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ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED STATES LIFE-
SAVING SERVICE.

(In Conformity with Act of Congress approved June 18, 1878.)

SuMNER I. KiMBALL, General Superintendent, Washington, D. C. .
J. K. UProN, Assistant General Superintendent, Washington, D.C.
Captain THOMAS D. WALKER, United States Revenue-Cutter Service, Inspector of
Life-Saving Stations, No. 24 State street, New York City.
Captain THOMAS D. WALKER, United States Revenue-)
Cutter Service, No. 24 State street, New York City. | Superintendentsof Construc-
Captain JaMEs B. MOORE, United States Revenue- [ tion Life-Saving Stations,
Cutter Service, No. 24 State street, New York City. | Atlantic and Lake Coasts.
Captain JAMES B. MOORE, United States Revenue-
Cutter Service, No. 24 State street, New York City. . o
Captain WASHINGTON C. COUL8ON, United States Rev- Superintendenta of Construc
enue-Cutter Service, Room 35, New Appraisers’
Stores, San Francisco, California.

tion Life-S8aving Stations,
Pacific Coast.

ASSISTANT INSPECTORS.

First District....... Lieutenant FRANK H. NEwcoMB, United States Revenue-Cutter
i Service, Post-Office Building, Room 148, or P. O. Box 1908,

Second District . ... . Boston, Massachusetts.

Third District...... .. Lieutenant WALSTEIN A. FAILING, United States Revenue-
Cutter Service, Patchogue, New York.

Fourth District....... Lieutenant WALTER S. HowLAND, United States Revenue-
Cutter Service, Toms River, New Jersey.

Fifth District ........ Lieutenant JonN F. WiLD, United States Revenue-Cutter Serv-
ice, Onancock, Virginia. .

Sixth District ........ Lieutenant JoAN C. CANTWELL, United States Revenue-Cutter

’ Service, Elizabeth City, North Carolina.
Serenth District ...... Captain HorRATIO D. SMITH, United States Revenue-Cutter Serv-
: ice, Custom-House, Charleston, South Carolina.

Eighth District....... Captain ROBERT M. CLARK, United States Revenue-Cutter Serv-
ice, Custom-House, Galveston, Texas.

Ninth District ...... Lieutenant STALEY M. LANDREY, United States Revenue-Cutter

Tenth District ...... ; Service, Custom-House, Detroit, Michigan.

Eleventh District ..... Lieutenant JoHN E. REINBURG, United States Revenue-Cutter
Service, Room 543, Rand-McNally Building, Chicago, Illinois.

Twelfth District...... Captain WasHINGTON C. CouLsoN, United States Revenue-

Cutter Service, Room 35, New Appraisers’ Stores, San Fran-
cisco, California.
Captain JAMES B. MoORE, United States Revenue-Cutter Service, on special duty,
No. 24 State street, New York City.
Lieutenant WM. V. E. JacoBs, United States Revenue-Cutter Service, on special
duty, Washington, D. C.
Lieutenant WALKER W. JOYNES, United States Revenue-Cutter Service, on special
duty, Washington, D, C. ®



6 ORGANIZATION.

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS.

First District ........ SiLas H. HARDING, Portsmouth, New Hampshire.

Second District ...... BENJAMIN C. SPARROW, East Orleans, Massachusetts.
Third District.... .... ARTHUR DOMINY, Bay Shore, New York.

Fourth District....... JoHN G. W. HAVENS, Point Pleasant, New Jersey.

Fifth District........ BENJAMIN 8. RicH, Dangherty, Accomac County, Virginia.
Sixth District ........ PaTrICK H. MORGAN, 8hawboro, North Carolina.

Serenth District .. .... Hiram B. SHaw, Ormond, Florida.

Eighth District....... WiLLiAM A. HUTCHINGS, Galveston, Texas.

Ninth District ...... EDWIN E. CHAPMAN, Buffalo, New York.

Tenth District. ...... JEROME G. KiaH, Sand Beach, Michig’au.

Eleventh District. .... NATHANIEL RoOBBINS, Grand Haven, Michigan.

Twelfth District...... THOMAS J. BLAKENEY, Room 35, New Appraisers’ Stores, San

Francisco, California.

ASSISTANT DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT.
Third District........ HERBERT M. KNOWLES, Wakefield, Rhode Island.

BOARD ON LIFE-SAVING APPLIANCES.

Professor CECIL H. PEABODY, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Boston, Massa-
chusetts, President.

Captain THoOMAS D. WALKER, United States Revenue-Cutter Service, Inspector of
Life-Saving Stations, No. 24 State street, New York City.

Captain DAvID A. LYLE, Ordnance Department, United States Army, P. O. Box 1606,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Lieutenant WM. V. E. Jacoss, United States Revenue-Cutter Service, Washington,
D. C., Recorder.

BENJAMIN C. SPARROW, Superintendent Second Life-Saving District, East Orleans,
Massachusetts.

JEROME G. K1AH, Superintendent Tenth Life-Saviug District, Sand Beach, Michigan.

HERBERT M. KNOWLES, Assistant Superintendent Third Life-Saving District, Wake-
tield, Rhode Island.



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVIOCE,
Washington, D. C., November 18, 1897.

SIr: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-
tions of the Life-Saving Service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897,
and of the expenditures of the moneys appropriated for the maintenance
of the Service for that period, in accordance with the requirements of
section 7 of the act of June 18, 1878.

Respectfully, yours,

SUMNER I. KIMBALL,

General Superintendent.
Hon. LYMAN J. GAGE,

Secretary of the Treasury.
M
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REPORT OF THE UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING
' SERVICE, 1897.

OPERATIONS.

At the close of the fiscal year the Life-Saving Establishment embraced

259 stations.

Of this number, 189 were situated on the Atlantic and

Gulf coasts, 55 on the coasts of the Great Lakes, 14 on the Pacific
coast, and 1 at the Falls of the Ohio, Louisville, Kentucky.
The number located in each of the several districts was as follows:

First District (coasts of Maine and New Hampshire).......c.coceaeeiaiiaao...

Second District (coast of Massachusetts)

Third District (coasts of Rhode Island and Long Island). .....cccoueeoiaaaa...

Fourth District (coast of New Jersey

Fifth District (coast from Cape Henlopen to Cape Charles)
Sixth District (coast from Cape Henry to Cape
Seventh District (coasts of South Carolina, Georgia, and eastern Florida)......
Eighth District (Gulf coast)...............
Ninth District (Lakes Erie and Ontario, including Louisville Station)..........
Tenth District (Lakes Huron and Superior)
Eleventh District (Lake Michigan)........

Twelfth District (Pacific coast)

ear River)

....................................

The following statement shows the periods during which the stations
were manned (termed the active season) and the number of surfmen

employed at each station:

Employment of surfmen, season of 1896-97.

Stations.

District.

Periods of employment (all dates inclusive).

[

Quoddy Head, Cross Island, Crumple:Island,
Cranberry Isles, White Head, Burnt Island,
Hunniwells Beach, Cape Elizabeth, Fletch-
ers Neck, Jerrys Point, Wallis Sands, and

Rye Beach.
2 | PlamIsland, Knobbs Beach, Davis Neck, Point
Allerton, North Scitoate, Fourth Clift, Brant
Rock, Gurnet, Manomet Point, Race Point,
Peaked Hill Bars, High Head, Highland,
Pamet River, Cahoons Hollow, Nauset, Or-
leans, Chatham, Coskata, Surfside, Great
Neck, Muskeget, Gay Head, and Cuttyhunk.
MONOMOY.ceuerrseecnsancesaroanancranneannnns

6 surfmen from Aug.1, 1896, to May 31,1897; and
1 additional surfman from Dec. I, 1896, to Apr.

30, 1897.

6 surfmen from Aug. 1,1806, to May 31, 1897; and
1 additional surfman from Dec. 1,1896, to Apr.

0, 1

7 surfmen from Aug. 1, 1806, to May 31,1807; and
1 additional surfman from Dec. I, 1896, to Apr.

80, 1897.
6 surfmen from Jan. 13, 1897, to May 31,1897; and
;ou}g‘l’gioml surfman from Jan, 13, 1897, to Apr.

2 surfmen from Sept. 9, 1896, to Nov. 30, 1806; 1
surfman from Sept. 17, 1896, to Nov. 30, 1896; 2
surfmen from Oct. 16, 1806, to Nov. 80, 1896; 1
surfman from Oct. 19, 1896, to Nov. 80,1896; 3
surfmen from Oct. 20,1896, to Nov. 80,1896, and
9 surfmen from May 1 to June 80, 1807.

ay
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UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

Employment of surfmen, season 1896-97—Continued.

w l District.

=3

10

Stations.

Brenton Point, Narragansett Pier, Point
Judith, Quonochontaug, Watch Hill, New
Shoreham, Block Island, Ditch Plain,
Hither Plain, Napeague, Amagansett,
Georgica, Mecox, uthampton, Shinne-
cock, Tiana, Quogue, Potunk, Moriches,
Forge River, Smiths Point, Bellport, Blue
Point, Lone Hill, Point of Woods, Fire
Islami. Oak Island, Gilgo, Jones ﬁeach,
Zachs Tnlet, Short Beach, Point Lookout,
Long Beach, Rockaway, Rockaway Point,
Coney Island, and Eatons Neck.

Rocky Point......coeeiviiiiiienennanaiana..

Spermaceti Cove, Seabright, Monmouth Beach,
Long Branch, Deal, Shark River, Spring
Lake, Squan Beach, Bayhead, Mantoloking,
Chadwicks, Toms River, Island Beach,
Cedar Creek, Forked River, Barnegat, Love-
ladies Island, Harvey Cedars, Ship Bottom,
Lon% Beach, Bonds, Little Egg, Little
Beach, Brigantine, South Brigantine,
Atlantic City, Absecon, Great Egg, Ocean
City, Pecks Beach, Corson Inlet, Sea Isle
City, Townsend Inlet, Avalon, Tathams,
Hereford 1nlet, Holly Beach, Turtle Gut,
Cold Spring, and Cape May.

Sandy Hook . ....coeeeniiiicaiiaii s

Cape Henlopen, Rehoboth Beach, Indian
River Inlet, Fenwick Island, Ocean City,
North Beach, Green Run Inlet, Popes
Island, Assateague Beach, Wallops Beach,
Metomkin Inlet, Wachapreague, Parramore
Beach, and Cobb Island.

Lewes, Hog Island, and Smith Island.........

Cape Hen§y Seatack, Dam Neck Mills, Little

sland, uiseCa e, Wash Woods, Currituck
Inlet, Whales Head, Poyners Hill, Catteys
Inlet, Paul Gamiels Hill, Kitt§hawk. Kill
Devil Hills, Nags Head, Bodie Island, Ore-
gon Inlet, Pea Island, Chicamacomico, Gull
hoal, Little Kinnakeet, Big Kinnakeet,
Durants, Portsmouth, and Core Bank.
New Inlet and Ocracoke.............. .
Cape Lookout and Oak Island.....cceceee....

Cape Hatteras, Creeds Hill, and Cape Fear ...

SullivansIsland .....covuemeiicnennnnananannn

Santa Rosa, Sabine Pass, Galveston, Velasco,
Saluria, Aransas, and Brazos.

San Luig..c....eeneiinia.l ctseenccaceaan.
Big Sandy and Fort Niagara.....c............
Oswegoand Charlotte..........ccooemaennann..
Buffalo............... ceeeccecccncccctncncannas
Erie and Fairport......co.ooeeeiviiiniiaa..
Ashtabula..... eeetecmenceeeceeieeaeaeaeaas
Cleveland.......ccceveennnainn.... cereneieaas
Point Marblehead ................. ceeeneaaa.
Louisville ....cciiieeciieiiiiiiiiiiiieaiiaaaa.

Sand Beach, Pointe aux Barques, Grindstone
City, Ottawa Point, Sturgeon Point, Thun-
der Bay Island, Middle Island, and Ham-
monds aig. .

Vermilion Point, Crisps, Two Heart River,
and Muskallonge Lake.

Bois Blanc.....cceoeeveeenanananans [

Marquette .......coacenaenaan.. ceeneannean coee
Ship Canal.....cceevveesreececccencescarananes

Periods of employment (all dates inclusive).

| 6 surfmen from Aug. 1, 1896, to May 31, 1897; and
1 additional surfman from Dec. 1, 1896, to A pr.

0, 1

! 6 surfmen from Dec. 1, 1896, to May 31, 1897; and 1
g(()ldlistégnal sarfman from Dec. 1, 1896, to Apr.
6 surfmen from Aug.1,1896, to May 31,1807; and
éowdgg;ional surfman from Dec. 1, 1896, to Apr.

, 1897,

8§ surfmen from Aug. 1, 1896, to May 31, 1897.
6 surfmen from Aug. 1, 1886, to May 31, 1897; and
;om}gg}’ionnl surfman from Dec, 1, 1896, to Apr.
X .

8 surfmen from Aug. 1, 1806, to May 31, 1897.
6 surfmen from Aug. 1, 1896, to May 31, 1897; and
%om{ggglonnl surfman from Dec, 1. 1896, to A pr.

7 surfmen from Aug. 1,1896, to May 31, 1897.

7 surfmen from Aug. 1, 1806, to May 31, 1897; and
gomlig;gional surfman from Dec. 11,1896, to Apr.

8 surfmen from Aug. 1, 1806, to May 31, 1897.

6 surfmen from Aug. 1, 1896, to May 31, 1897.

6 surfmen from Aug. 1, 1896, to May 31, 1897.

7 surfmen from Anf. 1,1896, to May 31, 1897.

7 surfmen from July 1 to Dec. 12,1896, and from
Apr. 6 to June 30, 1897,

8 surfmen from July 1 to Dec. 12,1896, and from
Apr. 5 to June 30, 1897.

8 surfmen from July 1 to Dec. 15,1896, and from
Apr. 6 to June 30, 1897.

8 surfmen from July 1 to Dec. 15,1896, and from
Apr. 5 to June 30, 1897.

7 surfmen from July 1 to Dec. 15,1896, and from
Apr. 5 to June 30, 1897.

8 surfmen from July 1 to Dec. 15,1896, and from
Apr. 3 to June 30, 1897.

7 surfmen from July 1 to Dec. 15, 1696, and from
Apr. 3 to June 30, 1897.

6 surfmen from Jul{' 1, 1896, to June 30, 1897.

8 surfmen from Ju Y 1 to Dec. 12,1896, and from
Apr. 7 to June 30, 1897.

7 surfmen from July 1 to Dec.7,1896, and from
Apr. 22 to June 30, 1897.

8 surfmen from July 1 to Dec. 12,1896, and from
Apr. 8 toJune 30, 1897.

8 surfmen from July 1 to Dec. 6, 1896, and from
Apr. 23 to June 30, 1897,

8 surfmen from July 1 to Dec. 5, 1896, and from
Apr, 26 to June 30, 1807,
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Employment of surfmen, season 1896-97—Continued.

