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ANNEX 
 

To the MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT  

between the 

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 

and 

DET NORSKE VERITAS  

GOVERNING PARTCIPATION IN  

THE ALTERNATE COMPLIANCE PROGRAM  

AND THE DELEGATION OF CERTAIN SURVEY  

AND CERTIFICATION SERVICES  

FOR UNITED STATES OF AMERICA FLAGGED VESSELS 

 
APPLICABLE INSTRUMENTS AND AUTHORIZATIONS 

 
1.  Tonnage 

 
A.  The following instruments apply: 
 
• International Convention on Tonnage Measurement of Ships of 1969, and Title 46, United States 
 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 69, Subpart B - Convention Measurement System 
• Title 46, United States Code of Federal Regulations, Part 69, Subpart C - Standard Measurement 
 System 
• Title 46, United States Code of Federal Regulations, Part 69, Subpart D - Dual Measurement 
 System. 
 
B.  Det Norske Veritas is authorized to issue Tonnage certificates and perform all related functions in 
accordance with the International Convention on Tonnage Measurement of Ships, 1969, or in 
accordance with the Standard or Dual Measurement Systems under Title 46, United States Code, 
Chapter 145 for U.S. flag vessels.  This authorization may be performed for U.S. flag vessels 
certificated, or to be certificated, for international and domestic voyages. 
 
C.  In addition to the conditions set forth in the Agreement and the requirements set forth in the 
applicable instruments, the following conditions will be adhered to in execution of this authorized 
function on behalf of the Coast Guard: 
 
1.1  Det Norske Veritas may use part-time employees or independent contractors in lieu of exclusive 
employees to provide measurement services, provided such individuals have been specifically 
designated by Det Norske Veritas to perform this function. 
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1.2  Det Norske Veritas shall not use an employee or contractor to measure and certify the tonnage of 
a vessel if that employee or contractor is acting or has acted as a tonnage consultant for the same 
vessel. 
 
1.3  Det Norske Veritas shall physically conduct a compliance inspection before issuing each 
tonnage certificate. 
 
1.4  Det Norske Veritas will notify the Coast Guard of scheduled meetings that may take place 
between Det Norske Veritas and other vessel tonnage measurement organizations pertaining to 
tonnage measurement of U.S. flagged vessels or to systems under which U.S. flagged vessels are 
measured. 
 
1.5  Det Norske Veritas shall, in addition to any requirements of class rules and applicable 
instruments, apply the supplemental requirements contained within the Addenda to this Annex when 
performing any authorized function on behalf of the Coast Guard pertaining to the Tonnage 
certification and survey of U.S. flagged vessels. 
 

2.  Load Line 
 
A.  The following instruments apply: 
 
• International Convention on Load Lines, 1966 
• Supplement relating to the International Convention on Load Lines, 1966 
• Protocol of 1988 relating to the International Convention on Load Lines, 1966 

 
B.  Det Norske Veritas is authorized to issue International Load Line certificates and perform all 
related functions in accordance with the International Convention on Load Lines for U.S. flag 
vessels.  International Load Line certificates issued under the provisions of this agreement may be 
endorsed as being issued on behalf of the “United States of America.” 
 
C.  In addition to the conditions set forth in the Agreement and the requirements set forth in the  
applicable instruments, the following conditions will be adhered to in execution of this authorized 
function on behalf of the Coast Guard: 
 
2.1  All requests for exemptions, equivalencies, and experimental purposes (per International 
Convention on Load Lines Articles 6, 8, and 9, respectively), or other special considerations allowed 
under the International Convention on Load Lines at the discretion of the Flag Administration, must 
be forwarded to the Commandant for approval.  Such requests must include supporting information 
and a recommendation from Det Norske Veritas concerning approval.  Upon approval by the 
Commandant, Det Norske Veritas may issue the appropriately annotated International Load Line 
Certificate. 
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2.2   Det Norske Veritas shall, in addition to the requirements of class rules and applicable 
conventions, apply the supplemental requirements contained within the Addendum to this Annex 
when performing any authorized function on behalf of the Coast Guard pertaining to the survey and 
certification of U.S. flagged vessels for the International Load Line certificate. 
 

3.  SOLAS Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate 
 

A. The following instruments apply: 
 
• International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as amended 
 
B.  Det Norske Veritas is authorized to conduct plan review and approval, initial and subsequent 
surveys, periodic reinspections and examinations, and to issue and endorse the SOLAS Cargo Ship 
Safety Construction Certificate.  SOLAS Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificates issued under 
the provisions of this agreement may be endorsed as being issued on behalf of the “United States of 
America.” 

