	

	Home > News > Homeland Security > Principles 


	



Related Links 
Summary: What's New in H.R. 5710

Bill Text: HR 5710 (822k, PDF Format)

House Leaders Urge Senate Return to Homeland Security After Iraq Vote

HR 5005 as Passed by the House (568k, PDF format)

Summary: H.R. 5005 As Reported


	Principles for the Homeland Security Department 
June 18, 2002

House Majority Leader Dick Armey released the following principles to help guide the creation of the Homeland Security Department:
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Ridge Delivers President's
Bill to Congress, 6/18
1. Security First. There must be no greater priority than defending the promise of America. Individual liberty and personal safety come before bureaucratic regulations, rules and red tape. 
2. New Threat Requires New Solutions. The Cold War threat is gone. Let’s make sure that all decisions we make are oriented toward the new threat we face. The enemies of freedom must know that they will not succeed. 

3. Community Security. We need to ensure that every city is just as safe as the nation’s capital. This means that the federal government needs to work with and learn from communities and first-responders. We need to respect the expertise they can provide for the security of this country. 

4. Response Time. Security means our government needs to adapt and respond quickly in emergency situations. 
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Leader Armey Confers
with Speaker Hastert, 6/18
5. Effective Management. For decisions to be made quickly and effectively, the Department needs clear lines of authority. By carefully organizing our resources we can eliminate the waste and inefficiency that detracts from our security.
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