=
=]
;‘3 Stations. . Periods of employment (all dates inclusive).
[=]
10 | Duluth coecmenmnie i 8 surfmen from July 1 to Dec. 8, 1896, and from
Apr. 20 to June 30, 1897.
11 | North Manitou Island, Pentwater, White | 7 surfmen from July 1 to Nov.30, 1898, and from
River, Holland, South Haven, Evanston, Apr. 1 to June 30,1897.
and Kenosha.
Point Betsie, Frankfort, Manistee, Grande | 7 surfmen from July 1 to Dec.35, 1896, and from
Pointe au Sable, Ludington, Muskegon, Apr. 1 to June 30, 1897,
Grand Haven, Saint Joseph, Racine, Two
Rivers, Kewaunee, and Sturgeon Bay Canal. .
Michigan City, Chicago, and Sheboygan ...... 8 surfmen from July 1 to Dec. 5, 1896, and from
Apr. 1 to June 30, 1897.
Old Chicago and Milwankee.................. 8 surfmen from July 1 to Dec. 10,1886, and from
Apr.1 to June 30,1897, .
South ChiCag0 .. ceeninmemanmnannanaaaiianin. 7 surfmen from July 1 to Dec. 5,1896; and 8 surf-
men from Apr.1 to June 30, 1897.
Baileys Harbor ..........ccoool S S . 5 aurfmen from July 1, to Dec.5,1806; 1 surfman
' from July 10 to Dec.5,1896; 1 surfman from
i ! Aug. 23 fo Dec. 5, 1896; and 7 surfmen from
) . Apr.1 to June 30, 1897.
| Plum Island ....ceveeeeniiecnniiiaanaa. .. ' 4 surfmen from July 1 to Dec. 5,1806; 2 surfmen
. | from July 21 to Dec. 5, 1896; 1 surfman from July
! . 23 to Dec. 5,1886; and 7 surfmen from Apr.1 to
I June 30, 1897.
12 | Ilwaco Beach, Coquille River, Yaquina Bay, 7 surfmen from July 1, 1896, to June 30, 1897.

i and Point Reyes.

i Shoalwater Ba.%, Cape Disagpointment. l 8 surfmen from July 1, 1806, to June 30, 1897.
Point Adams. Umpqua River, Cape Arago, -
Humboldt Bay, Fort Point, Golden Gate

Park, and Southside. 1

t

The foregoing tabular statement includes but one of the twelve sta-
tions in the Seventh District, the others being maintained ouly as
houses of refuge for the succor of the shipwrecked, no crews being
employed. Keepers are on duty at all stations during the entire year.

STATISTICS.

The reports of the several district officers show 394 disasters to doe-
umented vessels within the field of life-saving operations. The number
of persons on board these vessels was 3,737, of whom 42 were lost.
The estimated value of the vessels was $5,132,485, and that of their
cargoes $1,975,340, making the total value of property imperiled
$7,107,825. Of this amount, $5,108,895 was saved and $1,998,930 lost.
The number of vessels totally lost was 54.

There were also 305 casualties to undocumented craft—sailboats, row-
boats, etc., carrying 706 persons, 11 of whom perished. The value
of property involved in these instances is estimated at $221,745, of
which $182,280 was saved and $39,465 lost.

Five hundred and eighty-seven shipwrecked persons received succor
at the stations, the number of days’ relief furnished aggregating 1,082,

The total number of disasters, 699, exceeds that of the preceding
year by 19, and is the largest number reported in the history of the
Service. Notwithstanding this fact, the number of vessels totally lost
is the smallest since the year 1879, when the scope of the Service was
much less extended, the number of stations at that time having been
only 173,
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The results of disasters to vessels of all descriptions within the scope
of the Service aggregate as follows:

Total number of disasters .........c..ceiiceeeeiacatoiiina.. ceccccccnnn 699
Total value of property involved. .........cooiiimmiiiiitiaiaiiaonannan. $7,329, 570
Total value of property saved™......c.c.coemuirtiomeaieiiiaaaan .. $5,291, 175
Total value of property 1ost. . ...ccu.oeoie ieniiiiiii it ciaeaiaaaaannan, $2, 038, 395
Total number of persons involved .............c.oooiioiiiaii .. 4, 443
Total number of persons 1ost. ... oot iioiiimiit i iaiiaaeananna. . 53
Total number of shipwrecked persons succored at stationst............. 587
Total number of days’ succor affordedt. ............ ... iciciaaan... 1, 082
Number of vessels totally lost...................... ceteecaccennnecacnnn 54

The apportionment of the foregoing statistics to the Atlantic, Lake,
and Pacific coasts, respectively, is shown in the following table:

Atlantic
Lake Pacific
agga(.}gff coasts.; | coast. Total.
Total number of disasters........cceceveeeeiinienennnnn 385 276 38 699
Total value of vessels 2,671,250 | 1,846,970 | 824,535 5,342, 755
Total value of cargoes 1, 348, 430 547, 360 91, 025 1,086, 815
Total amount of property involved ............. do....| 4,019,680 | 2,304,330 | 916,560 1,329, 570
Total amount of property saved ................ 2,951,870 | 2,267, 760 81, 555 5,291,175
Total amount of property lost.......c....c........ d 1,067, 810 136,580 | 834, 005 2,038, 395
Total number of persons on board 2, 795 1,332 -+ 316 4,443
Total number of persons 108t .cccueneeueenainnn. oo ..., 31 5 17 53
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations. 461 113 13 587
Total number of days’ succor afforded.....c..ccc...... 897 172 13 t1,082
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels.... 43 8 3
The apportionment to the several districts is as follows:
. First District.

Number of disasters......... ceeereeceann e ceteeeetiecaas ceeen- 40
Value of vessels ... mer o ieiiiiiee e aeee .. $242,260
Value of cargoes.......cceeeieemieeanaennnn. eeetesenansnrscarccneronen $41, 720
Total value of property .................. teeeeeascecacaaes e eeeeanan $283, 980
Number of persons on board vessels .......... e 193

*It should not be understood that the entire amount represented by these figurcs was saved by the
Service. A comsiderable portion was saved by salvage companies, wrecking tugs, and other instru-
mentalities, often working in conjunction with the surfmen. It is manifestly impossible to apportion
the relative results accomplished. It is equally impossible to give even an approximate estimate of
the number of lives saved by the station crews. It would be preposterous to assume that all those
on board vessels suffering disaster who escape would have been lost but for the aid of the life-savers;
yet the number of persons taken ashore by the lifeboats and other appliances by no means indicates
the sum total saved by the Service. In many instances where vessels are released from stranding or
other perilous predicaments by the life-saving crews, both the vessels and those on board are saved,
although the people are not actually taken ashore, and frequently the vessels and crews, escaping dis-
aster entirely, are undoubtedly saved by the warning signals of the patrolmen, while in numerous
cases, either where vessels suffer actual disaster or where they are only warned from danger, no loss of
life would have ensued if no aid had been rendered. The number of disasters, the property involved,
the amounts saved and lost, the number of persons on board, and the number lost are known, and
these facts are all that can be expressed statistically with reasonable accuracy. The narratives which
follow under the caption ‘‘Loss of life’’ and the brief statements under the captions ‘‘Services of
crews’’ and ‘‘ Vessels warned from danger '’ convey as adequate an idea of what the life-saving crews
actnally do in each instance as space will allow.

{These figures include persons to whom succor was given who were not on board vessels embraced
in table of casualties.

tIncluding the river station at Louisville, Kentucky.
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Number of persons 108t ... ... ..c..ceeeeiiiiiioieniiaitanaeaeanaaanns
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations ...................
Number of days’ succor afforded........cccinn il
Value of property 8aved ... ... ceeeiemi it e
Value of property lost ............. sevsetsennneccsnsenscasonsnsanacenns
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels......................

Second District.
Number of disasters .............

Value of Ves8eI8 . ......ocmmn e i i iieiiae
Value of Cargoes. ... .cn.oee e ieeeercacaciacectecaceaceeanannen
Total value of Property ......c.ceoee oo eeen it iiieiiiiiiiiaeen e
Number of persons on board vessels...........cceciceeeaiaaiiiiannan..
Number of persons 108t «..ee.veeeeeveeeieiet it ieitetciia cieaanann,

Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations ...................
Number of days’ succor afforded........coo.ciaioiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaaa.
Value of property 8aved ... ... coeiemeeniimieieatoaceecaceanaeaaann
Value of property 108t ....cceuee e i e,
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels......................

Third District.

Number of disasters. ..... . .coe oo i
Value of Vessels. ... .cueen et i iiiccticecee et aaaaan
Value of CArgoes. ... oen oo i e aie i iiiee e
Total value of Property ........ccecceceeeceiieneaionceececcnieeenenes
Number of persons on board vessels. ..........cceceneeeanieinanaa ...
Number of persons 108t..c .. oot ieeenianiiiieiiiaciiiiiaa e,
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations....................
Number of days’ succor afforded......ceceerouiemiiaeiiiiiaaioa ...
Value of property saved. ... ....coo.ceementiaieoiinacaneacaioacanaannn
Value of property lost. .. ... .ocoeeen it iaieniieaae e
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels......................

Fourth District.

Number of disasters. ... ....cceeeioeman it teitiieaaaaa
Value of VeBBOlS . .ccvemene et et it ciiiatctceeceie e caaaan
Value Of Carg0e8.ccn. couimaaercaaeceaecceiceeaeeeeccecsccaccanecoans
Total value of property.... ... .c.oooii oo
Number of persons on board vessels. ....... ..o it iiii oo
Number of persons 108t.........co.o it iiiiiiaianes
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations....................
Number of days’ succor afforded........ccceeieao i,
Value of property 8aved .... .....ceetiieieeieatciieaenetaanacnnaann
Value of property lost........ccoceiiniiiiiaaaaa.., eemni e canaas
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels.......c..............

Fifth District.

Number of disasters ... ...oe. oo e it cece e
Value of vessels..cu et oo cciae e it teeteei i cecaae et
Value of CAIZ0es «... e ieaace aieet e iemeeeiieee ceeeecaae enns
Total value of Property «......coceeeemarnenieancenan. Gt anaaan
Number of persons on board vessels.........ccceeeeaeiietaeancnanann.
Number of persons 108t. ... coue e ae it iieae et
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations....................
Number of days’ succor afforded........ e et caecceanane s

123

$399, 270

$62, 755
$13, 690
$76, 445
101

3
a1
52
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Value of property saved $35, 865
Value of property 108t........cootiiei it it iiiieicieceencacann $40, 580
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels .......ccccecceerean.. 3
Sixth District.
Number of disasters. ... .......oceeimi i iieet e 41
Value of Ve88el8. ... e ieee i i e $934, 050
Values of CATZ0O8 .. ceetcnaeaii et iiecatateeceeceaeceeceneeenaaan $326, 590
Total value of property ... ... ocecimaonoiaiit oo iiiiaeeiaaiaaa. $1, 260, 640
Number of persons on board vessels. .........ccoceeciiieieieieannnnns .e 586
Number of persons 108t.. .. coce oo it iii et i i ceiecveeeaaans 1
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.................... 136
Number of days’ succor afforded............. e et ceteceanaaaanaan . 343
Value of property 8aved . ... .cce oo ceeimit i iiiieeeciei e $983, 165
Value of property 108t. ... ... oo it ieeeecae e $217,475
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels.........ccceeueeenn.. 6
Seventh District.
Number of di8asters...... . ....vmein i i iieicitiee e 16
Value of vessels. ... .oon .o e iiii it ieeiina e $136, 685
Value of CArgoes .. .cee ceoe et iaae iaaitiaiece taceaacacacacaenanaan $54, 960
Total value of property ... ..c.ceceooie it i caiaiiaaiaaaaan $191, 645
Number of persons on board vessels ........... .. ...l 99
Number of persons 1ost. ... ... ..o 2
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.................... 20
Number of days’ succor afforded.........c...ooiimiiiiieaai Ll 24
Value of property 8aved. ... ... ceeeeieeaeniaeaiiiieiaiicacaieanenaans $166, 060
Value of property 108t . ... ccae oo ien i eee e $25, 585
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessel.......c..ccerveunn.... None.
Eighth District.
Number of disasters. ... .. .ccco. i oiaa i i iain i - 40
Value of VeBBelI8 ... c.. cceecceevaacancaccesaucanacccaaascnncsceacecanecann $104, 325
Value of CArZ0es .. vunveeaaiaeace i ieeieaaae e ciaccienaaaaann $118, 800
Total value of Property ...cc.oeeneimeeiieoiiieaeiceererannannannnn $223, 125
Number of persons on board Vessels .........c.ceeeenriiieneieneennnnnn 155
Number of personslosti.......ccoen i ieieiiaan.. 3
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.................... 32
Number of days’ succor afforded.... ..c.aeoioiiiii i iiiiiiiaaaia, 72
Value of property saved. .. ...c.ceoenieom it iiiaii et aaaaaeaaan $191, 080
Value of property 1ost...... ... oiaiiiiiiiiiiiaat. cecreesossance $32, 045
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels ........... Ceemeananns 4
Ninth District.
Number of diSasters. .. ... covureiieiimemaraeenoeneianaennnas . 104
Value of VeB8el8. ... ccceoeneaeeeaiaae ciieeeceaaaacecatacaascanaanannn $530, 410
Value of CATZO068 . ..., ceeenmeneieeraecenecenacecaacaencenoacascaconncans $211, 965
Total value of Property.... ...c.coceceeoeeeeeieeroceenaneieacecccnenen. $742, 375
Number of persons on board vessels ..........coceeeiiiiiiiiinnannaeanns 426
Number of persons 1o8t. ... ... ceere it irn e ieacaeaaaaa, 1
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.................... 31
Number of days’ succor atforded . ... oovneeneeenn ceecaecaeeaeeaenn e 87
Value of property 8aved ..........ce.iiiiiiiiiiiiie i it $702, 890
Value of property 108t ... ... o immr i i $39, 485

Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels ............ccoennnnn 1
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: Tenth District.
Number of disasters. .........ccoe oo oine i 55
Value of vessels. ... .coeeeeiiee it ieieecaeeeaee . $545,285
Value of CATZOOB - - o e cenn inemecn taene cee time et e e $167, 540
Total value of property .........ceoio i ool $712,825
Number of persons on board vessels ... .......cc.covrerceniiiinnennnn 391
Number of persods lost ................... e et aeeeanaan None.
Number of shipwrecked persons snccored at stations.................... 25
Number of days’ succor afforded..........ocoooi il 49
Value of property saved .........ccioieeiiiiiiiiiiiaiai i, $663,850
Value of property lost ... .. .. ... cooiioi oL, $48, 975
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels -..................... 1
Eleventh District.

