NOTICE OF CLAIM OF LIEN

GENERAL INSTRUCTION FOR FILING AND RECORDING

Title 46, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 67.250

Rev. 10/2007
There is no government Notice of Claim of Lien form.  This sheet provides general information and highlights the minimum filing and recording requirements.  Guidance on the elements and validity of a maritime lien should be obtained through private legal counsel.

To be Filed and Recorded a Notice of Claim of Lien must:

· Recite: 

· Name and official number of vessel;

· Name and address of each claimant;

· Nature of Lien claimed;

· Date on which the lien was established; and

· The total amount of the lien claimed.

· Be signed by or on behalf of each claimant and include a date of execution.

· Contain an acknowledgement/notarization. 

· Contain a declaration stating that:

(a) The information in the notice is true and correct to the best of the knowledge, information, and belief of the individual who signed it.

(b) A copy of the notice, as presented for recordation, has been sent to each of the following:

(i) The owner of the vessel.

(ii) Each person that recorded under subsection (a) of 46 USC §31343, an unexpired notice of a claim of an undischarged lien on the vessel.

(iii) The mortgagee of each mortgage filed or recorded under section §31321 of this title that is an undischarged mortgage on the vessel.

A declaration filed by a person that is not an individual must be signed by the president, member, partner, trustee, or other individual authorized to execute the declaration on behalf of the person.

· Be accompanied by a fee of $8 per page, payable to the U. S. Coast Guard.  The per-page fee applies to the declaration.  One page with information on both the front and back is considered TWO (2) pages.  Fees may be paid by check or money order made payable to the U. S. Coast Guard or through a credit card authorization.  
RESTRICTIONS ON FILING AND RECORDING:

· A notice of claim of lien is not entitled to filing and recording unless the vessel against which the lien is claimed is documented or has an Application for Documentation filed with the NVDC.

· A notice of claim of lien may not bear a material alteration.

· Submit only one original or one copy.  Do not submit a duplicate.  The Center will generate and return a copy of the instrument.

A COPY MADE ON ANYTHING OTHER THAN PLAIN PAPER WILL BE REJECTED. THIN THERMO-FAX PAPER FADES WITH TIME AND IS NOT ACCEPTABLE.

MAIL TO:
National Vessel Documentation Center

U.S. Coast Guard

792 T J Jackson Drive

Falling Waters, WV   25419
For forms and information on vessel documentation please visit our homepage at www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/vdoc/nvdc.htm
NOTICE:  NEITHER THE FILING OF A NOTICE OF CLAIM OF LIEN NOR THE ACCEPTANCE BY THE COAST GUARD OF SUCH A NOTICE IS A GUARANTEE THAT THE CLAIM IS VALID OR ENFORCEABLE. 