 
C.  In addition to the conditions set forth in the Agreement and the requirements set forth in the 
applicable instruments, the following conditions will be adhered to in execution of this authorized 
function on behalf of the Coast Guard: 

 
3.1  Det Norske Veritas shall, in addition to the requirements of class rules and applicable 
conventions, apply the supplemental requirements contained within the Addendum to this Annex 
when performing any authorized function on behalf of the Coast Guard pertaining to the survey and 
certification of U.S. flagged vessels for the SOLAS Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate. 

 
3.2  All requests for exemptions and equivalencies (per International Convention for the Safety of 
Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as amended, Regulations 4 and 5 respectively), must be forwarded to the 
Commandant for approval.  Such requests must include supporting information and a 
recommendation from Det Norske Veritas concerning approval.  Upon approval by the  
Commandant, Det Norske Veritas may issue the appropriately annotated SOLAS Cargo Ship Safety 
Construction Certificate. 
 

4.  SOLAS Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate 
 

A. The following instruments apply: 
 
• International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as amended 
 
B.  Det Norske Veritas is authorized to conduct plan review and approval, initial and subsequent 
surveys, periodic reinspections and examinations, and to issue and endorse the SOLAS Cargo Ship 
Safety Equipment Certificate.  SOLAS Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificates issued under the 
provisions of this agreement may be endorsed as being issued on behalf of the “United States of 
America.” 
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C.  In addition to the conditions set forth in the Agreement and the requirements set forth in the 
applicable instruments, the following conditions will be adhered to in execution of this authorized 
function on behalf of the Coast Guard: 

 
4.1  Det Norske Veritas shall, in addition to the requirements of class rules and applicable 
conventions, apply the supplemental requirements contained within the Addendum to this Annex 
when performing any authorized function on behalf of the Coast Guard pertaining to the survey and 
certification of U.S. flagged vessels for the SOLAS Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate. 

 
 4.2  All requests for exemptions and equivalencies (per International Convention for the Safety of 
Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as amended, Regulations 4 and 5 respectively), must be forwarded to the 
Commandant for approval.  Such requests must include supporting information and a 
recommendation from Det Norske Veritas concerning approval.  Upon approval by the  
Commandant, Det Norske Veritas may issue the appropriately annotated SOLAS Cargo Ship Safety 
Equipment Certificate. 

 
5.  International Oil Pollution Prevention (IOPP) Certificate 

 
A.  The following instruments apply: 
  
• International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by the 

Protocol of 1978 (MARPOL 73/78) relating thereto 
 
B.  Det Norske Veritas is authorized to conduct plan review and approval, initial and subsequent 
surveys, periodic reinspections and examinations and to issue and endorse the International Oil 
Pollution Prevention Certificate as provided in Annex I, Chapter I, Regulation 5, MARPOL 73/78, as 
may be amended, for U.S. flag vessels.  IOPP certificates issued under the provisions of this 
agreement may be endorsed as being issued on behalf of the “United States of America.”  
 
C.  In addition to the conditions set forth in the Agreement and the requirements set forth in the 
applicable instruments, the following conditions will be adhered to in execution of this authorized 
function on behalf of the Coast Guard: 
 
5.1  Det Norske Veritas may issue an IOPP Certificate having a period of validity of not more than  
60 months after ascertaining that the vessel meets the applicable requirements of Annex I, MARPOL 
73/78. 
 
5.2  Det Norske Veritas shall follow the published Coast Guard guidelines for the surveying of ships 
pursuant to issuance of an IOPP certificate.  These are contained in Navigation and Vessel Inspection 
Circular (NVIC) No. 6-94, and Change 1 to NVIC No. 6-94 "Guidance for Issuing IOPP Certificates 
under Annex I of MARPOL, 1973, as amended by the Protocol of 1978, relating thereto;" NVIC No. 
10-94 “Guidance for Determination and Documentation of the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA) 
Phase-Out Schedule for Existing Single Hull Vessels Carrying Oil in Bulk”, and in Volume II of the 
Coast Guard Marine Safety Manual.  In determining whether a vessel requires an IOPP certificate, 
the term “oil” shall have the same meaning as defined in Chapter 1, regulation 1, of MARPOL  
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Annex I.  Vessels whose cargo carriage authority is restricted to products which do not meet the 
Annex I definition are not required to have an IOPP certificate, notwithstanding the fact domestic 
legislation may define the product(s) as an oil. 
 