Number of disasters...... ... icamae i, 117
Value of vessels. ... oo ot i e icaiaaaa, $771, 275
Value of CArgoes . .uue ceueiemeneianaaeemcaeiacatceeceeaeseecrncnranens $167, 855
Total value of property ........cceiveeeneeaeaeiacairinenenans reeeeens $939, 130
Number of persons on board vessels .......... ... ... 515
Number of persons 108t . ... .ccoun ittt iiiienee it cee e 4
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.................... 57
Number of days’ succor afforded. ... .. ..ceeemmenanae i i aaaaa... 86
Value of propertysaved.... .. ..o iaaemmmnin et $891, 010

Value of property lost ... ...ocemen i it ii e $48, 120
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels ...................... 6

Twelfth District. . '

Number of disasters........ ceteanecscaceceventmencttaccsentanarassannns 38
Value of vessels.....cuouieace e aceaeicacaeiiaeaaaieeciea et anan. $324, 535
Value of CATgOe8 - .- - neeon e ceie e ciae it $91, 025
Total value of property ........ccoeeeeioiimoiiaiiiomcee i caannns $915, 560
Number of persons on board vessels ...... ... cceeeeeniiiaanniennnnan, 316
Number of persons lost. ..........coiiiiiinniiiiia.-.. et ecaeaaaas 17
Number of shipwrecked persons succored at stations.................... 13
Number of days’ succor afforded.......ccevmiiraemieninriioninanninann. 13
Value of property saved ..... R $81, 555
Value of property 108t ......ccuceeniiiieie it e $834, 005
Number of disasters involving total loss of vessels................. e 3

Seventy-four persons not on board vessels were rescued by the surf-
men from such dangerous situations as wonld have caunsed loss of life
but for the prompt assistance rendered. Twenty-eight had fallen from
wharves, piers, ete.; 16 were imperiled by the inundation of low-lying
islands off the coasts of Virginia and North Carolina during a hurricane
in October, 1896; 11 were bathers or swimmers; 6 were rescued from
the ice; 5 were on outlying rocks, separated from the mainland by the
rising tide; 3 were helplessly involved in the rapids of the Ohio River
at Louisville, Kentucky; 2 were taken from the water into which they
were believed to have thrown themselves with suicidal intent; 1 was
in danger of death from exposure to the cold; 1 from hemorrhage
caused by a knife wound in the arm, and 1 was taken from the back of
an unmanageable horse that had plunged into Lake Michigan, where
the man was in danger of drowning.

~ In 553 instances vessels were worked off when stranded, repaired
when damaged, piloted out of dangerous places, and similarly assisted
123569—2
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by the station crews. Besides the foregoing, assistance of minor impor-
tance was rendered to 319 vessels and small craft. There were, besides,
229 instances where vessels running into danger of stranding were
warned off by the signals of the patrols.

The surfboat was used 716 times, making 916 trips. The self-righting
and self-bailing lifeboat was used 105 times, making 124 trips. The
gasoline launch at the City Point Station (Second District) was used
26 times, making 27 trips. Smaller boats were used 440 times, making
709 trips. The river life skiffs at the Louisville Station (Ninth District)
were used 38 times, making 54 trips. The breeches buoy was used 9
times, making 86 trips. The wreck gun was employed 13 times, firing
28 gshots. The heaving stick was used 33 times.

There were landed by the surfboat 603 persons; by the lifeboat, 173;
by the gasoline launch, 26; by the river life skiffs, 41; by other station
boats, 544, and by the breeches buoy, 75.

Besides those landed by boats, 44 persons were rescued from seven
vessels stranded near the shore, by the use of heaving lines; 13 were
taken from the surf in which their boats had capsized; 5 were rescued
from the top of a floating deck house that had been washed from a
stranded schooner; 2 were taken from boats caught in the ice and
rendered helpless; 2 were hauled to the pier from a boat adrift with-
out oars; 7 were drawn upon the wharf from a naphtha launch that
was in danger of pounding to pieces against it; 1 was taken from a
water-logged skiff near a pier; 2 were rescued from a dory in danger
of swamping in the breakers, and 1 was hauled up from a skiff half
full of water under a railroad bridge.

GENERAL SUMMARY

Of disasters which have occurred within the scope of life-saving operations from November
1, 1871 (date of introduction of present system), to close of fiscal year ending June 30,
1897.* .

Total number of disasters........cc.ueiiieeieneiiiemanenaeaniaiann. 9, 681
Total value of Vessels....cu . cueueimeaei it iieaeeceencmcaceiaaaanan. $107, 291, 380
Total value of €argoes ...... ... ool oiii i iiiae $46, 525, 949
Total value of property involved........ ..o iooiiaeeaeiii i oo $153, 817, 329
Total value of property saved.......cceeeiueiiiiiiineeianannann --.- $119, 041, 907
Total value of property lost.............................. e $34, 775, 422
Total number of persons involved........ ..ot iiiineninenonnans 177,133
Total number of lives lost. ... ... .. ... oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiannnnn 1823
Total number of persons BUCCOred. . ....ueiooencicieciainaaeanaann §13,213
Total number of days’ succor afforded........... .. .. ..coeaiiiio. 4§33, 871

* It should be observed that the operations of the Service during this period have been limited as
follows: Season of 1871-72, to the coasts of Long Island and New Jersey; seasons of 1872-74, to the
coasts of Cape Cod, Long Island, and New Jersey; season of 1874-75, to the coasts of New England,
Loung Island, New Jersey, and the coast from Cape Henry to Cape Hatteras; season of 1875-76, to the
coasts of New England, Long Island, New Jersey, the coast from Cape Henlopen to Cape Charles, and
the coast from Cape Henry to Cape Hatteras; season of 1876-77 and since, all the foregoing, with the
addition of the eastern coast of Florida and portions of the lake coasts, and since 1880 the coast of
Texas.

t Including persons rescued not on board vessels.

} Eighty-five of these were lost at the disaster to the steamer Metropolis in 1877-78, when service
was impeded by distance—and fourteen others in the same year owing to similar causes.

§ Including castaways not on board vessels embraced in Tables of Casualtiés.
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LOSS OF LIFE.

Fourteen casualties were attended with loss of life. The details in
each case are derived from the testimony of witnesses and reports of
the investigations made in pursuance of provisions of law ¢“with a view
of ascertaining the cause of the disaster, and whether any of the ofti-
cers or employees of the Service have been guilty of neglect or miscon-
duct in the premises.”

Capsize of a fishing boat.

Among the many hundreds of fishermen who ply their vocation in
the vicinity of the Cape Disappointment Station, at the mouth of the
Columbia River, Oregon, there are some, more venturesome or more
eager than the rest to make a profitable season, who persist in braving
by night the perils of waters that are proverbially dangerous even by
day. This practice is often attended with disastrous and sometimes
fatal results, as was the case with two men on the night of July 16,
1896, both of whom perished in consequence of the capsize of their
boat somewhere in the vicinity of Peacock Spit. When this boat
proceeded to the fishing ground, or precisely where and under what
circumstances she was gapsized, nobody knows.

The first intimation of a disaster received by the life-saving crew was
at about 1.20 o’clock a. m., when Surfman J. 8, Clark, who was perform-
ing watch duty on the bluff, heard cries of distress, apparently just
outside and abreast of the lighthouse, in the direction of Peacock Spit,
which has been the scene of many fatalities and is well known as an
especially dangerous place. He at once burned his Coston light and
fired the signal gun, located where the lookouts are posted for the pur-
pose of calling out the life-saving crew in case of accident, and then ran
to the station to notify the keeper of the cause of the alarm. When
he reached the station, the rest of the crew were already in the life-
boat and prepared to start out as soon as they should receive his mes-
sage. The night was intensely dark and somewhat hazy, so that it was
impossible to see much farther than a boat’s length, and the keeper
therefore realized that unless he could locate the distressed man or men
by the outcries all search would probably be futile. Apprehending,
also, that the shipwrecked persons would be able to hold out for only
a short time, the life-saving crew instantly pulled around the point at
the East Battery (of Fort Canby), where they would be able to hear
more accurately. When there, they concluded that the cry, apparently
of only one person, was outside of their position, and therefore pulled
in that direction until the light house was ¢ well opened.” There they
burned a Coston signal, but could not detect any shout of reply; they
then proceeded still farther out, and burned another signal. Still re-
ceiving no response, and a strong flood tide running, they concluded
that they had passed the man in the darkness, and the keeper, who was
‘thoroughly familiar with the action of the tides, then steered a course
in the direction which he thought the boat would be likely to drift,
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For the space of an hour the lifeboat cruised around the neighborhood,
resorting to every possible expedient to discover the supposed wreck,
and at the end of that time, neither hearing nor seeing anything of man
or boat, they rowed back to the station. Surfmen Adamson and Nutter
were immediately dispatched to the East Battery to listen for arepetition
of the cries of distress and see if they could ascertain anything about the
casualty, while the keeper proceeded to the lookout station on the bluft’
in order to learn what he could from the surfman on watch there. The
latter stated that he had continued to hear the outcries during the
absence of the lifeboat, but that to him they sounded as if they came
from near Sand Island, which lies more than a mile east of Peacock
Spit. Upon this information, the keeper ran back to the dock, followed
by the lookout, Surfman Clark, and ordered the surfboat to be launched,
in which the crew quickly rowed over to the vicinity mentioned. There
they carefully searched every point, but found nothing. They remained,
however, until daylight, when they discovered to the westward fishing
boat No. 14, belonging to the Eureka and Epicure Company, swamped
and held fast by her anchor about fifty yards from the beach under the
middle battery of the fort, to which point they at once pulled the surf-
boat. . No bodies were seen, and the fishing’ boat was towed to the
station. The sall, fully spread, was afterwards found by other persons.

The loss of life was evidently due to the recklessness of the fisher-
men in venturing among the breakers at such a time, and is in no way
chargeable to the life-saving crew, who, as the testimony and report of
the investigation show, were vigilant, prompt, and persistent.

The two men lost were John Aronson and ¢ Gust” Aronson, brothers,
both residents of Portland. No information has ever been received
that their bodies ‘were recovered.

Capsize of a batteau,

A small boat containing three colored men was capsized in the surf
near the mouth of Charleston Harbor, South Carolina, on September
9, 1896, and two of the occupants, James and Joseph Barron, were
drowned, while the third, Albert Goodwin, was rescued by the crew of
the Sullivans Island Life-Saving Station. The body of Joseph Barron
was recovered. The rescued man was furnished with clothing and
relief from the supplies of the Women’s National Relief Association.

The boat was a small flat-bottomed affair, locally known as a batteau,
such as is principally used by fishermen and oystermen in that part of
the country.

That this casualty was not witnessed by the station lookout in no wise
reflects upon him, but was due to the fact that it occurred some two
and one-half miles distant at a bend in the shore, which brings a num-
ber of small houses in the line of vision between it and the station,
making it impossible to see the place unless one is standing upon a
high elevation. Upon notification of the disaster the life-saving crew
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immediately proceeded to the scene and rescued Goodwin, who clung to
the upturned boat, while his companions were drowned in attempting
to swim ashore.

Wreck of the Italian bark Monte Tabor.

On the 14th of September, 1896, a disaster occurred on the Peaked
Hill Bars, coast of Cape Cod, attended with the loss of 5 men, whose
deaths were involved in circumstances of mysterious and almost roman-
tic interest. Three were suicides, while the manner in which the other
two perished could not be certainly determined. The body of one of
these, the mate, supposed to have died by his own hand, was never
recovered. The body of the fifth, one of the two boys on board, is
reported to have been taken from the surf near Race Point two or three
weeks after the disaster.

The entire crew of 12 persons, including the officers and two boys,
were Italians, belonging to a small Italian bark of 567 tons register,
called the Monte Tabor and hailing from Genoa.

It appears that the bark sailed from Trapani, 1sland of Sicily, on the
21st of June, bound for Boston, Massachusetts,laden with a cargo of salt.
On September 5 she was from one hundred and twenty to one hundred
and fifty miles off the coast of Cape Cod, southeast of Highland Light,
where she encountered heavy squalls, followed by almost continuous
stormy weather up to the night of her destruction.

The conditions existing off the North Atlantic coast during this
period, as shown by the Monthly Review of the Weather Bureau for
September, were exceedingly adverse to vessels in the track of the
autumn storms, which are apt to sweep to the northward between Ber-
muda and the American coast, there having been a swift succession of
ugly gales, sometimes amounting to hurricanes. At the Block Island
Station of the Weather Bureau the wind ranged from seventy-five miles
an hour on the 9th to fifty-one miles on the 1i3th., The Monte Tabor had
hardly weathered the severe storm which began on the 5th, when she
was overtaken on the morning of the 7th by a hurricane that compelled
the master to heave her to on the starboard tack and hold lher so for
the space of two whole days. In the forenoon of the 9th he was able
to resume his course, and succeeded in making some fifty miles to the
northwestward, which brought him still nearer to a lee shore, when he
was again obliged to heave to. Although there was yet abundance of
sea room and the vessel was in no wise crippled, the condition of the
captain’s mind would seem to have been unaccountably despondent, as
is nnmistakably made evident by the tenor of the following memoran-
dum written by him:

“The Italian bark Monte Tabor struck by hurricane on September 9,
1896, in latitude 40° north, longitude 70° west. The captain and crew,
after having used all possible means, resigned themselves to the will of

Providence. The hurricane originated with a northeast wind on the
7th instant, at 1 a. m., two days previous; great lightning, then stormy
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and black. Then the vessel was hove to on the starboard tack. We
tried to go on by force of sails, but it was found impossible to go out
from that zone. On the morning of the 9th of September there were
great waves, and after proceeding about fifty miles to the northwest
we were forced to stop. The captain and crew, all resigned to the will
of Providence, gave their souls to God, thanking Him for the destiny
assigned to them. One prayer from the finder for their souls.

“The CAPTAIN, GENERO.”

Beneath the captain’s signature appeared the names of all the per-
sons on board.

This paper was taken from a sealed bottle that was picked up on the
beach among the wreckage, and was translated by the Italian consul
at Boston. From the fact that the bottle was not thrown overhoard as
soon as the note was written, it may reasonably be conjectured that a
temporary subsidence in the fury of the storm revived in Captain
Genero some hope of ultimately taking his vessel safely to port. At
all events, it appears that the morning of the following day, the 10th,
broke with more favorable weather and the vessel was again put upon
her proper course for Boston.

On the 13th she was near Cape Cod, but in the midst of stormy con-
ditions that demanded the best of judgment and seamanship to enable
her to safely double that dangerous headland. At 8 o’clock at night
the northerly wind was blowing twenty-five miles an hour, the sea was
heavy, and all was enveloped in a thick fog. Two hours later the gale
grew much stronger, but the atmosphere cleared sufficiently to enable
the lookout on the Monte Tabor to see the Highland Light to the lee-
ward, which was promptly reported to Captain Genero. The bark was
then carrying her foresail, topsails, fore-topmast staysail, and jib, and
was still standing to the northward. When the light bore between
south and southeast, she commenced to labor a good deal, and the cap-
tain, believing that he was safely past Race Point, kept off to the
westward, with the declared purpose of coming to anchor in Provinee-
town Harbor until morning or until the storm should pass away.

