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	FORWARD DEPLOYED COAST GUARDSMAN RECEIVES PERMANENT CUTTERMAN PIN
NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY BAHRAIN – Boatswains Mate First Class Brian Dressler, a native of Fircrest, Washington, reported to the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter MONOMOY (WPB 1326) of Patrol Forces Southwest Asia (PATFORSWA) in April 2014.  BM1 Dressler serves as the Navigation Division Petty Officer in charge of bridge equipment and operations; while also serving as a boarding officer and small boat coxswain.  His cutterman career started aboard U.S. Coast Guard Cutter CUTTYHUNK (WPB-1322) in Port Angeles, WA followed by cutter BLUE SHARK (WPB-87360) in Everett, WA.  Petty Officer Dressler’s parents Gary and Christine Dressler still reside in Fircrest, WA.
The significance of the Cuttermen’s Insignia is profound. The Cutterman's Insignia was instituted in 1974 to provide recognition for Coast Guard personnel who, in the tradition of professional mariners, have performed duties afloat in keeping with their grade and rate and who have endured the rigors and dangers of sea duty for a substantial period. It signifies that they have exhibited the requisite professionalism and dedication to duty expected of seagoing Coast Guard personnel. The insignia is a visible means of recognizing their qualities and identifies the wearer as a professional mariner. The design can be divided into three basic areas. Each is representative of a cutterman's special qualities. The wheel and the waves represent the heritage of the sea. The five point star represents five years of sea duty and the center, the shield, represents the Coast Guard and its seagoing tradition.
PATFORSWA is the Coast Guard’s largest unit outside of the United States.  Established in 2002 in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom, PATFORSWA has played a key role in maritime security and maritime infrastructure protection operations.  PATFORSWA is comprised of six Island-class cutters, shore side support personnel, Redeployment Assistance and Inspection Detachment, the Middle East Training Team, and other deployable specialized forces operating throughout the U.S. Central Command Area of Responsibility, including Afghanistan and Kuwait.  

###
The U.S. Coast Guard is a military, maritime, multi-mission service within the 
Department of Homeland Security dedicated to protecting the safety and security of America.


BM1 Brian Dressler onboard USCGC MONOMOY (WPB 1326) having his permanent Cutterman Insignia pinned on by Commodore Lee Petty, Commander, Coast Guard Patrol Forces Southwest Asia (PATFORSWA).  MONOMOY patrols the Arabian Gulf in support of U.S. Navy Fifth Fleet missions.
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