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Phase 1- Outreach and Data 
Gathering

• Continue outreach and information gathering 
activities

• Expand beyond wind developers and 
commercial shipping interests

• Secondary (cascading) effects
• AIS analysis- (directional, conflict, speed)

2

Presenter
Presentation Notes

In addition to the outreach to commercial shipping and wind developers the CG is expanding to other stakeholders.  Some of the upcoming activities include the Southeast Right Whale Forum and Mid-Atlantic Fisheries Council.

One of the issues we are gathering information on is related to secondary impacts. For example construction of a wind farm result in changes to shipping routes or changes to right whale behaviors, either of which could result in cascading effects by impacting the interactions between vessels and right whales.

Prior to approving the construction and operations plan, BOEM will complete an EIS with the USCG as a cooperating agency. 



Phase 2- Evaluate or Refine 
Recommendations for WEAs  

• Better AIS products are now available for the 
entire Atlantic Coast broken out by vessel type
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Presentation Notes
The initial AIS density plots being produced generally included all vessels.  When we were finally able to look at categories of vessels, the routes of these vessels were much clearer when they were previously masked by the high volume of cargo vessels.

Another issue that has surfaced is related to dividing up WEAs into zones for leasing.  In MD the State recommended two zones one in the northern half and one in the southern half of the WEA.  This was problematic because the majority of the navigational conflict would disproportionately impact one of the two zones, defeating the intent to offer two zones with equitable development potential.



Phase 3- Modeling & Analysis

• Phase 3 consists of:
– Develop a GIS based model to predict traffic density 

and traffic patterns given alternative siting scenarios 
– Evaluate mitigation measures
– Determine the resultant navigational safety risk

• BOEM contracted with Pacific Northwest 
National Laboratory (PNNL)- expected 
completion end of CY 2013

• Interim products/information sharing
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Phase 3 is where the rubber meets the road in terms of conducting the analyses necessary to not only evaluate the impacts from the construction of an individual wind farm, but also the cumulative impacts from multiple winds farms to the Marine Transportation System.  When we applied the R-Y-G methodology in Phase 2 the majority of the areas remaining were yellow and required further analysis.  When we complete Phase 3 we should be able to better determine whether these areas suitable for development or not.
 
It will also allow us to evaluate the impacts, positive or negative, of creating routing measures.  

PNNL is expected to complete the project by the end of CY 2013.   We plan to share any interim products or information that may be useful in ongoing decisions and planning.�



ACPARS Timeline
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Timeframe Action

Ongoing Phase 1- Continue outreach and information gathering

Ongoing Phase 2- Provide recommendations on proposed areas

SEP 2013 Publish 2nd Interim Report with public comment period

NOV-DEC 2013 Phase 3- PNNL Report- results of modeling and analysis

Spring 2014 USCG ACPARS Notice of Study Results

Summer 2014 Begin Phase 4- implementation of study recommendations



ACPARS Website
http://www.uscg.mil/lantarea/ACPARS/

Emile Benard
ACPARS Project Manager

ACPARS@USCG.MIL
www.uscg.mil/lantarea/ACPARS

Maritime Safety and Security Analyst
BOOZ | ALLEN | HAMILTON
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a visual depiction of the R-Y-G methodology we developed based on a UK maritime guidance note for developers.  

Within 1 NM of shipping routes is labeled  RED  and is not considered suitable for development

Between  1 nm from the shipping route and 5 nm miles from the shipping is labeled  YELLOW  and may be suitable w/ mitigation measures in place but requires further analysis to determine if navigational risk is within acceptable limits

Greater than 5 NM is labeled GREEN  and is considered to have minimal impact to navigational risk
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