Here was committed his fatal mistake, an error that in similar
cases before has sent many a good ship to disaster in this locality.
Captain Genero miscalculated his position in the very erisis of his
peril and steered his bark straight upon the danger point he was
straining every nerve to escape. At 12 o’clock, midnight, the gale had
mounted to a velocity of forty miles an hour, with frequent hurricane
squalls, thick fog, and a furious sea. A few minutes before this hour
the Monte Tabor touched bottom, but was quickly hauled up to the
northward and floated clear, continuing on her westward course. The
vessel progressed slowly along between the bars, but, falling to lee-
ward, she again struck bottom, the huge combers sweeping the whole
length of her deck and almost instantly beginning their work of
destruction. She had first struck the outermost of the three bars
lying off Peaked Hill, known as the Peaked Hill Bars, and was now
stranded on the outside of the inner one.
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Of all the shoals fringing the coast of Cape Cod none are more dan-
gerous than these or so often the scene of calamitous shipwrecks.
Referring to them, the Atlantic Coast Pilot cautions mariners not to
go inside of water twenty fathoms deep, and in a paragraph enjoining
the frequent use of the lead remarks that ‘“nearly every disaster which
has occurred upon the sandy portions of our coast may be traced to a
disregard of this very important duty of a mariner when on sound-
ings.”

Some time between half past 11 and 12 o’clock Patrolman Silvey, of
the Peaked Hill Bars Station, when about half a mile to the eastward
and close to the surf, discovered a white light and the dim outlines of a
vessel’s sails outside of the inner bar, but the weather was so thick that
he could not tell what kind of craft it was. However, well knowing
the danger of her course, he immediately burned a Coston signal as a
warning to her, and a minute or two later, having been unable to make
out the light or sails again, hastened to the station and informed
Keeper I, G. Fisher of the facts. Then he returned directly to the
shore, where the keeper soon joined him.

The night was pitch dark and the surf extremely high. Even
before nightfall the sea was so-heavy that it broke more than a thou-
sand yards from the shore inside the outer bar, and where the water
was from eight to ten fathoms deep. To find a position from which
the breeches buoy could be operated was a matter of much difficulty.
Abreast of the wreck, where it was necessary to place the gun, the surf
at high tide runs against a bluff or sand bank twenty feet high, and,
as the tide was already two hours flood, a spot had to be selected on a
narrow shelf of beach still bare, whence the life-savers could easily
beat a retreat to the bluff when the tide should drive them out.

The horse which had drawn the boat wagon from the station was
detached and sent back with several men, who were instructed to
bring the beach apparatus to the shore and to telephone Keeper
C. P. Kelley, of the High Head Station, the next to the eastward,
Keeper 8. O. Fisher, of Race Point, having already been summoned, to
come up with his crew as speedily as possible, without apparatus, of
which there was already an abundance at hand. Surfman Fish was also
dispatched along the beach to the westward with a lantern to look
sharply for wreckage or other ‘tokens of disaster. A few minutes after
his departure the light to seaward vanished from the keeper’s view, and
Surfman Fish states that when he had gone about half a mile on his
errand he heard a loud crash and saw the light disappear. He also
soon discovered a hatch and an awning stanchion on the beach.

At the place where the keeper was watching there were still, how-
ever, no signs of a wreck, and none had been seen by the keeper or crew
of the Race Point Station, who had now arrived. As Keeper L G.
Fisher well expressed himself in reply to an interrogation of the inves-
tigating officer, he ‘could do nothing then, for there was nothing
visible to shoot at, and nothing to pull to, even if a boat could have
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been launched,” which all agree was out of the question. Under the
circumstances the two keepers then present, I. G. Fisher, of Peaked
Hill Bars, and 8. O. Fisher, of Race Point, decided to scatter the men
along the beach in patrols to scrutinize the edge of the surf for indica-
tions of the wreck. .

A fter the patrolmen set out, a Coston signal was observed, and Keeper
I. G. Fisher ran up the beach until he met Surfman Higgins, who told
him that still farther west cries of distress had been heard from sea-
ward. Several of the men first detected a feeble outcry, apparently
from the water, when they were about three-quarters of a mile up the
beach. Stopping to listen, another cry reached their ears, louder than
the first, and apparently close by them. Fish and Tyler ran to the
water and beheld, some twenty or twenty-five yards offshore, the top
of the Monte Tabor’s cabin, with six men clinging to it.

The surfmen shouted for the shipwrecked sailors to remain where
they were and they would soon be rescued, but this injunction, if heard,
was wholly unintelligible to the Italians, none of whom could under-
stand English. This fact, however, was not then known to the life-
savers, who were not a little startled the next moment to see one of
the men, as if in response to the surfmen’s instructions, boldly jump
into the surf toward the shore. Fish, of Peaked Hill Bars, and Tyler,
of Race Point, thereupon dashed into the water and dragged the man
safely to the beach. Three of his shipmates, evidently emboldened by
his good fortune, embraced the first favorable opportunity to follow his
example, and were in similar manner rescued. There were still two
men upon the wreckage, one of whom threw the end of a rope and
Tyler quickly caught it up. It was fast to the top of the cabin, which
seemed to have grounded, and one at a time the two shipwrecked men
made their way upon it hand over hand to the shore.

At break of day Patrolmen Cook and Fish, who were still keeping
their vigil on the shore, caught sight of a boy among the grass mounds
in the rear of the beach. As they approached near to him he flung
himself into their arms, clasped their hands in his, and embraced them
over and over again. As he could not speak English, no time was
wasted in efforts to obtain information from him, but he was hurried to
the station and soon made comfortable. Subsequently he stated, with
broken phrase and gesture, that he swam ashore unaided, but his
story was received with little faith. The probability is that he drifted
in upon one of the many pieces of wreckage.

It was now broad daylight, and the surf was breaking as far distant
as the outer bar, but the wreck was nowhere to be seen. Only a few
tangled pieces of spars, sails, and rigging lay far off the beach, rising
and falling on the waves, apparently anchored and marking the spot
where the fatality culminated. No one could have lived upon them,
and no evidence of any bodies could be discovered. The only remain-
ing duty was to patrol the sands in search of the lost men, if any
should be swept ashore.
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About 9 o’clock a patrolman from Race Point discovered the bodies
of Captain Genero and Seaman Biagio lying in the edge of the water
with their throats cut, and about half a mile from them that of Stew-
ard Olivari with a bullet hole in the head. All three were committed
to the charge of the coroner in Provincetown, and were subsequently
interred in the Catholic Cemetery at that place.

The manner in which these men came to their death aroused much
excitement, and resulted in a suspicion that they were murdered by
their shipmates. An investigation made by the Italian consul, how-
ever, disclosed suicide.

‘When the bark struck bottom the last time and held fast, as already
narrated, the captain was so undone and humiliated by the loss of his
ship, and, as he believed, his professional reputation, that he fell into a
frenzy of despair and instantly resolved to take his own life. There-
upon he fervently embraced and kissed each member of his crew, and,
leaving them congregated on the top of the cabin, descended into it.
It would appear also that he was followed by two others, who gave
themselves up to self-destruction, for the cabin boy Raffaele a moment
later reported that Seaman Biagio was cutting his throat, and before

.interference or farther investigation could be made the top of the
cabin broke adrift and floated toward the shore.

Of the twelve persons on board, therefore, six were rescued by the
Life-Saving Service, one reached the shore without aid, three committed
suicide, and the other two (neithes of whose bodies was recovered) per-
ished in a mammer unknown.

In his report, Lieutenant Newcomb, of the Revenue-Cutter Service,
who conducted the investigation, remarks that the facts developed
‘“speak well for the vigilance and efficiency of the beach patrol,” and
expresses the opinion that if Captain Genero ¢ had used the sounding
lead and heeded its warning his vessel could have hauled offshore in
time to avoid all danger.”

The seven survivors were Fortunato Maggiolo, second mate; Fran-
cesco Azzaro, Sebastiano Sebato, Pancrazio Mendolia, Nichole Leotta,
Stefano Ramella, seamen, and the boy Angelo Oassisa, also rated as a
seaman. Those lost were Captain Luigi Benedetto Genero, Mate Gio-
vanni Zappata, Seaman Ippolito Biagio, Cook Samuel Olivari, and the
boy Cereseto Raffaele.

Capsize of a surf wrecking boat.

Thomas Thomas, an employee of the Merritt Wrecking Company,
was drowned in the surf on the bar about two and one-half miles north-
northwest of the Kitty Hawk Station, coast of North Carolina, on the
26th of September, while engaged in an attempt, with seven of his
shipmates, to make a landing in a small boat belonging to the wreck-
ing steamer William Coley.

Three days previous to this time a Clyde passenger steamer, the
Fredk de Barry, stranded on the beach abreast of the place above
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named during a very heavy northeast gale, which, owing to the light
draft of the vessel—only 4 feet—drove her so high that her crew were
able without difficulty or danger to go over her side to the beach with
a ship’s ladder. While the life-saving crew of the vicinity assisted in
saving the portable property on the De Barry, the Merritt Wrecking
Company undertook to get her afloat, and the wrecking steamer
William Coley was anchored oft the beach for that purpose. Prepara-
tory work had been going on aboard the stranded steamer for a day or
two, the wreckers passing safely to and from the shore in their own
boats. About half past 3 o’clock in the afternoon of the 26th, on a
rising tide, a boat put off from the Coley for the beach in charge of
Captain Charles L. Nelson, with seven men at the oars, the surf being
moderate. Suddenly, however, at a distance of about thirty yards
from the beach, the stem of the boat struck the bar and a great roller
instantly ¢ pitch-poled” her over, throwing all the occupants into the
surf.

Mr. William Coley, agent of the wrecking company, was at work on
the De Barry when the capsize took place, and happening to look
toward the surf saw, as he testifies, one of the Coley’s boats upside
down, with her entire crew struggling in the water around her. He
quickly seized a coil of rope, descended the ladder, and ran to the
beach, where he assisted in dragging seven of the men out of the
water.

The ecaptain of the De Barry had been at the Kitty Hawk Station
in the early afternoon, and Surfman D. W, Hayman was sent by the
keeper to carry him in his horse cart uap the beach to the stranded
steamer, where they arrived only a short time prior to the disaster.
Hayman states that he was standing near the steamer watching the
men at work, when he noticed a surf wrecking boat with eight men
in her leave the side of the William Coley and approach the beach.
There was a sharp break on the inner bar, and when the boat got
within about thirty yards of the beach her stem seemed to strike bot-
tom, and she was caught by the swittly following sea and instantly
capsized. He saw that the men were all in the water and, apparently
without attempting to regain the boat, making for the shore. Without
waiting to farther observe their movements, he ran to a pile of mate-
rial which had been removed from the De Barry and secured a piece of
rope, which he made fast around his body, handing the loose end to
somebody on the beach, and then waded into the surf as far as he could
toward the struggling men. By shoving floating oars to some and by
grasping hold of others as they were borne shoreward on the incoming
seas he and several others, who were also in the water, succeeded in
safely landing the entire boat’s crew except Thomas, who did not appear
to make any attempt to get to the beach, and before any effort in his
behalf could be made by the rescuing party, sank and was seen no
more.
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All the witnesses testify, and the circumstances clearly show, that
nothing could have been done to save the man even if the life-saving
crew had known of the capsize the instant it occurred. The station is
two and one-half miles from, the scene, and the man was drowned
within ten or fifteen minutes. The whole affair was over, says Captain
Nelson, ‘‘long before any help could have arrived from the station.”
“I saw Surfman Hayman,” he adds, ‘“in the surf assisting the boat’s
crew to land, and he behaved with great coolness and courage.” ¢ He
rendered valuable aid in the work of rescue,” testifies Captain William
Coley, ‘““and did all that any man could do. No aid was possible from
the keeper and crew of the station.”

Thomas’s body- was recovered by Surfman G. L. Baum, of Whales
Head Station, and at the request of Captain Coley was given decent
burial in a private burying ground by the keeper and crew of that
station.

Sinking of the barge Sumatra.

A peculiarly lamentable disaster was the foundering of the barge
Sumatra, September 30, 1896, off Milwaukee Harbor, Wisconsin, when
within a mile of a safe refuge, with help close at hand, and with scarcely
any warning to the ill-fated crew. Although sufticiently disabled to
cause grave apprehension on board, she sank so unexpectedly as to
preclude any concerted effort of her crew to escape, and carried three
of them down with her, helplessly pinioned, no doubt, by the heavy
deck load of steel rails sliding upon them as she plunged head fore-
most to the bottom. She was a schooner-rigged barge, built in 1874
at Black River, Ohio, and was in good condition and considered per-
fectly seaworthy, having a rating of A 2. in Inland Lloyd’s. Her gross
burden was 845.34 tons, and she was valued at $18,000 by her owners,
the Mills Transportation Company, of Port Huron, Michigan, her hail-
ing port. ’

The Sumatra left South Chicago about 6 o’clock on the morning of
September 29 with a crew of seven men including the captain, Charles
Johnson, and in tow of the screw steamer B. W. Arnold, 944 tons, of
Port Huron, bound for Fort William, Canada (on Lake Superior), with
a cargo of steel rails for the Canadian Pacific Railroad Company, 250
tons of the rails being carried on deck. The cargo was valued at
835,000 and was fully insured. The Arnold had a similar cargo and
was bound for the same port.

The weather was fine when they left South Chicago, and it was
expected that by evening they would reach Milwaukee, where the cap-
tain of the steamer had been instructed to call and pick up another
vessel. About 3 o’clock p. m., however, the wind began to freshen,
and by 10 o'clock, when the two vessels were oft South Point, eight
miles from the Milwaukee piers, it was blowing a gale from north to
north-northwest, though the sea came very heavy from the northeast.
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The Arnold, therefore, with her cumbersome tow had to steam right
into the teeth of the wind, while the sea was well on the starboard
bow, so that both vessels labored heavily.

About 12 o’clock Captain Neal of the Arnold discovered a torch
signal on the Sumatra, which indicated that she was in trouble. Just
what the difficulty was could not be determined, the night was so dark
and rainy, and with 900 feet of towline out it was impossible to hear
a shout from her against the powerful wind. The captain responded
with four whistles, and made all possible speed for the harbor. About
2 a. m. he was within a mile of the piers, and the torch was again seen
to flash from the Sumatra. He thereupon immediately began blowing
for a tug. Fortunately the signal was heard by the watch on the tug
Simpson, under command of Captain Eickmeyer, which was lying just
inside the piers, with steam up, in readiness to answer calls for assist-
ance (it being a part of her duty to aid incoming tugs to get their tows
into the harbor), and she immediately cast off her lines and steamed
out, not suspecting a vessel was in distress, four whistles being simply
a well-known signal for a tug.

The lookout at the life-saving station on the pier also heard the
whistle, and looking to seaward saw the lights and the torch on the
tow, but well understanding what the signal meant, and not think-
ing the torch indicated anything to the contrary, he concluded that
everything was right when the Simpson left the pier. He kept his eye
on her, however, as long as he could see her through the glass. By
this time the barge had ceased torching. When the Simpson reached
the Arnold, in about ten minutes, she was requested to take a line
from the tow and help her get into the harbor, but before that could be
done the Sumatra sank.