5.3   Multiple IOPP certificates may not be issued to any vessel without the prior approval of the 
Commandant.  A request for multiple IOPP certificates must include supporting information and a 
recommendation from Det Norske Veritas concerning approval.  Upon approval by the 
Commandant, Det Norske Veritas may issue the appropriately annotated IOPP Certificate. 
 
5.4  All requests for exemptions, equivalencies, major conversion determinations, or alternatives (per 
MARPOL, Annex I, Regulations 3, 13F, and 13G), or other special considerations allowed at the 
discretion of the Flag Administration under MARPOL, Annex I, must be forwarded to the 
Commandant for approval.  Such requests must include supporting information and a 
recommendation from Det Norske Veritas concerning approval.  Upon approval by the  
Commandant, Det Norske Veritas may issue the appropriately annotated IOPP Certificate. 

 
5.5  Supplemental requirements for this authorization, if any, are provided in the Addenda to this 
Annex. 

 
6.  ISM Code (Safety Management Certificate and Document of Compliance) 

 
A.  The following instruments apply: 
  
• International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as amended including 

applicable IMO resolutions adopted as guidelines 
• International Management Code for the Safe Operation of Ships and for Pollution Prevention, 

1994 Edition (ISM Code) 
• Title 33, United States Code of Federal Regulations, Part 96 

 
B.  Det Norske Veritas is authorized to conduct review of applications for ISM Code certification.  
This authorization includes initial, periodical, and renewal verification for issuance of a Company 
Document of Compliance (DOC) Certificate and a vessel Safety Management Certificate (SMC).  
Furthermore, Det Norske Veritas is authorized to conduct additional verifications in the event that 
any non-conformities have been found during an initial, periodical, or renewal verification audit.   
Det Norske Veritas is also authorized to issue Interim Certificates within the guidelines established 
in the applicable instruments listed above.  Safety Management Certificates and Document of 
Compliance certificates issued under the provisions of this authorization may be endorsed as being 
issued on behalf of the “United States of America.” 
 
C.  In addition to the conditions set forth in the Agreement and the requirements set forth in the 
applicable instruments, the following conditions will be adhered to in execution of this authorized 
function on behalf of the Coast Guard: 
 
6.1  No extensions to meeting the requirements of the applicable instruments are allowed; including 
the extension of certificates issued for ISM Code compliance of U.S. flag vessels and their  



 Annex — Page 6 of 11 

companies by Det Norske Veritas.  Only qualified exclusive employees of Det Norske Veritas are 
authorized to carry out these functions on behalf of the Coast Guard.   

 
6.2  Det Norske Veritas shall follow the published Coast Guard guidelines for the surveying of ships 
pursuant to issuance of a Company Document of Compliance (DOC) Certificate and a vessel Safety 
Management Certificate (SMC).  These are contained in NVIC No. 5-99 “Guidance Regarding 
Voluntary Compliance with the International Management Code for the Safe Operation Of Ships and 
for Pollution Prevention (International Safety Management (ISM) Code).” 

 
6.3  Supplemental requirements for this authorization, if any, are provided in the Addenda to this 
Annex. 
 

7.  International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk 
 
A.  The following instruments apply: 
  
• International Bulk Chemical Code (IBC Code) as incorporated by reference in the International 

Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as amended 
 
B.  Det Norske Veritas is authorized to conduct plan review and approval, initial and 

subsequent surveys, periodic reinspections and examinations and to issue and endorse the 
International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk. 

 
C.  In addition to the conditions set forth in the Agreement and the requirements set forth in the 

applicable instruments, the following conditions will be adhered to in execution of this  
 authorized function on behalf of the Coast Guard. 
 
7.1 Supplemental requirements for this authorization, if any, are provided in the Addendum to this 
Annex. 
 
7.2 Det Norske Veritas shall, in addition to the requirements of class rules and applicable 
conventions, apply the supplemental requirements included in the Addendum when performing any 
authorized function on behalf of the Coast Guard pertaining to the survey and certification of U.S. 
flagged vessels for the International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Dangerous Chemicals 
in Bulk. 
 
7.3  All requests for exemptions and equivalencies must be forwarded to the Commandant for 
approval.  Such requests must include supporting information and a recommendation from Det 
Norske Veritas concerning approval.  Upon approval by the Commandant, Det Norske Veritas may 
issue the appropriately annotated International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Dangerous 
Chemicals in Bulk. 
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8.  International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Liquefied Gases in Bulk 
 
A.  The following instruments apply: 
  
• International Gas Carrier Code (IGC Code) as incorporated by reference in the International 

Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as amended 
 
B.  Det Norske Veritas is authorized to conduct plan review and approval, initial and 

subsequent surveys, periodic reinspections and examinations and to issue and endorse the 
International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Liquefied Gases in Bulk. 

