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FORWARD DEPLOYED COAST GUARDSMAN RECOGNIZED FOR PROMOTION
NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY BAHRAIN – Petty Officer Travis Whisenant, a native of Houston, Texas, reported to the U. S. Coast Guard Cutter BARANOF (WPB 1318), a subcommand of Coast Guard Patrol Forces Southwest Asia (PATFORSWA), in May of 2014.  BARANOF is one of six Island Class, 110 foot Patrol Boats that operates within the Arabian Gulf in support of U.S. Navy Fifth Fleet missions. Upon arrival, Travis took lead responsibility of the cutter’s five weapons systems, ammunition, pyrotechnics, unit small arms and weapons training.  As the unit Weapons Petty Officer, he works closely with the Operations Officer to ensure the cutter’s weapons systems remain operational by conducting routine maintenance and performing repairs when necessary. Travis was recently promoted to Second Class Petty Officer on September 1st, 2014.

Gunner’s Mate Second Class (GM2) Whisenant reported to Cape May, New Jersey to complete Coast Guard basic training in October 2009. His first assignment was to the USCGC THETIS, a 270 foot Famous Class Medium Endurance Cutter stationed out of Key West, Florida. After serving two years onboard as a Seaman, GM2 Whisenant attended Gunner’s Mate “A” school in Yorktown, Virginia and became a Petty Officer in the Coast Guard. His last assignment, prior to reporting aboard USCGC BARANOF, was in Pascagoula, Mississippi aboard the USCGC DECISIVE, a 210 foot Reliance Class Medium Endurance Cutter. 

PATFORSWA is the Coast Guard’s largest unit outside of the United States.  Established in 2002 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, PATFORSWA has played a key role in maritime security and maritime infrastructure protection operations.  PATFORSWA is comprised of six Island-class cutters, shore side support personnel, Redeployment Assistance and Inspection Detachment, the Middle East Training Team, and other deployable specialized forces operating throughout the U.S. Central Command Area of Responsibility, including Afghanistan and Kuwait.  
###
The U.S. Coast Guard is a military, maritime, multi-mission service within the 
Department of Homeland Security dedicated to protecting the safety and security of America.
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