From the testimony of those on board the Sumatra it appears that
at 8 p. m. she was rolling deeply and making such bad weather of it
that the heavy cargo below decks strained the planking, and soon she -
began to leak, so that the pumps had to be started. The leak gained
steadily upon them, and at 10 p. m., when off South Point, the steam
pump, hand pump, and siphon failed to keep the water down. It was
at that time that the captain showed his first torch, which was seen by
the Arnold. The crew continued pumping, however, for they knew the
Arnold was making every effort to reach port, and realized that their
only hope was to keep their vessel afloat. But the water continued to
increase in the hold, and the barge settled deeper and deeper, until
2 a. m., when within a mile of the piers, the sea was making a clean
breach over her. The captain ordered his men to set the foresail and
to signal again with the torch, intending to cut the towing line and run
for the beach. Scarcely had the crew started to obey his order when
the water-logged hulk made a sudden dive and slid swiftly beneath
the waves, head first, bursting out the stern with a loud report, and
disappearing from sight in less than a minute.
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Three men who were forward at the time were never seen alive again,
but several days later their bodies rose to the surface. The captain
succeeded in getting into the yawl boat, which was towing astern. The
cook, who was at the wheel, the mate and a sailor were thrown into
the water, but succeeded in keeping atloat. The Simpson was only
about one hundred feet away, preparing to throw a line, when the
barge made her fatal plunge, and Captain Eickmeyer, hearing the cries
of the men who were struggling in the water, immediately steamed in
among the wreckage. The forms of three of them were soon made out,
and heaving lines were thrown to two, while the third was grasped by
the engineer. The two who caught the lines were hauled on board,
but a fender, set adrift by the rolling of the tug, struck the third on
the head tearing him from the engineer’s hands, and he sank imme-
diately and was not seen afterwards. The two rescued men proved to
be the mate and the cook. -

Seeing the man in the yawl, which was still held fast by its painter
to the wreck, Captain Eickmeyer shouted to him to cut the line, and
the tug would drop down and pick hin up. He made a motion as if to
obey but evidently had no knife, so the captain told him to hold on
while the tug could go for the life-saving crew.

No more cries were heard from the water, and as the captain did
not dare to remain longer amidst the wreckage for fear of fouling his
propeller which would have rendered the tug helpless and liable to
destruction, he started at full speed for the piers, blowing his whistle
frequently. Probably the whistle was not powerful, for Captain Neal of
the Arnold testified that when she Simpson was alongside the sunken
barge, about three hundred yards to leeward of him, he could barely
make out her signals, and as the life-saving station was fully a mile to
windward they evidently could not be heard there. Consequently, the
lookout had no means of knowing that the services of the station crew
were desired. The Arnold also commenced to blow distress signals as
soon as the barge went down, but they were not andible at the station,
notwithstanding that the lookout was on the alert watching the lights
all the time. The night was dark, the rain falling in torrents, and he
could not even see the Simpson returning, nor hear her until she was
just off the pier. Then he ran downstairs, arousing the keeper and
surfmen on his way, and went out to the tug to ascertain what was the
matter. Upon being told that a barge was sunk and men were drown-
ing, he hurried back to the boathouse with the information and shouted
to his mates to make haste.

The keeper had already ordered the lifeboat launched, and the surf-
men, who stopped .only long enough to slip on their trousers, boots, and
guernseys, ran downstairs and began to pry off the boat. It is proper
here to state that the lifeboat is kept on a carriage or cradle resting
on a level track, and to launch her, the carriage must be moved some
five or six inches before the trucks will reach the incline when the car-
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riage will go down by force of gravity. In their commendable haste to
get afloat without the unnecessary loss of a single moment, the crew
unfortunately threw so much force upon the pry as to break it, where-
upon the keeper ordered them to leave the lifeboat and launch the surf:-
boat instead. They therefore instantly jumped into the surfboat and
she was sent afloat by the run, the Simpson meantime having turned
around and being in readiness to take her in tow. Two surfmen then -
took the towline aboard the tug which immediately steamed out at full
speed.

The keeper states that when aroused by the lookout he glanced out
of the side door of the boathouse and seeing a steamer’s lights some
short distance off the piers, thought she was the vessel that was in
trouble, and consequently when the pry for the lifeboat broke (the men
on the tug all the time excitedly urging haste) he ordered the surfboat
out thinking that would do just as well. 'When, however, the tug had
towed the boat about five hundred feet outside the piers he became
aware that the vessel supposed to be in distress was away off to lee-
ward and apparently in the breakers. Thereupon he shouted to the
tug to turn back and get the lifeboat. The tug immediately put about
and returned to the station when the life-savers sprang to the incline
and ran into the boathouse to launch the lifeboat. The broken pry
being worthless, bars were used to start the boat, and when just out-
side the doors it was checked a little by the tackle to enable the men
to ship the mast and rudder. This operation occupied but a few
moments, when the boat was run into the water and made fast to the
tug, which again started for the scene of the disaster.

When the vicinity of the sanken barge was reached her masts were
still standing, and the yawl with one person in it was trailing astern.
The Simpson took a position to windward of the wreck, and the life-
boat was slacked down by its towline toward the yawl, but when it had
approached to within about fifty feet the tug took a rank sheer to the
eastward and caused it to move away from its object. The keeper
ordered five oars out to windward to force his boat back again, when
suddenly the mizzenmast of the sunken barge fell and parted the painter
of the yawl, which was then driven rapidly to leeward toward the break-
ers. The keeper immediately ordered the line holding him to the tug
to be cut, and quickly hoisting his foresail set out in pursuit of the
drifting boat, which had a start of nearly two hundred yards by the
time the lifeboat was properly pointed. It was a most exciting race
that followed, and a human life was the stake. The yawl must be over-
taken before it reached the breakers or another poor fellow would be
lost, for to enter the surf on such a night with a helpless boat was cer-
tain death to the occupant. Omn sped the little yawl, unguided, before
the gale, and each time she rose on the seas it seemed as if she would
surely be swamped. But the lifeboat pursued her with the speed of a
race horse, the wind swelling her sail almost to bursting and lifting her
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nearly out of the water as she leaped from crest to crest. Each second
brought her a little nearer to the half distracted man whose life hung
in the balance. Every eye in the lifeboat was riveted on the yawl, and
every nerve was wrought to its utmost tension. The keeper sat reso-
lute in the stern with both hands on the tiller. His eyes and hands
must be never so quick, he must keep the yawl dead ahead, and at the
same time hold his boat steady and true as she drove through the
treacherous waves. .One false move of the tiller and the ugly bil-
lows might sweep both him and his crew to destruction. Eagerly he
watched for his chance, part of his crew ready to grasp the shipwrecked
sailor while the rest were prepared to hoist the mainsail the instant
the order should be given. Suddenly he detected an opportunity, and
with a quick turn of the rudder brought his boat close alongside the
yawl, the man was dragged on board, up went the mainsail, the tiller
was jammed hard down, and away tlew the lifeboat close hauled to beat
her way back from the perilous lee shore. The race was won and the
man was safe, but none too soon, for as the sturdy boat shot up to the
wind in quick obedience to her helm the greedy breakers were close
aboard.

Other difficult work, however, was yet to be done, for she must fight
every inch of her return against a furious sea and head wind a distance
of fully a mile and a half. But she was stannch and able, and after an
hour’s skillful maneuvering reached the station in safety.

On the way back the keeper closely scanned the vicinity of the wreck,
but found no signs of the missing sailors. As soon as the erew reached
the station, patrols were sent along the beach to care for any bodies
that might have washed ashore, but none were discovered.

The names of those lost were Patrick Peterson, Peter Anderson,
Arthur Burnsted, and Charles Hemmar, all of West Bay Oity, Michi-
gan. The bodies of the first three were recovered when the cargo was
removed from the wreck. That of the last named, Charles Hemmer,
who was struck by the fender while the engineer of the Simpson was
trying to haul him on board the tug, was never recovered. The names
of the rescued were Charles Johnson, captain; John Burbeck, mate;
and Ira Purser, cook, also all of West Bay City, Michigan.

A few days after this disaster some adverse comments were heard
concerning the time that elapsed before the life-saving crew reached
the scene of the wreck. The investigating officer who inquired into
the circumstances and the attendant loss of life devoted particular
attention to this phase of the case. The evidence clearly showed that
those lost perished at the time the barge went down and while the
Simpson was making efforts for their rescue. She spent at least a full
balf hour—some of the witnesses said an hour—in the immediate
vicinity of the foundered barge in rescuing and hunting around for the
shipwrecked sailors, while it is shown that the life-saving crew knew,
and could have known, nothing of the disaster until she returned to
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the harbor for their assistance to reach and rescue the man in the yawl.
Possibly twenty minutes were lost in changing boats, and some doubt
arose as to whether the keeper was not at fault in failing to ascertain
exactly the details of the situation before starting out, whereby he could
have determined with certainty whether to take the surfboat or the
34-foot lifeboat, and thus have avoided the loss of time involved in
returning to make a change. It is obvious that had the keeper waited
to obtain such information the time and labor involved in changing
boats would have been saved, but it is equally clear that no loss of
life would have been prevented, for there was none after the tng left
the scene of the disaster to notify the life-saving crew. In answer to
the lookout’s question, ¢ What is the matter?” reply was made from the
Simpson that a barge was sinking, which answer would seem to have
conveyed all the necessary information. Furthermore, everything was
being done in the greatest haste; the people on the tug were impatiently
calling out, “Hurry up! burry up!” and when the pry broke, the keeper
did not think it necessary to waste time in conversation. Moreover,
he naturally supposed that the captain of the Simpson, who was well
versed in his profession, had given all the information important in the
premises. It seems conclusive, therefore, that no blame whatever can
attach to the life-saving crew for the fatal results of the disaster.

Wreck of the schooner Luther A. Roby.

From the 9th to the 17th of October, 1896, a West India hurricane
prevailed along the Atlantic coast of the United States, remaining
almost stationary for four days off the middle section. Unlike its pred-
ecessor of September 29 and 30, it did not penetrate to any considera-
ble distance inland, but swept the seaboard with devastating effect. A
wind velocity of sixty miles an hour was registered on the 11th at Cape
Henry, Virginia, and sixty-eight miles an hour as far north as Block
Island, Rhode Island, where a maximum of eighty miles was recorded
on the following day.

In that part of the Sixth District comprised between Cape Henry
and Cape Hatteras, the storm tide is said to have been the highest
noted within more than a quarter of a century. The poles of the
‘Weather Bureau telegraph lines, which also bear the telephone lines
of the Life-Saving Service, were overthrown in scores of instances,
and the entire line was disabled for several days. A dozen life-saving
stations were injured to a greater or less degree, and the opinion was
expressed that several of them might have been destroyed by the com-
bined effects of the wind and sea, had not the hurricane fortunately
veered to the northeastward. At the Oregon Inlet Station, which per-
haps suffered as severely as any, the wind and tide were so danger-
ous that early on Tuesday, the 11th, no person could safely venture
outside the buildings. By 9 o’clock in the morning the breakers were
beating against them, and at 10 the sea ran so high that the crew
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abandoned the place, fleeing in their boat, which they pulled inland
over the inundated beach to the southwest some four or five hundred
yards, where they passed the night, returning to the station about
5 o’clock the next morning at low water.

North of the capes of Virginia, in the Fifth District, very serious
damage was sustained. The Cobb Island Station was jeopardized,
almost the whole island baving been submerged, and the inhabitants
placed in such peril that in some instances they were taken in boats
from their insecure houses to the station. At Smith Island the sea ran
higher than any remembered for cighteen years.

The Fourth District, the coast of New Jersey,passed through a similar
experience, though of less formidable character, such as the blowing in
of station windows, etc. Atlantic City, Long Branch, and other places
along the coast were heavily smitten both by the wind and the surf,
Vessels at sea along the coast which were not driven ashore suffered
severely, eighteen disasters having been reported involving an esti-
mated loss of more than $160,000. Seven of these were total losses,
four of them having been abandoned, two having foundered, and one
being reported missing..

Fortunately disasters by stranding were few, a.nd no lives were lost
within the scope of life-saving operations except-in a single instance.
Seven vessels stranded at various points from North Carolina to Massa-
* chusetts, baving on board 56 persons, only 3 of whom perished. This
loss occurred at the wreck of the three-masted schooner Luther A. Roby,
which was driven ashore and wholly destroyed near the point of Cape
Henlopen, Delaware, on the morning of October 11. The Roby was a
vessel of 639 tons gross burden, built at Boston, Massachusetts, in
1884, hailing fromm Greenport, New York, and when lost was bound
from Cheverie, Nova Scotia, to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, carrying a
cargo of plaster. She was in command of Captain W, H. Malony, and
her crew consisted of seven persons, besides the master; namely, George
W. Hopkins, mate; Edgar Lewis, engineer; Frederick Olsen and Alex-
ander Melan, seamen, who were saved; and Thomas Sines, of Boston,
Massachusetts, seaman; George (or David) Mulberry, of Middletown,
Massachusetts, steward; and an unknown Norwegian sailor, who were
lost.

Owing to the fact that the captain and the surviving members of his -
crew left the life-saving station before the investigating officer arrived,
it was impossible to learn the details of the voyage or the immediate
circumstances which led to the disaster, but the fact that the schooner
was bound for Philadelphia makes it clear that she was trying to enter
the mouth of Delaware Bay and got too far to leeward, causing her to
strike just south of the southern point of the entrance.

The stranding occurred about 6 o’clock a. m., one-half mile south of
the halfway house of the Life-Saving Service located on the point of
Cape Henlopen, and was discovered ten or fifteen minutes later by the
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patrols of the Cape Henlopen and the Lewes stations, the former lying
about a mile and a half south of the scene, on the ocean side of the
cape, and the laiter about two miles west, on the bay side. Both
patrols conveyed the information to their respective keepers as speedily
as they could, and by half past 6 o’clock both life-saving crews were on
their way to the wreck. .

Keeper Tunnell, of the Lewes Station, proceeded in advance of his
crew, riding in his road cart as fast as the horse could run, in order
that he might reach the halfway house in the shortest possible time

and have the doors open and the horse harnessed to the beach appa-

ratus cart, ready for the crews when they should arrive.

It may be here stated that the halfway house was established sev-
eral years ago in view of precisely such emergencies as the present, and
was equipped with all necessary life-saving appliances, so that the two

adjacent stations might be able to render swift assistance to vessels

stranded in this dangerous neighborhood.

Very shortly after Keeper Tunnell reached the halfway house the
Cape Henlopen crew (which had the shorter distance to travel) joined
him, and, the horse having been attached to the cart, all present set
out for the beach abreast of the wreck, where they arrived a few min-
utes past 7 o’clock.- The crew of the Lewes Station followed with all
dispatch possible in such a tempest, and reached the beach soon after.
The ferocity of the storm and the almost hopeless condition of the ves-
sel may be realized when it is stated that the water all about her was
full of wreckage when the first life-saving crew arrived. Previous to
that time, and almost immediately upon the stranding of the schooner,
one of the sailors, supposed to have been either Thomas Sines or the
unknown Norwegian, was lost while making an attempt to swim to the
shore. The act was not witnessed by the life-saving men, and the body
of the drowned sailor was not recovered.

