


"=y hanges in shoulder decora-
tions came in 1833,
Secretary James Guthrie or-
dered chat lieutenants of all grades
wear hoth epauvletres in their full
dress uniforms.

The shoulder strap was officially
authorized at this time, although
some unotficial scraps may have ap-
peared as early as 1838, Originally,
the strap on the shoulder was simply
a device to attach an epaulette. The
number of epaulettes and their posi-
rion showed rank, thus rank could
still be determined by these straps,
even when the epaulettes were not
being worn.

In the Navy, narrow lace shoulder
aps were authorized in 1830 and
rank distinguishing devices were
added mwldcr smps in 1B4O In th«:

am‘.‘hm, thL] .md a st Abm' and
below, plus the time honored twin
s at each end. Lieutenants bost
» of the twin bars and second lieu-
tenants lost stars as well, Third leu-
tenants wore a plain strap.

The straps themselves were of
blie cloth with raised gold edgings.
On the caps, the double gold bands
were replaced by a single band of
gold lace, one and one-half inches
wide.

n 1862, the major change was
the eliminarion of the
M. coat,” equivalent to the “cut-
away” coat of today. Officers’ full
dress was now a frock coat similar to
the »mLIu breasted undress coat, but
s sted wirh the standard
nine h‘ ons per row. This uniform
was, as far as a cut was concerned,
identical to the standacd undress
Navy uniform of the Civil War era.
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The dress and undress uniform
coat 'was the same but epaulettes
were designated for full dress and
Shu"‘}u]k er s li“"'* f"s‘»r und

and %i-:,m'u'n Anks wore

T‘h

single stripes.
ur.m umld hw. WOTR mih maH

epaulettes were to be




“plain,” both shoulder straps a § h‘pjﬂ crossed anchors. The
Ornaent ed rank. Q4 ineer's wreath enclosed a
enough, ndd strap ornaments wmul sl 1m s paddie wheel and a sear
did not 1‘uu.m.unl~, match. The cap-  but the strap had a wheel wicth an
ain's wreath on his cap enclosed a  anchor. A [1 lieutenants had the
Treasury shield but his shoulder  shield and anchor on both cap and

matching the fly-front edgmg. In 1908 this dark t.o!m«* wag\* dumqwl to guld,
propeller o the collar,

straps, but twin bass were outhorized
for first lieurenants, single bas for
second lieutenants and no bars for
third lieutenants. Assistant engi-
neers had either a paddle w hul or
omitted rhe wheel on both cap an
steaps. These regulations called for a
“Navy Regulation” sword, dnm
away with the handsome cag
sign and replacing it with a Lurud
hilt weapon with typical oval hand
guard.

Cetry officers were authorized a
double-breasted blue jacker
with nine burtons on the
lapels and blue pantaloons. Al oth-
er enlisted men (seamen, firemen,
coal passers, stewards, cooks and
boys) wore white or blue frocks with
opposite color facings.

Blue or white trousers could be
worn with blue cloth cap or a low
crowned, wide-brimmed straw hat.
The latter was common 19th century
naval attire and usually was worn for
summer ot tropical dury.

New uniform regularions issued in
1864 mainly changed the rank desig-
natiors. Now 8 maximum of four
one-half inch sleeve stripes marked
the revenue captain. The upper
stripe was sewn slightly above rhe
lower three. A space of one-half
inch separated the upper stripes from
the other three which were separated
by only the one-quarter inch.

Additionally, a small embroidered
national shield was placed above the
stripes on the sleeve. Cap and
shoulder strap devices were again

changed. Captains now had crossed
anchors on bath headgear and shoul-
ders, as well as gold leaves ar each
end of the straps. Lievrcnants now
had a national shield, \mpm and
three stars, in place of the Treasury
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Cuptain Francis Tuttle of th& eve
Thls coat was authurizad in I!ﬁﬁ

shield. The paddle wheel cap orna-
ment for engineers remained, bur
twin bars were added ro the straps for
chief engmeers, single bars for first
for second as-
rs had three
ants two and one
h " hm and second respectively,

Ar this time there were few dis
ringuishing features of revenue offi-
cer uniforms, compared to the Navy,

Shoulder strap devices were gold
mrhw lh AR wiwr um,mm:rw had 0
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had a black silk cord dece

for line officers. Note also that both
serviges abolished the cocked hat
dn“tti‘ng the war.

