
09 Jul 2004

Dear Family Members, Friends, and Shore Side Shipmates:

Greetings from the Far Side of the World!  Since departing home on 24 June, LEGARE has stopped in Key West, FL, transited through the Panama Canal, crossed south of the equator on July 7th and tomorrow we will enter the Port of Callao, Peru, situated adjacent the capital city of Lima.  We have traveled nearly 3500 nautical miles so far and we aren’t half finished yet!

This is my first letter to you as Commanding Officer.  I assumed command of LEGARE on 21 June and things have been moving fast since that time.  I am looking forward to meeting the LEGARE families at our first opportunity.  For your information, I am married and have three children.  My wife’s name is Colleen.  We reside in Great Bridge.

The next phase of this trip involves international development and goodwill.  These are somewhat unusual missions for LEGARE, but the Coast Guard does employ its ships once or twice per year on these activities.  We will join up with ships from the Navies and Coast Guards from Chile, Panama, Peru, Ecuador, Venezuela, Columbia, the United States and Argentina and conduct mutual training exercises aimed at improving seamanship, coordination and understanding of all the forces involved.  LEGARE is busy preparing to share our wealth of knowledge and experiences with the Coast Guards of our southern neighbors.  This is a wonderful opportunity to “show off” the great work your loved ones perform routinely on LEGARE.

Mrs. Lindie Pichowsky will be LEGARE’s ombudsman effective 15 July.  Please feel free to contact her with any questions or concerns.  Welcome Mrs. Pichowsky!

Once again, I’m glad to be aboard and part of the extended LEGARE family. 


Sincerely,


W. R. Meese


Commanding Officer