Seven persons were still upon the wreck, which was every moment
growing much weaker beneath the irresistible shocks of the sea. The
wind was blowing fiercely from east-northeast, and the surf was run-
ning so high that there could be no question as to the impracticability
of boat service and the necessity of employing the beach apparatus.
Accordingly the Lyle gun was promptly placed in position and fired,
the first shot going out within ten minutes after the arrival of the
crews, and landing its line fairly athwart the mizzen crosstrees. The
whip was at once bent to the shotline, and the men on the schooner
pulled it on board as quickly as possible and made it fast in the port
mizzen rigging. Then the life-saving crew bent the hawser to the
whipline and hauled it out to the wreck, but not without a good deal
of difficulty and some delay occasioned by the fouling of the lines in
the mass of wreck stuff that encumbered the entire space between the
ship and the beach. Unfortunately the captain of the Roby had
dropped his anchor when he realized that he was sure to strand, and
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thus held his vessel fast at an unnecessary distance {rom the sho:re
among the heaviest of the breakers, and, as it happened, broadside to
them. It is far better in such circumstances to let the vessel drive as
far up on the beach as the sea and her momentum will carry her.

The hawser had barely reached the wreck and been made fast in
proper place above-the whipline in the mizzen rigging, sufficient time
not having elapsed to get the whip in order, when the mizzen topmast
fell and broke in two or three pieces as for a moment it fetched up in
the rigging, and then, in its further descent, knocked Mate Hopkins
from the shrouds and through one of the open hatches into the hold.
He was not dangerously injured, however, and was one of the five men
ultimately rescued. Hardly had this occurrence taken place when one of
the sailors, the second to perish, swung himself upon the hawser and
began to make his way shoreward,hand over hand. But the rolling of the
vessel tautened the hawser with great violence at every offshore lurch,
and he was soon flung into the air and fell headlong into the breakers
among the mass of débris dashing about in all directions, and was seen
no more. Then, almost instantly, with a great crash, the mizzenmast
went by the board, carrying with it the life-saving lines, which at once
became hopelessly entangled in spars and timbers pounding alongside,
and thus contributed to the overthrow of the tottering mainmast, which
ensued a few moments later. With the fall of the mizzen all the ship-
wrecked men were precipitated into the breakers. Six were still alive.

The schooner was an utter wreck, the hatches wrenched off, the deck
broken away, rising and falling with the motion of the sea, and the top
of the cabin adrift. Five of the crew sought refuge on the latter, and
shouted to George (or David) Mulberry, the steward, to join them. He
was then clinging to a piece of timber near by, but paid no heed to
their entreaties. A moment or two later the foremast went tumbling
down, and some portion of it or of the rigging was seen to strike him,
and he was swept away to leeward, grasping first a spar and then for
several moments some broken bits. He was much too far from the
shore to be reached by the life-savers who plunged into the surf, or
by the aid of a heaving line, and while others were trying to fire a shot
line over him with the Lyle gun, a heavy spar or piece of timber struck
and killed him. He then disappeared, and the life-saving crew devoted
their entire attention to the five remaining members of the ship’s com-
pany, who were huddled on the detached top of the cabin. By lucky
chance, this portion of the wreck became involved in the lines sent out
by the surfmen, and by the latter steadily pulling upon them was grad-
ually drawn so near the shore that the life-saving crews taking hold of
hands and forming a chain in the surf, were able to reach the men and
drag them ashore.

This part of the operations was not effected without peril to the lives
of the surfmen, who were in danger of being thrown from their feet and
carried out by the powerful undertow, and were also constantly liable
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to be struck and killed or disabled by flying spars and timbers. When
all were landed, they were taken in charge by Keeper Salmons, of the
Cape Henlopen Station, and cared for, having been provided with dry
clothing, and sheltered and fed from' Sunday morning until Monday
afternoon, when they took their departure. The only body recovered
was that of George (David) Mulberry, which was taken from the surf
on the morning of the 13th. A coroner’s inquest was held at Lewes,
whence the remains were forwarded by rail to Boston.

Foundering of the steamer Arago.

The disaster attended with the greatest loss of life of any during the
entire year was the foundering of the American steamer Arago, which
occurred on the morning of October 20, 1896, near the outer end of the
north jetty at the mouth of Coos Bay, Oregon.

The Arago was a schooner-rigged steel vessel of 948.19 tons gross
burden, belonging to the Oregon Coal and Transportation Company, of
San Francisco, where she was constructed in 1885, and at the time of
her loss was valued by her owners at $100,000. She was commanded
by Captain Alfred Reed, a shipmaster of long experience, with the
reputation of being a thoroughly efficient sailor as well as an excellent
bar pilot—an exceedingly important qualification on the Pacific coast—
cool and self-possessed in time of danger. He was the last to leave the
wreck, and it is stated that all the survivors of the disaster spoke in
high terms of his seamanship and courage.

At ten minutes past 7 o’clock in the morning of the day of the disaster,
when the tide was ¢ about two hours flood,” the steamer, which lay at
anchor oft Empire City, got under way and proceeded seaward bound for
San Francisco, having on board seven passengers and a crew of twenty-
five men, including the officers, and laden with a cargo of 750 tons of coal
and 50 tons of general merchandise. A heavy sea was running on the
bar—one of the heaviest of the year—and the weather was hazy. The
vessel safely made her way down until she reached the vicinity of the
bar, where she encountered a powerful northerly current of such force
that she swerved to the north side of the channel, and, although the
helm was quickly put hard a-starboard and all steam crowded on, con-
tinued to swing around until she struck the submerged rocks of the
jetty with such force as to tear an ugly hole into her after compartment,
whereupon she immediately began to fill and sink by the stern.

The sea was so rough that great rollers instantly swept her decks,
carrying death and destruction with them. The after cabin, in which
were five of the seven passengers, was torn away in two or three
minutes, and, so far as known and as was generally believed, all these
persons perished in the crash. The strong rush of the current con-
tinued to force the disabled vessel along until she finally fetched up
nearly two hundred yards north of the jetty, where the whole hull sank
out of sight, within five minutes after she first struck the rocks, leaving
nothing visible except the masts.
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As soon as the captain felt that his ship was sinking he ordered the
boats cleared away, but she went down so quickly that there was only
sufficient time to launch two of them, and when they struck the water,
although the command was given ¢ Passepgers first!” a headlong rush
ensued. By the coolness and good judgmentof Captain Reed, however,
order was restored, and nine persons were taken into each of the two
boats before they were driven away from the wreck by the heavy seas.

The captain directed them to keep as near the vessel as possible,.
where they could, perhaps, pick up any persons who might be washed
overboard. Ten men now remained, clinging to the masts of the wreck,
among the number being the commanding officer, who refused to enter
either of the boats until after all the rest had been taken off and directed
the movements of the boats from his place in the rigging. Two of the
ten were holding onto the starboard shrouds, but as there were no
ratlines on that side they were very soon dashed overboard. Neither
of the boats was able to pick them up, and both perished. The eight
remaining consisted of Captain Reed, one passenger, and six members
of the steamer’s crew.

The first mate was in charge of boat No. 1, and handled her as well
as he could, keeping near the sunken vessel all the time, but she was
ultimately capsized, and, though speedily righted, was overturned again
before there was time to bail her out, and all her occupants were drowned
except the mate and two other men, who succeeded in swimming to boat
No. 2, and were taken into it, increasing the number of occupants to
twelve persons. This boat still continued near the submerged steamer
with the hope of taking off the remaining people, but Captain Reed, soon
perceiving that she could do no good there and was only exposing her
own company to further needless peril, ordered her to try to effect a
landing. The first mate now took charge,and fortunately proved equal
to his task, finally getting behind the jetty without mishap, where the
twelve persons were placed on shore at the Government works.

The position of those on the wreck was now perilous in the extreme.
When Captain Reed ordered the mate away to seek a landing, the ship
was left without a boat, and the waves were continually breaking over
the men in the rigging, threatening each minute to wrench away their
frail support and dash them into the sea. They had seen a hand car
with three men come out on the jetty and then return, so that when
the boat left them there was not a living being in sight from whom they
might expect assistance.

Soon after his ship first touched the rocks the master, being aware
of her extreme peril, blew his whistle, and repeated the blasts once or
twice during the two or three minutes that elapsed before his fires
were deluged and all steam power failed. Only a quarter of a mile
behind the Arago, and also bound down the bay, for the purpose of
inspecting the condition of the sea on the bar, was the tug Columbia,
of 132 tons burden, which heard and answered the signals of the
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A';'ago, and then quickly steamed back to the Government works, half-
way between the jetty and the life-saving station, where her master,
Captain Magee, informed the watchman that the Arago was in trouble
north of the end of the jetty, and requested him to notify the Cape
Arago life-saving crew.

As has already been stated, the weather was hazy, and the patrol
from the life-saving station could not see the jetty from any portion of
his beat. Neither he nor the watchman at the Government works nor
any other person, as far as the testimony shows, had seen either the
Arago or the Columbia pass down the bay, and Captain Reed testified
that he was not able to make out the life-saving station, although he
could indistinctly discern the shore line.

The life-saving patrol had been to the south key post, where he
neither saw nor heard any steamer or the fog signals of any, and was
on his way back to the station when, at about 8.15 o’clock, the Columbia
blew four short blasts, which indicated that a boat was wanted, and he
therefore made all haste to reach the station and notify the keeper.
Just as he arrived the tug blew again, this time not far from the sta-
tion, and Acting Keeper Haynes therefore gave orders to launch the
surfboat for the purpose of proceeding to the tug and learning the
reason for the signal. When the surfboat was about halfway out of
the station, however, surfman No. 4 ran down from the lookout tower
and said he could hear some one hallooing down in the vicinity of the
Government works. Hardly had he ceased speaking when the watch-
man from the works came running to the boathouse, shouting that the
Arago was north of the jetty in serious distress, and that the lifeboat
wasneeded. The acting keeper therefore ordered the lifeboat launched,
and in five minutes after the first alarm the crew were pulling with all
their power toward the scene of disaster. When they reached the
Government works, about one mile from the station, they were still
unable to see the steamer, and therefore the acting keeper and two
surfmen sprang to the jetty and jumped upon a hand car, which they
ran out at top speed to a point about two hundred and fifty yards from
the end of the works, where they hoped they would be able to learn
precisely how the Arago was situated and decide whether to use the
beach apparatus and effect a rescue from the end of the jetty. They
could perceive only a boat near the wreck filled with people, and a
cousiderable number of men clinging to the rigging; but realizing at
a glance the full significance of the situation and that the only aid
possible to be afforded must be by the use of a boat, they swiftly hur-
ried back to the lifeboat and again started down the bay. Not more
than five minutes had been consumed on the jetty, and they were well
spent, for the view of the conditions there obtained gave the acting
keeper a full understanding of the difficult and perilous enterprise that
lay before him. The wreck was still a mile and three-quarters away,
and although the surfmen drove their boat through the water with all
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the strength they could command, the powerful flood tide ran so
strong against them that their progress was much retarded.

During the time consumed by the movements thus described the
eight men were clinging to the shrouds of the Arago. Captain Reed
assured them that a tugboat was coming down the bay; that there was
a life-saving station near by, and that surely aid would soon arrive.
Suddenly the lifeboat did appear from behind the jetty, ¢ fairly flying,”
as Captain Reed afterwards expressed it, the crew stripped to their
waists, and every man pulling as if his own life were at stake.

The vicinity of the Arago was soon reached, but all around her was
a mass of dangerous wreck stuff—booms, spars, and timbers. The
swift current to the northward forced her steadily in that direction,
while the great combers rushed upon her from the westward. She
was, therefore, every moment in danger of broaching to, and in order
to hold her head to the sea, and at the same time to maintain a posi-
tion near the wreck, the crew were obliged to exert their utmost
strength and skill. To get to the foremast, which held eight men, was,
for the reasons stated, out of the question, but the keeper skillfully
edged his way up, foot by foot, as close as possible, until he was near
enough to throw a heaving line into the rigging. After several unsuec-
cessful attempts this was accomplished, but, as the keeper states, ¢ with
the utmost difficulty without wrecking the boat.”

As soon as the shipwrecked men got the heaving line, the keeper
bent to his end of it the lifeboat’s hawser, which was then hauled to
the wreck, and Captain Reed was directed to let a man make himself
fast to the hawser and jump overboard, when he would be hauled into
the lifeboat. This was done, and the hawser was then drawn out
to the wreck again by the sailors, and one after another the five were
rescued without injury, but the fifth was hardly safe in the life-
boat when there were indications that the tottering mast could not
long withstand the shack of the seas. The keeper therefore instructed
Captain Reed and the two remaining with him to secure themselves to
the heaving line a few feet apart from one another, the captain being
the last. They were then hanled through the breakers and lifted into
the lifeboat. In less than an hour after the life-saving crew rounded
the jetty on their outward trip their work was eomplete.

The life-saving crew and shipwrecked people numbering sixteen,
weighted the boat to such a degree as to require extraordinary caution
in handling her in the heavy sea. The calmer water of the lower bay
was soon reached, however, and the boat was taken in tow by the
Columbia, which had meantime returned to the neighborhood, and
dropped at the Government works, where the eight rescued people
were landed.

Thirteen persons out of thirty-two were drowned during the first few
minutes after the steamer struck, but every one on the wreck when the
life-saving crew arrived was saved by them, and the circumstances



40 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

indicate that had the ship’s entire company taken to the fore rigging
at the outset the life-savers would have rescued all. '

The heroic conduct of the life-saving crew is sufficiently attested by
the following letter of the master of the shipwrecked vessel:

SAN FRANcCISCO, CALIFORNIA, November 4, 1896.

DEAR SIr: I take pleasure in writing you a few lines regarding
the wreck of the steamer Arago, near Coos Bay jetty, on October 20,
1896, and the performance of the life-saving crew on that occasion, par-
ticularly of Captain Haynes, who was in command of the lifeboat.

I would state that when the lifeboat appeared inside of the jetty she
was making almost steamboat time, and that against a strong flood
tide, which convinced me that they were, and had been, from the time
they knew of our plight, doing all in their power for us.

After getting to the north side of the wreck—a job that required
great courage and skill on the part of Captain Haynes, and great
strength and endurance on the part of the crew, who, had they not
been well drilled, would, I believe, have been too mmuch exhausted by
the long pull they had from the station to the end of the jetty to have
performed it—several attempts were made to get us a line before it was
accomplished, every attempt at the peril of the lives of the entire life-
saving crew. After getting the line to us Captain Haynes instructed
us to haul in and bend the hawser onto one man at a time and have
him jump overboard, and they would haul him into the lifeboat. This
was done until there were three of us left. Then, as allindications were
that the mast would soon fall, Captain Haynes told me not to wait to
haul in the hawxer, but to bend the line we had around all three of us,
with a little space between us, and he would haul us all at once,
which we did. Thus Captain Haynes and his crew saved all who were
on the wreck when they got to it.