 
C.  In addition to the conditions set forth in the Agreement and the requirements set forth in 

the applicable instruments, the following conditions will be adhered to in execution of  
this authorized function on behalf of the Coast Guard. 

 
8.1 Supplemental requirements for this authorization, if any, are provided in the Addendum to this 
Annex. 
 
8.2 Det Norske Veritas shall, in addition to the requirements of class rules and applicable 
conventions, apply the supplemental requirements referenced in Addendum when performing any 
authorized function on behalf of the Coast Guard pertaining to the survey and certification of U.S. 
flagged vessels for the International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Liquefied Gases in 
Bulk. 
 
8.3  All requests for exemptions and equivalencies must be forwarded to the Commandant for 
approval.  Such requests must include supporting information and a recommendation from Det 
Norske Veritas concerning approval.  Upon approval by the Commandant, Det Norske Veritas may 
issue the appropriately annotated International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Dangerous 
Chemicals in Bulk. 
 

9.  International Pollution Prevention Certificate for the Carriage of Noxious Liquid Substances 
 in Bulk 
 

A.  The following instruments apply: 
 
• International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by the 

Protocol of 1978 (MARPOL 73/78) relating thereto 
 
B.  Det Norske Veritas is authorized to conduct plan review and approval, initial and subsequent 
surveys, periodic reinspections and examinations and to issue and endorse the International Pollution 
Prevention Certificate for the Carriage of Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk (NLS Certificate) as 
provided in Annex II, Regulation 11, MARPOL 73/78, as may be amended, for U.S. flag vessels.  
NLS certificates issued under the provisions of this agreement may be endorsed as being issued on 
behalf of the “United States of America.”  
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C.  In addition to the conditions set forth in the Agreement and the requirements set forth in the 
applicable instruments, the following conditions will be adhered to in execution of this authorized 
function on behalf of the Coast Guard: 
 
9.1  Det Norske Veritas may issue a NLS certificate having a period of validity of not more than 60 
months after ascertaining that the vessel meets the applicable requirements of Annex II, MARPOL 
73/78. 
 
9.2  Det Norske Veritas shall follow the published Coast Guard guidelines for the surveying of ships 
pursuant to issuance of a NLS certificate.  These are contained in Navigation and Vessel Inspection 
Circular (NVIC) No. 5-87 " Guidance on Implementation of Annex II of the MARPOL Protocol of 
73/78 for Vessels Carrying Noxious Liquid Substances (NLS) in Bulk;" and in Volume II of the 
Coast Guard Marine Safety Manual.  In determining whether a vessel requires an NLS certificate, the 
term “noxious liquid substance” shall have the same meaning as defined in regulation 1 of MARPOL 
Annex II.  Vessels whose cargo carriage authority is restricted to products that do not meet the  
Annex II definition are not required to have a NLS certificate, notwithstanding the fact that domestic 
legislation may define a product as a noxious liquid substance. 
 
9.3   Multiple NLS certificates may not be issued to any vessel without the prior approval of the 
Commandant.  A request for multiple NLS certificates must include supporting information and a 
recommendation from Det Norske Veritas concerning approval.  Upon approval by the  
Commandant, Det Norske Veritas may issue the appropriately annotated NLS Certificate. 
 
9.4  All requests for exemptions, equivalencies, major conversion determinations, or alternatives, or 
other special considerations allowed at the discretion of the Flag Administration under MARPOL, 
Annex II, must be forwarded to the Commandant for approval.  Such requests must include 
supporting information and a recommendation from Det Norske Veritas concerning approval.  Upon 
approval by the Commandant, Det Norske Veritas may issue the appropriately annotated NLS 
certificate. 

 
9.5  Supplemental requirements for this authorization, if any, are provided in the Addenda to this 
Annex. 

 
10. Alternate Compliance Program 

 
A. Det Norske Veritas is authorized to conduct plan review and approval, initial and 

subsequent surveys, periodic reinspections and examinations and to make reports to a 
cognizant Coast Guard Officer-in-Charge, Marine Inspection that a Vessel enrolled in the 
Alternate Compliance Program complies with all applicable international treaties and 
agreements, the Det Norske Veritas Rules, and applicable supplemental requirements 
contained in the Addenda to this Annex in anticipation of the initial or subsequent 
issuance or endorsement of a Certificate of Inspection. 
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B.  The following instrument applies: 
  
• International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by the 

Protocol of 1978 (MARPOL 73/78) relating thereto 
 
C.  Det Norske Veritas is authorized to conduct plan review and approval, initial and 

subsequent surveys, periodic reinspections and examinations associated with the 
application of Annex III and Annex V of MARPOL 73/78 relevant to a Vessel enrolled in 
the Alternate Compliance Program. 
 