[

X uniform, 1871 br
other controversial set of reg
T]’W‘w@' called for the reinsts
the “swallowtail” coat,
seven burtons | pel and four but-
tons on the These buttons
bore the shielk 1 with “U" and *$" on
each side. The vest was also seven-

hmtnﬂtﬁd and the blue or white pants

ating the
The undress coat was
on double-breasted ver-

ations.

time with

nutmdﬁ» seam.
a w\»‘u*\ bt

rement of

sion of the popular civiltan sack coat
which was very similar to the mod-
ern suit coat. Maost of these coats
were single-breasted and no tllustra-
tion has been found of the double.
breasted version.

OWEVET, tﬁhﬂ Cvl.)fl[{'lﬁ')\-’ﬁfl'ﬁ'}«'
over [’l‘lt‘:t‘it;’ new uniforms did
. not center on the cut o
e of the attire, but on the oma-
ents and devices. Shoulder straps
ndd tace were abandoned and the

> rolling collar was decorated with a

horizontal foul anchor, with an oak

* leaf perpendicular to the anchor’s

shank and the lerters U, 8. R. M. in
Old English forming an arc around

the upper part of the leaf.

Epaulertes displayed the fouled
anchor with vak leaves which was
patterned after the U. 5. Naval lieu-
tenant commangders. The U.S.R.M.
in Old English was also arc:heaﬁ over
a vertical anchor on the cap.

The hieutenant's uniform substi-

. tuted bairs on the collar for the onk
leaf, Eogiteers wore an embroidered

four-bladed propeller. These de
particulatly the Old English leters,
were described as the “poorest and
ugliest” ever ;mthnriwd *.md n‘mrw of-

rs s y with

the mqmrmnmm

able
ially
tored,

' 'i‘h rwo yamm the “objec

: Vil
h‘itill?ldi‘:‘il‘ch.mt(] h;u— 'rﬂ“ ATicers, This was
the spread eagle with shield ¢
a foul anchor and surrounded
circle of 13 stars, This emblem has
remained essendally unchanged ever
since, with only the Mirtminm‘n:m of
the stars and chunges in siz

New regulations were promulgat-



http:�.�.....���

. The traditional naval sailor suit swent without major change
 and the ruting badge on the right sleeve of the third sailor

I
i il

The crew of  revenue cutter, circa 1910, The “P* on the bow of the ship indicates that this was probably the revenue cut-
ter Pamilen, homeported on the Atlantic coust. Note the shoulder knots on the communding officer, fivse vow vight. The

white duck cap was first authorized in the 1891 regulations and this is one of the earliest photos showing it in use.
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ed in 1878, reverting to the nine
button double-breasted coat, though
the “tails” were rer s
and the frock for undress,

The sack coat was authorized for
off duty and watchstanding. Tt was
single-breasted with five buttons and
worn without lace or shoulder seraps.
The cap no longer had a gold braid
around it but had a black band of
silk between upper and lower welts.
It was also now the same diameter
on top as on the base, The sword
was no longer the Navy type but was
double-edged, with dagger hile and
white grip, 26 to 29 inches long.

Epaulettes continued in the 1871
pattern. ‘
shoulder straps for 1
foul ancher with a perpendicular
shield, Captains had oak leaves at
each end and lieutenants the famil-
iar bars. The obsolete paddle wheel

on engineers' straps was now a four-
bladed propeller and rhe number of
bars at the ends denoted the ranks,
Rank [devices on sack coats were sim-
ilar to the shoulder straps. They
were sewn on the collars and conaist-
ed of oak leaves and bars, accompa-
nied by a shield for all except engi-
neersi

T o major changes were inteo-
Fiduced in the Revenue

1891, when fashion again changed
the look of military dress in general.
New inf‘} the Revenue Service was the
military tunic.