T must thank you for the lives of all of us that were rescued by the
United States life-saving crew, for I believe it was through your efforts
that the life saving station was changed from Cape Arago, from where
no lifeboat could have reached us that day or the next.

Yours, respectfully,
- A. REED,
Master Steamer Arago.
Major T. J. BLAKENEY,
Superintendent Twelfth District, U. 8. Life-Saving Service,
San Francisco, California.

Capsize of a crab-fishing boat.

The loss of one life resulted from the capsize of a crab-fishing boat
on the 1st of December, 1896, about one-fourth of a mile east of Point
Lobos, California, on the south side of the entrance to the Golden
Gate. The boat capsized close under the tall and almost perpendicular
clifft where the lookout tower of the life-saving station and also that of
the San Francisco Merchants’ Exchange Association are located. The
topography of the vicinity is such that the accident could not be seen
from the lookout tower. In order to enable surfmen on watch duty
there to survey the whole sea in front and also to observe the shore

line to advantage, the lookout is located in the most commanding
position, but the bluff is so high and its side is so nearly vertical that



UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 41

there is necessarily a space almost directly under it where the shore is
not visible. In order to see this place, a person must either be on the
beach below or on the very brink of the cliff above.

The capsize of December 1 occurred at one of these points, and its
discovery was entirely accidental, having been made by Mr. John
Hyslop, reporter for the Marine Association, who happened to be walk-
ing on the beach at the time, just about midday. Even he did not
witness the casualty, but became aware of it by seeing two men in the
edge of the surf and a crab-fishing boat swamped near by. One of
the men was carrying the other, who seemed to be nearly or wholly
helpless, out of the water.

In a few minutes Keeper Varney, who was notified of the casualty as
soon as possible, arrived from the station with a surfman, the rest of
the crew reaching the scene a little later with blankets, a stretcher,
and other things necessary for the restoration and conveyance of the
injured man. The keeper at once took charge of the patient, who had
shown no signs of returning consciousness after being taken from the
water, and proceeded with the usual methods employed to effect resus-
citation for fully an hour and a half, when the body grew rigid, and he
therefore gave up.

Bruises in various places showed that the man must have been terribly
hurt, and there was no doubt in the minds of those present that his
death resulted from the combined effects of the blows received from
the boat and from submersion in the water underneath it, which is said
to have lasted for the space of some four or five minutes. More com-
plete and precise information regarding the details of this casualty are
wanting, because of the fact that many of the men engaged in crab
fishing are unable to understand or make answer to any interrogatory
addressed to them in the English language, as was the case in this
instance.

The body of the unfortunate man, whose name was Pillipo Catalano,
was committed to the charge of the coroner, while the survivor, Nicola
Vent, proceeded to his home in San Francisco.

Capsize of a fishing boat.

Before daylight on the morning of December 7, 1896, an Italian surf
fisherman was drowned by the capsize of a fishing boat in the outer
breakers near Point Lobos, California, (Twelfth District), about one
mile south of the Golden Gate Park -Life-Saving Station. The craft
was manned by two persons, and had proceeded to the fishing ground
under sail, in a night of intense darkness, which still prevailed when
the casualty took place. Both men were Italians, unacquainted with
the English language, and very few facts regarding the circumstances
of the casualty could be obtained from the survivor, Vencensa Gegua.
Acting on information brought and crudely imparted by him, the life-
saving crew immediately proceeded to the beach, scattering themselves
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along the edge of the water to search for the missing man. They
traversed the shore for a distance of three miles south of the station,
but discovered no traces of the fisherman. Patrolman Heslop found
the fishing boat on the beach, upside down, and a sail and other articles
which he was sure must have been washed out of the boat. A careful
search, however, developed no signs of any shipwrecked persons in the
vicinity.

The circumstances attending the loss of life on this occasion were
such as to preclude aid from the life-saving crew.

Capsize of a yawl.

The mate of the steam yacht Reva was lost in the breakers on the
morning of the 19th of December, 1896, while attempting, in a small
boat, to cross the bar at Brazos de Santiago, the mouth of the Laguna
Madre, on the coast of Texas, under conditions that precluded the pos-
sibility of help from any human source in time to save his life.

The Reva was a steam yacht of 159 tons measurement, belonging in
New York, under command of Captain J. Nevins Key, and chartered
by Mr. Joseph Leiter, of Chicago. She was bound from Isabel, Texas, to
Tampico, Mexico, and at about half past 9 o’clock started from the
inside of the harbor to proceed out into the Gulf. The wind was mod-
erate from the northeast, a strong ebb tide was running, and the swell
making in from the Gulf meeting the swift outgoing current caused a
rough sea or “break” on the bar. The yacht crossed easily, however,
and, when past broken water, came to anchor.

During her passage out aclose watch was kept upon her movements
by the lookout at the Brazos Life-Saving Station, as is done in all cases
when vessels are entering or leaving the port, and Keeper Flynn also was
observing her carefully through his marine glasses. In a few moments
after she anchored he noticed one of the boats she carried leave her side
with several people in it, and head for the entrance of the harbor. As
sheapproached, a heavy swell met the boat and broke, instantly broach-
ing her to and overturning her.

Keeper Flynn immediately shouted to his crew, “ Launch the surf-
boat !” and in less than three minutes the boat was shoved across the
beach, sent afloat, and manned. The ebb tide was in her favor, and
she reached the scene of disaster in exceedingly quick time. George
W. Stow, the lighthouse keeper, who witnessed the whole transaction,
says in his testimnony, ¢ I never saw a boat go through the water as fast
as she did.” Captain P. C. Wertsch, who was also. a witness, testifies
to the same effect.

When alongside the capsized yawl, the life-saving crew found only
two persons present, Grover Smith, coast pilot, and Charles Oak, one of
the crew of the Reva, both of whom were clinging to the bottom of the
yawl. One it was ascertained, Robert Taylor, mate, of Brooklyn, New
York, was drowned, and the other two (there having been five in all)
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had been picked up by a dingey sent from the yacht, which lay close to
the place of the capsize. Pilot Smith and Seaman Oak were taken into
the surfboat and transferred to the yacht.

It appears that after the Reva crossed the bar her master decided to
dispense with the farther services of the pilot, and therefore brought the
yacht to anchor for the purpose of sending him ashore. The yawl was
lowered, and three of the crew, in charge of the mate, were ordered to
man it. Pilot Smith was himself aware of the danger of attempting to
cross the bar with boatmen inexperienced in the surf, and advised the
captain of the yacht to have his sailors put on lifebelts, but his sugges-
tion was met with ridicule. The yawl was a very light cedar boat, clinker

‘built. When the capsize occurred, the men easily sustained theinselves

by holding to the boat, oars, etc., but the mate was observed to let go of
his support, an oar, and sink out of sight. He went down so suddenly
that there was no time for help, even from his comrades or the yacht,
much less from the shore.

The Reva’s dingey, which was promptly lowered, took two of the
sailors to the yacht, and was returning for two more when the surfboat
arrived. The latter rescued and conveyed them to the yacht, and then
returned to pick up the yawl.

Keeper Flynn boarded the Reva and received instructions from Mr.
Leiter to search for the body and properly care for it in case it should
be recovered. It was never found. The yacht proceeded on her way
to Tampico.

Wreck of the schooner Calvin B. Orcutt.

As this disaster has been the subject of much misrepresentation and
discussion in the public prints, the circumstances attending the wreck
and the efforts made to rescue tlie crew are here given from the report
of the investigating officer, Lieutenant F. H. Newcomb, of the Revenue-
Cutter Service, assistant inspector, dated January 21, 1897:

The four-masted schooner Calvin B. Orcutt, of Manasquan, New Jersey, with a
crew consisting of nine men all told, sailed from Portland, Maine, without cargo, on

December 22, bound to Norfolk, Virginia. On December 23 a northeast blizzard,
accompanied by dense smothering clouds of snow and sleet, raged along the coast of

. Cape Cod. At about 3.30 p. m., during a temporary break in the storm, Jonathan

Eldredge, a North Chatham fisherman, while sheltered by the fish houses at Bevans
Point, Chatham Harbor, sighted a large four-masted schooner, apparently just com-
ing to anchor off the outside beach north of the barbor entrance. The vessel was
head to the wind, and for a few moments slowly dropped astern, as though a long
scope of chain was being veered. Then she was apparently brought up by her
anchors, and although nearly a mile and three-quarters distant from Eldredge, as
after events proved, he could see that she was pitching and straining fearfully in
the tremendous rollers driven in before the gale. The mizzen and two-reefed spanker
were the only sails set, the former being settled away while Eldredge was watching
her. He had only time to call the attention of two other fishermen in the vicinity
to the vessel when the snow again completely obscured the view in all directions.
Then they were joined by Fred W. Nickerson, jr., who had been at work in his fish
house all of the afternoon, and whom they informed of the position of the vessel.
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While they were talking another break or rift in the snow occurred, and Nickerson
had a momentary glimpse of the vessel’s masts, with the spanker set.

The news had spread rapidly and the little group in a short time increased to
eleven men, all hardy fishermen and boatmen. Nickerson was an old life-saver.
For five consecutive seasons he had served as the seventh surfman in the Chatham
Station. He knew that the schooner was in shoal water, and although she was not
then 8o near to the beach as they supposed, felt confident that she would eithexr
pound her bottom out before morning or drag onto the beach. It instantly occurred
to him that the entire crew was doomed to destruction with the vessel unless imme-
diate assistance was forthcoming. The vessel was within the territory of the Orleans
Station. By that time the afternoon patrolman had probably returned to the vicinity
of his station, over four miles to the northward, and it was hardly presumable that
he had been near enough to see the schooner when coming to anchor. Nickerson
proposed to his companions to launch an old pilot boat that lay on the shore and
make an attempt to row over to the beach. He volunteered, if they succeeded, to be"
the one to go up and inform the Orleans Station. ‘It may be the means,” he urged,
‘““of saving life. That vessel will be in ten thousand pieces before morning.” But
his entreaties met with no enconragement from the other fishermen. Theyresponded
with such half-hearted expressions as ‘‘There’s time enough to go in the morning.”
“She’s all right there,” and “If we get over there, we’ll have to stay all night, for
we can’t find our way back after dark in this snowstorm.”

Nickerson was thus forced to abandon his plan. By this time the snow had shut
in thicker than ever, if possible, and the gale, though canting slightly to the
northward, had not abated one jot of its original fury. After a short consultation
the party dispersed, mutually agreeing to meet again at half past 7 and make an
attempt to cross over to the outside beach if the gale had moderated. But Nicker-
son determined to get the news of the dangerous position of the schooner to the
Orleans life-savers without unavoidable loss of time, and started with a companion
for the telegraph office at Chatham, three miles distant. They arrived there about
6 o’clock and informed the operator, who immediately wired the signal observer
at Highland light, the nearest office connected with the telephone line to the Cape
Cod Life-Saving Stations. The telephone cable across Chatham Harbor, connecting
the Chatham and Orleans life-saving stations, had been broken and lost, under the
shifting sand bars of that locality, about two weeks previously, so that no communi-
cation could be had by that means.* The Highland light observer replied that
the telephone line was down between there and the Orleans Station. Then, as a
final resort, Nickerson bethought him that District Superintendent Sparrow’s office
at East Orleans was connected by telephone with the Orleans Station. At his sug-
gestion, the operator in the Orleans railroad depot, Miss Amelia Snow, was requested
to send a message with the news to the superintendent. She replied that she would
try to find some one to go. Meantime, Nickerson had telephoned the situation to
Keeper Doane of the Chatham Life-Saving Station, who was very particular to ask
for every known detail of the vessel’s position when last seen. Nickerson then
returned home to North Chatham, arriving a little before 8 o’clock. Believing that
it would be impossible to pull a boat over to the outside beach that night, and
meeting some of the party who said they were not going, he did not repair to the
rendezvous. Others of the party were there at the appointed time, but no attempt
was made to start.

Keeper Doane realized that it would be impossible for him to communicate with
the Orleans station. In his opinion, which is amply justified by the testimnony of
other witnesses, no human power could have prevailed in rowing a boat, the
only means he possessed of crossing over to the North Point in the face of that
blinding gale, with the addition of a strong head tide setting down and out of the

nlet. To have taken his boat and beach-apparatus to North Chatham, provided a

*The wreck occurred before a new cable could be manufactured and laid.
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sufficient number of horses could have been obtained to draw them, with the snow
heaped up in the roads in many places to the tops of the fences and then attempt to
transport them across to the outside beach would have consumed the greater part, if
not the whole of the night. When last seen the schooner was at anchor. The wind
had commenced to cant alongshore, and if she started to drag it was possible that
she might bring up on the south side of the inlet. In any event, it appeared neces-
sary to Keeper Doane to protect his-own beach. He cautioned his patrolmen to
maintain an extra sharp lookout alongshore, and if they saw any indications of a
wreck to report it to him at once.

At 10.40 p. m. the south patrol reported by telephone from the halfway house,
nearly two and one-fourth miles distant, that when about a mile below the station
he had discovered a vessel’s yawl boat in the surf. Keeper Doane rang up the north
patrol at the watchhouse on the south point of the inlet, who reported that he had
seen no indications of wreckage on hisbeat. Keeper Doane, providing himself with
a heaving line and stick and taking all hands at the station along, started down the
beach to the southward. When they had covered about half a mile they discovered
some light wreckage in the surf like bulwark stuff, five or six hatches, and a broken
quarterboard containing the letters ¢‘Calvin B. Or—.” Soon after, they met the
south patrol, who reported that the bow of the boat, nearly to the centerboard box,
was missing, and that he had seen no more wreck stuff along the beach. They then
returned to the station, arriving about midnight, and met the north patrol, who
reported that he had gone down on the bar at the extremity of the point at low water
and found a vessel’s hatch—nothing else. At 2 a. m. the north patrol reported that
some light wreckage was coming in by the point on the flood tide. By order of
Keeper Doane he took the marine glass and made a careful survey of the bars off the
inlet, endeavoring to discover the spars of the vessel. He stated that he could not
see far, and that there was nothing in sight. Nothing more of consequence hap-
pened during thenight. At 5 o’clock the Chatham life-savers repaired to the point.
Keeper Doane concluded that the schooner had stranded on Chatham bars, and
deemed it advisable to be in the vicinity at daylight.

