has testified, and every other matter that tends to indicate whether the witness is worthy of belief.  Consider each witness's intelligence, ability to observe and accurately remember, sincerity and conduct in court, (and) (friendships and prejudices) (and) (character as to truth and veracity).  Consider also any relation each witness may bear to either side of the case, their (motives), (bias), (opportunity for collusion), the manner in which each witness might be affected by the findings; and the extent to which, if at all, each witness's testimony is either supported or contradicted by other evidence.  (Inconsistencies or discrepancies in the testimony of a witness or between the testimony of different witnesses, may or may not cause you to discredit that testimony.  In weighing the effect of a discrepancy, consider whether it pertains to a matter of importance or to an unimportant detail and whether the discrepancy results from innocent error or willful falsehood.  Where conflict or inconsistency appears, it is your function to resolve it and to determine where the truth lies.)


	 [NOTE:  When the accused has testified, give the following:]


MJ:	The rules for determining the weight and value to be attached to the testimony of witnesses apply with equal force to the testimony given by the accused.


	[NOTE: When the accused has not testified give the following instruction at the option of the defense or when necessary in the interests of justice.  SEE MRE 301(g).]


MJ:	The accused has not testified in this case.  (Her)(His) silence is not an admission of guilt, rather it is the exercise of a right conferred by the Constitution, protected by law, and carefully guarded by this court.  Therefore, you must not draw any adverse inferences from (her) (his) decision not to take the stand, or hold it against (her) (him) in any way.


	Comments of Judge.


MJ:	You must disregard any comment, statement, or gesture made by me during the course of the trial which may seem to indicate an opinion as to the weight or credibility of the evidence or the guilt or innocence of the accused.  You alone have the independent responsibility of deciding this issue.  (No information you have received concerning this case prior to trial may be injected into your deliberations.)  Each of you must consider only the evidence presented in open court and you must impartially resolve the ultimate issue of the guilt or innocence of the accused in accordance with the law, the evidence admitted in court, and your own consciences.


	Procedure.


MJ:	Each of you has an equal voice and vote with the other members in deliberating upon and deciding all questions pertaining to the guilt or innocence of the accused, the senior member has no greater rights in these matters than any other member.  Influence through the use of superiority in rank or position may not be employed in any manner in an attempt to control the independence of the members or the exercise of their judgment.  You are each entitled to form and hold to your own opinions.  This does not mean, however, that you cannot change any opinion you may hold, if you are so persuaded.  Persuasion by logic or reason is perfectly permissible and is an integral part of the full and free discussion that you should conduct during your deliberations.  


MJ:	Voting on the findings must be accomplished by secret written ballot and all members are required to vote.  The order in which the several Charges and Specifications are to be voted upon should be determined by the president, subject to objection by a majority of the members.  Voting on the Specification(s) under (the) (each) Charge shall precede voting on the Charge.  If you find the accused guilty of any Specification under a Charge, the finding as to that Charge must also be guilty.  The junior member collects and counts the votes, then the count is checked by the President who immediately announces the result of the ballot to the members.


MJ:	Two-thirds of you must concur in order to convict the accused of any offense.  In this case, since there are          members,           of you must concur in any finding of guilty.  A finding of not guilty results as to any Specification or Charge if no other valid finding is reached thereon.  This means that if ___________ members concur in a finding of guilty, a finding of guilty results.  If less than            members vote for a finding of guilty, the ballot has resulted in a finding of not guilty.


	[NOTE:  If lesser included offenses are in issue, give the following instruction.  SEE RCM 921(c).]


MJ:	You shall not vote on a lesser included offense unless you reach a finding of not guilty of the offense charged.  If you reach a finding of not guilty to a charged offense you shall then vote on (the) (each) included offense on which you have been instructed, (in order of severity beginning with the most severe.)  You shall continue to vote on each included offense on which you have been instructed until a finding of guilty results or findings of not guilty have been reached as to each lesser included offense.


MJ:	Before you begin your voting, you should complete all of your discussions since, except in the case of reconsideration, you may only vote one time on any Specification or Charge.  Do any of you have any questions?


MEM:	                 .


MJ:	To help you put your findings in proper form, I will give you a worksheet.  	Bailiff, please give the worksheet, Appellate Exhibit ____, to the President.  This worksheet contains sample forms for properly announcing your verdict.  It also has language that will not be applicable depending on your actual findings.  Any language on the worksheet that is not applicable should be lined out by the President.  [Go over with the Members carefully!]


MJ:	(The findings worksheet has several options to reflect the words that would be deleted (as well as the words that would be substituted therefor) if you found the accused guilty of (the) (a) lesser included offense.  These options on the worksheet do not indicate any opinion by me or by either counsel concerning any degree of guilt of the accused.  They are merely included to aid you in expressing the various findings that could be made in this case and for no other purpose whatsoever.) The worksheet is provided only as an aid in putting your decision into the proper format for announcement.


MJ:	You may reconsider any finding, whether it is a finding of guilty or not guilty, at any time before it is formally announced in open court.  If at any time, any member desires to reconsider any finding, please inform me by a note signed by the President stating only that reconsideration has been proposed and I will then assemble the parties, open the court, and instruct you how to do it.


MJ:	If during your deliberations, you have any questions about the findings worksheet or about anything else, please inform me by a note to the bailiff signed by the President.  I will then open the court and answer your questions, or send back a written answer if that is possible.


MJ:	The Uniform Code of Military Justice prohibits me or anyone else from entering the room where you are conducting your closed session deliberations.  During those deliberations, you may not consult the Manual for Courts-Martial or any other legal publication.