This item had been introduced
into the Navy in the 1870s and its
ypelcan still be seen at military

it‘mm It is a tight-fitting, sin-

ns., The |
on of this was ¢
trim of black mohalr braid, one and
one-guarter inch wide. Inside this,
was a natrow silk braid edging.
Crade markings were the same in
number and width as the dress uni-
forms but in black bratd. For sum-
mer, a white duck version was autho-
rized, trimmed with linen bhraid.
This was designated the service coat
and was standard ungil the 1920s.

venne Service
k bhee with a

Also in 1891 an optional full dress
uniform for social occasions was au-
thotized. This was cut away as was
the full dress but with a rolling collar
and five buttons worn with a low cut
waistcoat, single-breasted with four
revenue buttons. Worn wichout
epaulettes or shoulder straps, this was
similar to the formal mxedo of civil-
ian dress but with coff braid and
shield device on the sleeves.

The headgear of the 1891 regula-

13 » Uniforms

i i
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sic of Sempey I’amrm. shmmi here in his white dress uni-
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Coust (jrtuufd officers dnb'i:\g“ the Prohibition

4l The double-breaste cout, left,

was similar to that of the Navy's in World War L. 1t was originally patterned
dafter the Royal Navy's jucket. The peacoat on tM right has long been a standard

item of the sea services.

tions included a *chapeau,” cocked
hat, of black beaver, with a cockade
on the right side. For service and
undress, a4 helmet was authorized.
This was made of cork “or other suit-
able material,” with a high crown
and narrow brim Front and back cov-
ered with light-drab tan linen duck.
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ailar to

This tropical helmet was si
British colonial uniform heac

Pé;l't“:”‘ officers were allowed a dou-
ble-breasted coat with rolling collar,
Cooks and stewards wore a single-
breasted coat, but with rubber-like
buttons rather than rhe revenue but-

j—y

tons of the double-breasted coar.
Oxther enlisted personnel still re-

tained the “sailor sult” of traditional
design, complete with flat hat with
its black ribbon hanging behind.
The name of the wearer’s vessel was
in gilt around rthe front of the rib-
bon., '

Rating badges were worn on the
right coat sleeve. A boatswain wore
crossed anchors; a gunner wore
crossed gun barrels; a master-at-arms
wore crossed keys over an anchor; a

quartermaster wore crossed flags be-

low a ship's wheel; a coxswain wore
an arrow crossing an anchor; and an
oiler wore a propeller.

" n 1902, probably as the result of
the Spanish American War,
Revenue Service officers were
given relative rank with naval offi-
cers. Three years later, new sleeve
insignia were prescribed. Three
stripes now indicated a captain: a
narrow center stripe, with a half-
inch wide stripe above and below.
First lieutenants wore two-half inch
stripes; second leutenants, one stripe
of half-inch braid below a quarter-
inch stripe; and third licutenants,
one narrow stripe. |

In 1908, the head of the Revenue
Service was designated as “captain
commandant” and given four sleeve
stripes. This rank was equivalent to
a naval captain. The rank of senior
captain was also created, designated
by three equal sleeve stripes, equat-
ing to the naval commander.

On the standing collar, rank de-
vices were also changed to match the
new grades. The captain comman-
dant wore a spread eagle with shield;
senior captains, a silver oak leaf: cap-
rains, a gold oak leaf; first lieutenant,
two gold barsy second lieutenants,




d bar; third licutenants wore
ce wwlwr than the coms oma-
uu*:wr officers wore 2 tuul

A heavy overcoat was part of the
ﬂnw was double-

: LONS O
each md;u mul a lu,wllm% collar wide
wugh to “protect the ears” Boath
shoulder marks and sleeve rank were
authorized for this, but the sleeve
hraid was ro be black

@

A cloak was also authorized. This
was “three quarters of a cirele” to
hang two inches below the ends of
the fingers, fast

with a hook and eye and a clasp un-
derneath.
‘\

Both full] dress and service caps
had “n“xﬁnled egus” on the visor
Engincers had a gold band one-half
inch wide onl thelr visor.,

Wy o
BT

o a shorr time fashionable
shoulder knots werc
rized. Thme’ were d
the shoulder straps and cons
“three strands of gold wire cord
3/16th of an inch in diamerer.”
These were twisted and terminated
in loops at the outer ends on an
oval-shaped pad. Corps and rank de-
vices were worn within the koops

“Cut and thrust” swords

Coast Guard unifos ld War H,

i

fike che Navy's ¢

The male entisted 1un

v wos identical to the Navy’s. The female uniform was.
wcept for the service emblema. The fapel deqricesu were erossed anchors wnder the Coast Guard emblem.

