Appeal No. 548 - IVAN B. FELTS, JR. v. US - 4 January, 1952.

In the Matter of Merchant Mariner's Docunent No. Z-810069
| ssued to: |VAN B. FELTS, JR

DECI SI ON AND FI NAL ORDER OF THE COVIVANDANT
UNI TED STATES COAST GUARD

548
| VAN B. FELTS, JR

Thi s appeal has been taken in accordance with Title 46 United
States Code 239(g) and Title 46 Code of Federal Regul ations Sec.
137. 11-1.

On 10 Septenber, 1951, an Exami ner of the United States Coast
GQuard at Honolulu, T. H, revoked Merchant Mariner's Docunent No.
Z- 810069 issued to Ivan B. Felts, Jr., upon finding himguilty of
m sconduct based upon a specification alleging in substance that
whil e serving as fireman-watertender on board the Anerican SS CLYDE
L. SEAVEY under authority of the docunent above descri bed, on or
about 17 August, 1951, while said vessel was at sea, he wongfully
had in his possession a quantity of narcotic drugs; to wt,
marijuana. Appellant was tried jointly with two other seanen who
were charged with simlar specifications.

At the hearing, Appellant was given a full explanation of the
nature of the proceedings, the rights to which he was entitled and
t he possible results of the hearing. Although advised of his right
to be represented by an attorney of his own selection, Appellant
voluntarily elected to waive that right and act as his own counsel.
He entered a plea of "guilty" to the charge and specification
prof fered agai nst him
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Ther eupon, the Investigating Oficer and Appel |l ant made their
openi ng statenents. The Custons Agent in Charge testified in
mtigation in behalf of the person charged stating that the three
men had acquired the marijuana because of the easy access to it in
India and due to curiosity arising fromthe recent publicity in the
United States about marijuana. He added that the nmen had not
i ntended to snmuggle it into the United States but to use it aboard
ship; and that since these nen are first offenders who are not
likely to be repeaters, they should not be deprived of their
i veli hood at sea.

At the conclusion of the hearing, the Exam ner announced his
findings and concl uded that the charge had been proved by plea. He
then entered the order revoking Appellant's Merchant Mariner's
Docunent No. Z-810069 and all other licenses, certificates of
service and docunents issued to this Appellant by the United States
Coast Guard or its predecessor authority.

This appeal is a request for clenency based upon Appellant's
prior good record, his prom se never to commt the offense again
and his desire to sail in order to prove that he has |earned his
| esson. Appellant also states that although he has not been
deprived of his livelihood by the loss of his docunent, he believes
that the other two seanen involved have no neans of nmeking a |iving
except by sailing.

Based upon nmy exam nation of the record submtted, | hereby
make the foll ow ng

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

On 17 August, 1951, Appellant was serving as
fireman-wat ertender on board the Anerican SS CLYDE L. SEAVEY and
acting under authority of his Merchant Mariner's Docunent No.
Z- 810069 while the ship was at sea prior to entering the port of
Honol ul u.

On this date during a routine search of the vessel for
contraband, a quantity of bulk or flaked marijuana (which is
comonly known as hashish in this forn) was found anong Appellant's
possessions. Appellant admtted ownership and stated that he had
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purchased the substance froma native peddl er aboard ship while in
Cal cutta, India.

OPI NI ON

Despite Appellant's apparently sincere desire to prove that he
woul d never again use narcotics if permtted to sail on Anerican
mer chant mari ne vessels, | do not feel that the Coast Guard's
stringent policy of revocation for narcotics offenses should be
relaxed in this case. For reasons stated in the conpani on cases
(Headquarters Appeals Nos. 542 and 543), as well as in numerous
ot her appeal decisions, any association with narcotics aboard
Anerican ships is considered to be such a serious offense, because
of the potential danger to the ship and all persons aboard her,

t hat revocati on of seanen's docunents for such offenses is the only
suitable nmeans of attenpting to renove this unnecessary hazard from
the lives of seanen while they are pursuing their occupation.

ORDER

The Order of the Exam ner dated 10 Septenber, 1951, shoul d be,
and it is, AFFIRVED.

A. C. R chnond
Rear Admral, United States Coast CGuard
Act i ng Comrandant

Dated at Washington, D. C., this 4th day of January, 1952.
***x%x  END OF DECI SION NO 548 ****x*
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