MJ:	The bailiff will be standing by, out of hearing range, outside the deliberation room.  As soon as you have reached your verdict, please inform the bailiff.  I will then assemble the parties, open the court, and inspect the worksheet.  After this, the President will announce your verdict using the format contained on the worksheet.


MJ:	If for some reason you need to recess from your deliberations, the court must first be reopened.  Just notify the bailiff.  If you want to do anything other than ask for a recess or advise me that you have reached your findings, you should put your request in writing and the President should sign it.


MJ:	I advised you earlier that you could take notes during the trial (and I have noticed that all or most of you have done so).  I remind you that these notes may only be used to refresh your own personal recollection and may not be shown or read to any other member.


MJ:	Does either counsel request any additional instructions or have any objections, not previously made, to the instructions given?


TC:	                  .


DC:	                   .


MJ:	Members, your deliberations may be interrupted by a recess if it is necessary for any reason.  I mention this because there is no head immediately adjacent to your deliberation room.  In order to recess, we must assemble the parties, open the court, formally recess, reassemble, and formally close again for your deliberations.  This is a vital legal requirement.  So, with that in mind, would you like to take a brief recess before you begin, or would you like to begin deliberating immediately?


MEM:	                   .


	[NOTE:  If the members request a short recess, it should be taken at this point and then the court reconvened before proceeding.]


�
MJ:	Mr.  President, I will now give you Prosecution Exhibits__________, Defense Exhibits ______________, and Appellate Exhibit_____, the findings worksheet.  Do you have any questions as to the use of the findings worksheet?


PRES:	                    .


MJ:	[To the members]  You are now in the custody of the bailiff and you may retire for your deliberations.  This court-martial is closed.


	[NOTE:  While the court is deliberating, conduct an Article 39(a) session on sentencing matters.  The military judge should rule on documentary evidence for the sentencing portion of the trial, and insure the accuracy of the personal data on the Charge sheet,  and must advise the accused of his allocution rights, as follows:]


MJ:	                , when the court members return from their deliberations if you are acquitted of (all) (the) Charge(s) and Specification(s), that will terminate the trial.  On the other hand, if you're convicted of any offense, then the trial counsel will read to the court members the information from page one of the Charge Sheet, present any evidence in aggravation of the offense(s), evidence from your personnel records relevant to sentencing, and evidence of any prior convictions.  Then you will have the opportunity to present matters in extenuation and mitigation, that is, matters about the offense(s) or about yourself which you want the court to consider in deciding a sentence.  In addition to the testimony of witnesses and the offering of documentary evidence, you may yourself, if you wish, testify under oath, you may make an unsworn statement, or you may remain silent.  If you testify, you may be cross-examined by the trial counsel and questioned by me and by the court.  If you decide to make an unsworn statement, you may not be cross-examined by the trial counsel or questioned by me or the court, but the prosecution may offer evidence to rebut anything contained in an unsworn statement.  You may make an unsworn statement orally or in writing, personally or through your counsel, or you may use any combination of these methods.  If you decide to exercise your right to remain silent, that cannot be held against you in any way.  Do you understand your rights with regard to Extenuation & Mitigation?


ACC:	                  .


	[NOTE:  SEE RCM 1001(a)(3) and (c)].


MJ:	Does the accused desire to exercise those rights (if it becomes relevant)?  


ACC/DC:                    .


	[NOTE:  After the court members have concluded their deliberations and are ready to announce their findings the court should reopen.]


MJ:	The court will come to order.


TC:	All parties, the members, and the military judge are present.


MJ:	Mr.  President, have the members reached findings?


PRES:	                     .


MJ:	Please hand the exhibits to the bailiff for return to the court reporter.  Please fold the worksheet in half and the bailiff will give it to me.  The bailiff is handing me the findings worksheet.


	[NOTE:  SEE RCM 921(d) concerning the findings worksheet and the procedure to be followed if any problems are indicated.  SEE RCM 924and Military Judges’ Benchbook, DA PAM 27-9, pg 126 if reconsideration of a finding may be necessary.]


MJ:	Your findings appear to be in proper form.  Bailiff, please return the worksheet to the President.  The accused will stand and face the court.  Mr.  President, you may announce the findings.


PRES:	                 .


MJ:	Please be seated.  The bailiff will return the findings worksheet to the court reporter.


	 [NOTE:  If the accused has been found GUILTY of any offense, go to �Chapter 5]


	[NOTE:  If the accused has been found NOT GUILTY of ALL Charges and Specifications, discharge the members and adjourn the court, as follows:]


MJ:	You have now completed your duties as members in this case.  You may wonder whether you can talk to anyone about this case, now that it is over.  Recall that in your oath as members you swore not to disclose or discover the vote or opinion of any particular member of the court unless required to do so in due course of law.  This simply means that you may not tell anyone about the way you or anyone else on the court voted or what opinion you or they had, unless I or another judge tell you to do so in court.  You are each entitled to this privacy.  Other than that, you are free to talk to anyone about the case, including me, the attorneys, or anyone else.  Your deliberations are carried on in the secrecy of the deliberation room to permit the utmost freedom of debate without fear of public scorn, or being subject to the anger or criticism of the accused, the convening authority, or any public official.  In deciding whether to answer questions concerning the case, and if so what to disclose, you should have in mind your own interests and the interests of the other members.  If you do talk to anyone, you may tell them as little or as much about your deliberations or the facts that influenced your deliberations as you want, subject only to the prohibitions contained in your oath.  If anyone persists in discussing the case over your objections, or harasses you, or becomes critical of your service, please report it to me and I will take prompt action to stop it.  You have been an attentive and patient court and I thank you.  You are dismissed.


MJ:	This Court-Martial is adjourned.
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