The dress belt
W nuh u:.:ci*n:n_p{wmd rhm ensemble was
Vi gold lace,

Warrant officers also wore the fly-
front uniform coat, but with a single
mohair braid stripe one and a
juarter inch wide on the Jower
SRV,

Collar devices showed the special-
ty marks; foul anchors for
boatswains; flaming spherical shell
for gunners; a chevron for carpen-
ters; and a three-bladed propeller for

try officers were distinguished
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afficer, adopred the Navy-style
white circular hat,

n 1930« 1 aviation
was little m an five-years-
old. The working dress for avia-
tors, all ranks above petty officer,
was forest-green gabardine or serge
for winter and khaki-colored corton
for summer.

" g

The coat had three buttons, a rofl
collar with notch lapel, and four
outside pockets (tlw lower to be of
the “bellows™ style). The pockets
had flaps and the hm.‘.L had a bellows
pleat from the shoulder to the sewn
in waist belt. The khaki shirt had a
soft collar worn with a black rie.
The aviator badge was a winged,
fouled anchor with shield, worn on
the left breast. A folding-type flying
“cap was also authorized, edged in
.y _ black and gold silk  for
iﬂw ”“r:w‘“’ by eopninissioned and chief warrant of -
S ' ficers.

e o 1‘941 for thr:» first time, C oast

& Service mmhmul t:t.t,.,wmes I t Ghuagrdd.
Coast Guard, subse- le c“aH‘ic‘@*‘ s
-Baving Service

orm ureﬂctr‘ih ed by

Jeeve. Officers of the port watch'
on the left sleeve and vice versa.
The badge was on a three and one
guarter inch field and conststed of a
ad eagle over a specialty mark
s, Half chev wWeTe

r held in the ea-
Naval device had,

service stripes to indi- ) rms. 1 still has, a sm cagle over
consecutive years of  First was the adoption of lw dou- ssed anchors. Also, the Naval
duty in the Revenue Service. ble-breasted service coat s ast Guard's,

that still worn by the Llw
Fnh»tmi pcrmmwl mmtmuwd This was worn without s
straps, and rank de
on the lower e wich
nhtdd k,lL‘\J

"
the natic

the sleeve rank
wedd gilt burtons

synset to 8 a.m.” :;md

ay for drills, exercises

ment
during the

~
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ced their design on a perpen-
dicular anchor, with a rope like in-
ner-rim,  The Naval burton consist-
ed of : ng dexter over a
horizontal anchor,

The interchangeability with Navy
uniforms continued until after the
transfer of the € e Geard to the
Department of Transportation and

the subsequent adoption of today's
£ ‘ Sl : Hehter blue, single-breasted uniform,

A class of SPARS umd cate from ¢ e B ‘ %rk&mm, Vi, The only

in 1972, The basic design of the unff:mn hcm ﬁmwmu:w w d'the same.

O - 1 ' le uni-
form w g

adopted in 1943, Thiy was single-
breasted and worn by mounted
heach patrols and port security per-
sonnel.

t he SPAR uniform of World
War [T was designed like the
i Navy's female unitorm al-
v “ o § though Coast Guard emblems were
‘ worn on the lapels. There have
been few major changes to the wom-
ens’ uniform over the years. Certain
iteyns have been phased in and out
and there have been modifications
to the style and fit but the uniform
bias reimained fairly similar,

T e il

The present eniisted uniform
marked the first major change in en-
listed mens’ uniforms in over a cen-
tury.  Dissatistaction with the old
1l sailor suit jumper goes

Two e

planations were given for
the change to the blue uniforms un-
der Commandant Chester R,
Bender. The first was to create a dis-
vinctly different uniform from that of
the Navy and o solidify the fact that
the Coast rd was a separate orga-
nization.