D.  In addition to the conditions set forth in the Agreement and the requirements set forth in 
the applicable instruments, the following conditions will be adhered to in execution of  
this authorized function on behalf of the Coast Guard. 

 
10.1 Supplemental requirements for this authorization, if any, are provided in the Addenda to this 
Annex. 
 
10.2 Det Norske Veritas shall, in addition to the requirements of class rules and applicable 
conventions, apply the supplemental requirements contained in the Addenda when performing any 
authorized function on behalf of the Coast Guard pertaining to the survey and certification of U.S. 
flagged vessels enrolled in the Alternate Compliance Program. 
 
10.3  All requests for exemptions and equivalencies associated with requirements of international 
treaties and agreements or the Addenda to this Annex must be forwarded to the Commandant for 
approval.  Such requests must include supporting information and a recommendation from Det 
Norske Veritas concerning approval.  Upon approval by the Commandant, Det Norske Veritas may 
make such reports that are referenced under paragraph A of this section. 
 

11. Document of Compliance for ships carrying dangerous goods under Safety of Life at Sea 1974, 
as amended, regulation II-2/19  
 
A.  The following instrument applies: 
  
• International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as amended    
 
B.  Det Norske Veritas is authorized to conduct plan review and approval, initial and 

subsequent surveys, periodic reinspections and examinations and to issue and endorse the 
Document of Compliance (DOC) for ships carrying dangerous goods under SOLAS, 
regulation II-2/19.  The Documents of Compliance issued under the provisions of this 
agreement may be endorsed as being issued on behalf of the “United States of America.” 

 
C.  In addition to the conditions set forth in the Agreement and the requirements set forth in 

the applicable instruments, the following conditions will be adhered to in execution of  
this authorized function on behalf of the Coast Guard. 
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11.1 Supplemental requirements for this authorization, if any, are provided in the Addendum to this 
Annex. 
 
11.2 Det Norske Veritas shall, in addition to the requirements of class rules and applicable 
conventions, apply the supplemental requirements referenced in the Addendum to this Annex when 
performing any authorized function on behalf of the Coast Guard pertaining to the survey and 
certification of U.S. flagged vessels for the Document of Compliance (DOC) for ships carrying 
dangerous goods under SOLAS regulation II-2/19. 
 
11.3 All requests for exemptions and equivalencies must be forwarded to the Commandant for 
approval.  Such requests must include supporting information and a recommendation from Det 
Norske Veritas concerning approval.  Upon approval by the Commandant, Det Norske Veritas may 
issue the appropriately annotated Document of Compliance for ships carrying dangerous goods under 
SOLAS regulation II-2/19. 
 

12.  International Maritime Organization Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Safety Certificate 
 
A.  The following instrument applies: 
  
• IMO Code for the Construction and Equipment of Mobile Offshore Drilling Units, 1989, as 

amended (the 1989 MODU Code) 
 
B.  Det Norske Veritas is authorized to conduct plan review and approval, initial and 

subsequent surveys, periodic reinspections and examinations and to issue and endorse the 
Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Safety Certificate (1989).  Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit 
Safety Certificates issued under the provisions of this agreement may be endorsed as 
being issued on behalf of the “United States of America.” 

 
C.  In addition to the conditions set forth in the Agreement and the requirements set forth in 

the applicable instruments, the following conditions will be adhered to in execution of  
this authorized function on behalf of the Coast Guard. 

 
12.1 Supplemental requirements for this authorization, if any, are provided in Addendum 2 to this 
Annex. 
 
12.2 Det Norske Veritas shall, in addition to the requirements of class rules and applicable 
conventions, apply the supplemental requirements referenced in paragraph 12.1 when performing  
any authorized function on behalf of the Coast Guard pertaining to the survey and certification of 
U.S. flagged mobile offshore drilling units for the Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Safety Certificate. 
 
12.3 All requests for exemptions and equivalencies must be forwarded to the Commandant for 
approval.  Such requests must include supporting information and a recommendation from Det 
Norske Veritas concerning approval.  Upon approval by the Commandant, Det Norske Veritas may 
issue the appropriately annotated Mobile Offshore Drilling Unit Safety Certificate. 
 
 






