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In the Matter of Certificate of Service No.: E- 660251
| ssued to: JACOB CHARLES GREEN, JR

DECI SI ON AND FI NAL ORDER OF THE COVIVANDANT
UNI TED STATES COAST GUARD

431
JACOB CHARLES GREEN, JR

Thi s appeal cones before ne by virtue of Title 46 United
States Code 239(g) and 46 Code of Federal Regul ations Sec.
137.11-1.

On 14 February, 1950, an Exam ner of the United States Coast
Guard at Phil adel phia, Pennsylvania, revoked Certificate of Service
No. E-660251 issued to Jacob Charles G een, Jr. upon finding him
guilty of "m sconduct" based upon a specification alleging in
substance, that while serving as a waiter on board the U S A T.
GENERAL W P. RI CHARDSON, under authority of the docunent above
described, on or about 5 July, 1947, while said vessel was in a
donestic port, he illegally had in his possession narcotics; to
wt, 92.4 grains of norphine hydrochloride.

At the hearing, Appellant was given a full explanation of the
nat ure of the proceedi ngs and the possi bl e consequences. Although
advi sed of his right to be represented by counsel of his own
sel ection, he elected to waive that right and act as his own
counsel. He entered a plea of "guilty" to the charge and
speci fication.

Ther eupon, the Investigating Oficer nmade his opening
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statenment which included the facts relating to Appellant's

appr ehensi on and subsequent conviction in the United States
District Court for the Eastern District of New York for know ngly
possessing a quantity of narcotics (92.4 grains of norphine

hydr ochl ori de) knowi ng the narcotics to have been illegally

i nported into the United States.

Appel l ant offered in mtigation his youthful ignorance of the
seriousness of the offense and a letter of recommendation from a
former enpl oyer.

At the conclusion of the hearing, having heard the statenents
of the Investigating Oficer and Appellant, the Exam ner found the
charge "proved" by plea and entered an order revoking Appellant's
Certificate of Service No. E-660251 and all other valid |icenses or
certificates of service held by him

Fromthat order, this appeal has been taken, and clenency is
requested on the basis of Appellant's prior clear record; his nine
nont hs i nprisonnent (less tine off for good behavior) for
conviction of the offense in the Federal court; and the fact that
he contributed to the support of his nother and younger brother
bef ore he was arrested.

Based upon nmy exam nation of the Record submtted, | hereby
make the foll ow ng

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

On 5 July, 1947, Appellant was serving as a waiter on board
the U S.A T. GENERAL WP. RI CHARDSON, acting under authority of his
Certificate of Service No. E-660251, while the ship was docked at
Staten Island, New York.

On this date, Appellant was apprehended by the Custons
O ficers as he was | eaving the vessel. A search of his person
di cl osed that he had six norphine anpoules in his right rear
pocket. Analysis disclosed that the anpoul es contai ned norphi ne
hydrochl oride in the anmount of 92.4 grains, net weight.

Appel l ant was indicted for this violation of Title 21 United
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States Code, sec. 174, on 22 July, 1947, and tried in the United
States District Court for the Eastern District of New York, on 31
July, 1947. At the trial, Appellant was represented by counsel and
pl eaded guilty to the offense. He was convicted and sentenced to
nine nonths inprisonnent and fined one hundred doll ars.

Appel | ant stated that he acquired the six norphine anpoules in
June, 1947, from an unknown Gernman in Brenerhaven, CGermany, in
exchange for three packages of his own cigarettes and three
packages of cigarettes supplied by the night watchman on the ship.

Appel | ant was twenty years old at the tinme of the incident and
had been going to sea about three years. There is no record of any
prior disciplinary action having been taken agai nst Appel |l ant by
the United States Coast Cuard.

OPI NI ON

O fenses invol ving any association with narcotics are
consi dered to be anong the nost serious wthin the adm nistration
of the Coast Guard and ones for which revocation is denanded. This
grave danger arises fromthe fact that users of narcotics have been
known to commt acts of violence on fellow crew nenbers w t hout
provocation or malice. For this reason, the Coast Guard is not
able to carry out its statutory duty to preserve safety and
di sci pline on Anerican nerchant vessels, in such cases, by any
order short of revocation of the seaman's nerchant narine
docunents. This policy will not permt that the mtigating
circunstances and the plea for clenency submtted by Appellant be
gi ven such weight as to nodify or alter the order inposed by the
Exam ner.

ORDER

The Order of the Exam ner dated 14 February, 1950, shoul d be,
and it i s AFFI RVED.

Merlin O Neill
Vice Admral, United States Coast CGuard
Conmandant

Dated at Washington, D. C, this 10th day of April, 1950.
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sxxxx END OF DECISION NQ 431 *x**x»
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