Oiid aned new ‘ riforing ‘ s wniform marked the The . COME TRAS0N Was to ;.mc.lum
first major change fmm r.hw mwhrmnal ma!mr suit, I' h e af blue was distine. the un e consistent with

tive from other shades used by other services, ; contemporary soclety. The particu-
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lar ghade of blue was chosen because
it was different from the shades used
by the Guard
. trends |

ed a simi-
larity to the unifortms of the U.S.

prevalent and for many years the sole
dif s were in the insignia and
orpaments,

T

7
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Lightship officers and credn Engineers hew
house in the pluce of the propeller.
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ot the unloved w‘w uniform of the
iﬁW\ but today’s blues have the dis-
‘ ¢ of retaining the blue
priate fora service

officers have an embroidered light

tor lighthouse tender

Lighthouse
Service uniforms

”H“l“@ L F‘hit“ﬂﬂ qt“"lf‘t‘"ﬂ LI'L'I‘)[ 1ouse

ll Wwas [rans-
ree and Lﬂhﬁmr
nd finally wa

lightship persorip ‘L,hfimuw ten-
der crewmen. md rlw supply depot
ersonnel.

lmi?\t.hmm 1

Udl ﬂht‘md
s:mlmr oy the
T coar au-
lar ormaments

close
vavnlu
thorized i 1895 €

gingers wege
and three-bla
tively.

Light station persormel wore em-
broidered loops enclosing either the
lecter “K” for the keeper, or the num-
bers one to four, depe mlnm on their
rattks as assistants.  Lix
sonnel di
erts,

ghthouse per-
d not wear sleeve orna-

Tender officers wore black mohair
braid stripes, similar to naval officer
stripes. Captains had two wide outer
stripes and two narrow inner stripes,
Second office ‘e
third officers, one stripe. Chiefl engi-
's wore three stri

2N, assistant en-

A standarnd Navy-type
worn, with a silver lighthouse pina-

cap was

ment and o 2w
Regulation buetons also portrs
lghthouse.

A double-breasted coat was pre-
scribed for quartermasters and ma-
chinists. This had five gile burtons
on each breast. Their caps carried
the sibver lighthouse, with 118,187
: : Oficers of light

rm coat,

In the enlisred ranks, scokers wore
a Navy-type white duck uniform.
Oiled canvas rain sui
rized, as well as dark blue watch caps
and sweaters for winter wear.

5 owere au t ﬂ’ L

- At the supply depots, the keepers
che same anifor as the light-
house keepers, Watchmen wore a
untform typical of policeren of the

periad, reminiscent of the *Keystone
Cops," which was a single-breasted

Army-style coat with five gilt but-
tons and high collar, Within the
standard embroidered loop on the
collar was a “W." The high police-
stvle helmet was black for winter and
tan for sumimer and had the lighe-
house omament on front.  Captains
of the watch added a wreath around
the lighthouse, Watchmen wore
“Police” badges on their breast, ler-
rered with “L.H.5.,” "Police,” and

MY Y ey
wthh:’

egulations for the lighthouse
hlishment as parr of the

estal

Coast Guard were prowul-
gated in 1941, including uniforms for
civiltan employees.

By this date, the cap device for of-
ficers was changed 1o a lighthouse
and cro anchars for light]
render officers, Lightship officers re-
tained the old lighthouse surrounded
by the wreath device. Their uni-
forms were of standard navy blue

Uniforms « 20




fow was “1L.S.5." abso in
gold. MI buttons had the same or-
rsunent,

The surfmen wore a similar coat,
but Hirm)lezahrw Mcd .md with four
meditm-s A
pleat two in ym each

( nt and

rvice te:lnbiezm :und on the left
- the individual's_seniority num-

ber, em
cap ¥

were nlw

roddered in white silk. The

s, but
”"

saving Service” on
ad of the buoy

-style jumper and U\-‘t‘rdllh

authorized.

All ‘fﬁ&fﬁtmmﬂ were authorized a

"‘smrm} suit.” This was made of
brown rul.
with the nar
The southwe

breast,

r cloth or cotton duck,

er hat was

black, with the name of the station

in white

arg over €

2

leteers with “L.S.5.7 in an

e station name.

k]
iy
WWMMW;

14th Coast f}t iy mmmt s ﬂu

™

i

iversity char

unifarms

arud its |
In fact, no feders
of a tradition as Jdive
forms almost always rdflec
servatism and spmetimes
ness,

; l]mrhiv

A common thread however, does
connect them all. Each uniform was
wotn by men| and women who
served thmr country and provided
ity on America’y nav-

R
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