In spite of all efforts the Orleans operator was unable to prevail upon any person
to carry the message to Superintendent’s Sparrow’s office until about 10 o’clock. A
livery-stable keeperin the vicinity declared that he would not send one of his horses
out in that storm for love or money. One young man offered to go for $5, but as no one
could be found to gnarantee the payment of the money he would not start. The local
expressman, who was awaiting the arrival of the down train (over two hours late on
account of the storm), said he would gladly go, but owing to the rush of business inci-
dent to the near approach of the Christmas holidays he would be obliged to wait until
after the train arrived. Finally Mr. Henry K. Cummings, a young merchant of
Orleans, hearing of the emergency, volunteered to take the message. He started on
foot, carrying a lantern, about 10 o’clock, arriving at the superintendent’s house about
11 o’clock, after a weary tramp through snowdrifts which were four feet high in
places. Uponreceipt of the intelligence Superintendent Sparrow immediately called
up Keeper Charles, of the Orleans Station, by telephone, and imparted the meager
particulars to him. ‘“This is rather a wild-goose chase,” he remarked; “we don’t
know where the vessel is, and don’t know that she is ashore.” Keeper Charles
replied that he would get ready and start with the beach apparatus as soon as the
two patrolmen came in. The superintendent then declared his intention of going
with him.

The gale still continued from the north-northeast and the snow was driving
furiously in a constant succession of heavy stifling squalls. An immense drift in
front of the boat-room doors was shoveled away and the beach cart taken around to
leeward of the station in order to attach the horse. At 12.20, when the patrol had
returned, Keeper Charles started with all seven of his surfmen, and the beach appa-
ratus drawn by the horse. They were obliged to take the inside road along the
marshes, as the tide was rising on the outside and a high surf was running up over
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the beach to the sand dunes in the rear. The snow was nearly knee deep, and the
previous inside high water—there are several hours’ difference between the inside
and outside tides—had overflowed the marsh’ and saturated the snow underneath,
causing it to repeatedly clog the wheels of the beach cart and seriously impede its
progress. The surfmen were strung out ahead at a right-angle with the advance, to
endeavor to pick out the road, shovel a track through the larger drifts, and tramp
the snow down for the passage of the cart wheels. In spite of all precautions they
lost their way several times in the thickest of the squalls, now straying far out
onto the marsh and then finding themselves up in the sand hills. When about
three miles south of the station, the squalls came less frequently and the sky lighted
up between them as though the moon was about to break through the clouds. At
intervals a surfinan was sent over to the outside to look for evidence of the schooner.
The horse now showed signs of exhaustion, and the surfmen assisted in drawing
the cart. Finally the vessel was discovered about four and a quarter miles south of
the station, and at 2.25 a. m. the cart was halted on the beach abreast of her.
She was then lying about six hundred yards offshore from high-water mark, as was
afterwards proved by actual measurement, with her head pointed to the northeast,
as though held up by the anchors. The four masts were standing and the hull was
submerged, with the decks awash. Between the rollers, which swept over her entire
length, the life-savers could plainly discern the gaffs and booms, with the lower
sails apparently snugly furled between them, except the spanker, which was two-
reefed and standing. First the torches on the cart were lighted to attract the
attention of the crew of the wreck, and then the life-savers carefully scanned the
masts and rigging for indications of life. The moon shown through breaks in the
clouds at intervals, when it would be almost as light as day, and the outlines of the
spars and rigging could be very plainly distinguished. Keeper Charles’s idea was
first to locate the crew, and then endeaver to throw a shot line in close proximity
to them. He was a long distance from the station, his base of supplies, and did not
think it prudent to subject any articles of the beach apparatus to risk of loss or
breakage without a definite purpose in view. Besides, it was now ebb tide, with a
reasonable prospect, judging by past experience of stranded vessels on this coast, of
the schooncr holding together until the next flood tide. The beach was flat and
gently sloping, and as the tide receded it enmabled him to constantly and rapidly
approach nearer to the wreck. In spite of closest scrutiny, no signs of the presence
of the crew or any shelter which they might have improvised could be discovered.
They thought they saw a flag of distress in the mizzen or spanker rigging, but were
not certain about it. Soon after they arrived an immense comber broke into themid-
dle of the spanker and split it from _boom to gaff. The horse had been sent over to
the old stable on the abandoned site of the Chatham Station in an almost exhausted
condition. Three surfmen remained by the cart to keep the torches burning and dig
a hole for the sand anchor, while the other three were detailed to search along the
surf to the southward for bodies of the crew and drift stuff from the wreck. The
keeper also walked down to leeward in order to thoroughly examine the vessel from
every point of view and to listen for cries from the crew. He immediately ébserved
" that the foremast had sagged out of line, and made up his mind that the vessel was
about to break up. Healso saw that she was drifting to the southward and working
inshore quiterapidly. He hurriedly started back for the cart, and when about half-
way the foremast slowly fell on the offshore side. At the same time he met Super-
intendent Sparrow, who turned back with him. By the time they reached the cart
the remaining masts had gone by the board with aterrible crash, Thesuperintendent
had observed a dark object in the port fore rigging, which might have been a flag
or a tarpaulin, but could discover no signs of life about it, even when the mast was
falling.
Superintendent Sparrow, after notifying Keeper Charles, had immediately dressed
and started down to accompany him. He called up five of his nearest neighbors,

requesting them to come along, and then kept on to the Orleans Station, arriving
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there at 1 o’clock. He found only the keeper’s wife present, the men all having left
with the beach apparatus some time previously. He waited a reasonable time for his
neighbors to overtake him, his intention being to man the station surfboat and pull
down on the inside. But they failed to put in an appearance, evidently nat caring
to venture out in the storm, so he started on foot alone after the life-savers, having

ATTIVGA at the scene just before the vessel commenced to break up. It appearsalmost
incredible that he made m_}ijmn_efzgr{:_ﬂWlee in the blinding snow alone and
unaided, and can only be accounted for by the fact that he was thoroughly acquainted
with every bit of the ground traversed, and that the wind was behind him. As it
was, the journey about used him up, and when I saw him he was still suffering
severely from its effects.

It was immediately decided that the wreck was by this time near enough to the
shore to be reached by the Lyle gun, and that it was imperative to shoot a line over
her; not that there was a reasonable hope of rescuing anyone from the wreck (for
it was not probable that human life could have sustained the shock of those terrible
seas constantly dashing over it), but because it had not been proved to be abso-
lutely impossible, and in order that all shadow of doubt upon the point should be
dispelled. The superintendent, keeper, and four surfmen—one had returned from
putting up the horse—laid hold of the-beach cart and attempted to draw it down
abreast of the wreck, which was still steadily drifting to leeward. They succeeded
in taking the cart down about sixty-five yards, when the snow and slush proved too
much of an impediment, and they could not budge it another inch, though joined
by the three surfmen who had been searching the beach to leeward, who reported
finding nothing on shore from the wreck except a piece of pin rail. The gun and
No. 4 shot-line box were taken from the cart and carried down nearly two hundred
yards until opposite the wreck. As soon as the gun could be made ready a shot was
fired with a 5-ounce charge of powder, landing the line over the forward end of the
hull, which was now breaking up and tearing apart rapidly. In attempting to haul
the shot on shore the line became jammed in the wreck and parted, losing the shot
and forty-nine yards of line. The length of shot line, when tautened rigidly from
high-water mark to the place where it parted, measured a little over four hundred
yards, which would be a fair estimate of the distance to the vessel when the shot
was fired. No attempt was made to fire another shot, as in the meantime the wreck
had separated in pieces large and small, which were washed in and distributed along
the beach to the southward. The life.savers hunted in and around the wreck stuff
until daylight, but found no bodies, living or dead, nor any indications of the pres-
ence of the crew.

The wreck stuff consisted of the spars, timbers, and outside planking, deck beams
and planks, a portion of the top of the cabin, the top gallant forecastle and upper
half of the bow with parts of the windlass still attached, and the stern in two large
pieces. The hawse-pipes were intact, but the chains had entirely disappeared.
None of the inside cabin work was found with the wreck stuff on the beach. Every-
thing seemed to indicate that the vessel had been entirely cleaned out inside before
the final break-up. Several of the cabin doors and other light woodwork were
picked up that morning in the cut-through below Chatham lights by the townspeo-
ple. It appears probable that they were carried in there by the flood tide during
the night between 8 p. m. and 2 a. m.

No other people put in an appearance at the scene of the wreck until daybreak,
when the first boat load came over from North Chatham. After that they kept
arriving from all directions. Keeper Doane and crew, from the Chatham Station,
arrived at the scene about 8 o’clock, after a hard pull in the old surfboat across the
inlet. After surveying the wreck stuff and finding that there was nothing that they
could do they returned to their station. The Orleans life-savers loaded their cart
and then conveyed the No. 7 surfman, one of whose legs had become disabled, over
to the barn and built a fire to make him comfortable, intending to send a horse to
carry him to the station later in the day. Returning to the beach they made out
the name and hailing port of the wreck on a piece of the stern, as follows: ‘Calvin
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B. Orcutt, Manasquan, N. J.” They started up the beach about 8 o’clock with the
horse attached to the apparatus cart, reaching their station about 9 o’clock. It was
then extreme low water and the beach was frozen hard and smooth, which made the
traveling good. The No. 7 man recovered sufficiently to make his way to the station
about half an hour after them. Superintendent Sparrow left the scene at 4.30 a. m.,
reaching home at 9.30, having walked the entire distance. The Orleans life-savers
patrolled their beaches faithfully for upward of a week in search of the bodies of
the crew of the Orcutt, but did not find any of them. Up to this date the bodies of
five of the entire crew of nine men have been picked up, as follows: On the 24th
ultimo, one seaman on the south point of the harbor entrance, and another seaman
on the outside beach a mile below the Chatham Station; on the 9th instant, the
engineer on the outside beach below the Chatham Station, and on the 17th instant,
the captain and a seaman on the outside beach near Monomoy light.

The names and nationalities of the unfortunate crew are given as follows: Cap-
tain, Edgar Pierce, of Manasquan, New Jersey; mate, Reuben Crowe, Sweden, 31
years old; steward, Lewis Clark, New Jersey, 67 years; engineer, Albert Dubblark,
Germany, 22 years; seamen, H. Nelson, Sweden, 26 years; Benjamin Salberg, Ice-
land, 26 years; Bernard O’Brien, Massachusetts, 25 years, and John Lund, Sweden,
26 years. There was said to have been another seaman, but I was unable to verify
the report. )

The wreckers found the boat davits with the falls rove and attached to the miss-
ing bow of the yawl boat, and a piece of the after rail, on the 3d instant, on the
end of the most northerly projection of the outer Chatham bars, in about twelve
feet of water, and securely held to the bottom. The distance is estimated at fully
one thousand yards from the shore, and it is supposed to be the place where the
schooner first came to anchor. I have not yet learned that the anchors and chains
have been located. .

In view of the foregoing facts, I respectfully submit the opinion that no blame
whatever should attach to the Life-Saving Service for the failure of its employees to
rescue the crew of the Orcuit.

It is clearly evident that the schooner did not come to anchor until about half
past 3 o’clock that afternoon. By that time the Orleans south patrol, whose watch
terminated at 4 o’clock, had undoubtedly returned to the vicinity of hisstation. That
he could have distinguished a vessel at sea, more than two miles distant, at any time
during his watch appears to be very improbable. Likewise that the same rift in the
snow, during which the schooner was sighted from North Chatham, extended as far
north as the Orleans station, or even to his position upon the beach at that time. That
fact would undoubtedly have been developed in taking the testimony of Fred. W.
Nickerson, jr., and Jonathan Eldredge. There is also no question but that the
snow was too dense and driving to admit of the vessel being discovered by the 4 to
8 p. m. Orleans patrol, or by the 8 p. m. to midnight patrol. The vessel must have
been too far offshore to be seen. The place where the boat davits and bow of the
boat were found prove that. If the vessel had been discovered by the Orleans life-
savers when she anchored it is not probable that any assistance could have been
rendered. The surf was too high to admit of the launching of a boat from the
beach, and the schooner was too far off to be reached by a shot from the Lyle gun,
had it been possible to locate her, which is extremely doubtful, after 4 o’clock, when
the snow shut in for good. How and when the crew lost their lives will probably
never be known. The theory of Captain Benjamin Mallowes, underwriters’ agent,
appears very probable. He thinks the schooner anchored right on top of the
extreme end of the North bar, and at low water, about 8 o’clock, she pounded
bottom and filled with water. Then the hatches washed away, and the inside of
the cabin, also the boat, and that the crew were washed overboard then and
drowned. If the crew had been on board, alive or dead, at the final break-up of the
hull, some of their bodies ought to have come on shore with the wreckage. Instead,
the five bodies found were all picked up south of the inlet, on the Chatham and
Monomoy beaches. It was also clearly impossible for the Chatham crew to have
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gone to the schooner’s assistance that night under any circumstances. I agree with

wmmmmmmmmnme United States had been
present that night on Orleans beach nothing could have been done toward saving
the Orcutt’s crew.

Wreck of the schooner Nahum Chapin.

One of the most deplorable disasters of the year, under such con-
ditions as to preclude all possibility of aid from three life-saving crews
assembled on the shore, took place on the morning of January 21, 1897,
about one mile southeast of Quogue, and between one-halt and three-
quarters of a mile east of the life-saving station of that name on the
coast of Long Island.

The vessel involved was the American three-masted schooner Nahum
Chapin, of 596 tons burden, manned by a crew of 9 men, including
officers, hailing from Rockland, Maine, and bound from Baltimore,
Maryland, to Boston, Massachusetts, laden with a cargo of bituminous
coal consigned to the West End Railway Company, of the latter city.

No information could be obtained regarding the circumstances of the
voyage, as none of the ship’s company survived, and therefore the con-
dition of the vessel, her prior experience, and the state of affairs on
board immediately preceding the disaster must necessarily be matters
of conjecture; and of the actual wreck only such details can be given
as were observed from the shore during forty or fifty minutes of day-
light, while the vessel was in the last stages of destruction. The facts,
however, that the weather was very thick during the night of the
stranding, and that the schooner st’ uck head on and under nearly full
sail, as was discovered after daylight broke, afford almost conclusive
evidence that the captain was unaware of her true position, and prob-
ably his first suspicion of peril was when she plunged head first onto
the bar.

Two or three minutes after Patrolman Carter, of the Quogue Station,
started out to make his patrol from 4 o’clock a. m. to sunrise, and just
a8 he reached the top of a little hill some fifty yards from the station
his eye caught the gleam of two or three lights to seaward, and, although
he could perceive nothing else, he had no doubt that they indicated
the presence of a vessel in distress on the bar. Instantly he went
back to the station and aroused his comrades. Then, returning to the
hilltop (the whole transaction probably consuming less than five min-
utes), he flashed his red Coston signal as a message to the shipwrecked
people, conveying information that they were discovered and assurance
that they would be rescued if possible.

While the life-saving crew were taking the beach apparatus out of
the boathouse, Keeper Herman telephoned to the Tiana and Potunk
stations, lying next adjacent to his on the east and west, respectively,
requesting the immediate presence of their crews, and then, with his
own men harnessed to the apparatus cart, set out for the beach abreast
of the flickering lights discovered by Patrolman Carter. The night

12359——4
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was pitch dark, the wind blowing a gale from the southeast, heavily
laden with sharp, sleety rain, and a tremendous sea pounding on the
shore sent the surf rolling close up to the sand dunes. At Block
Island, where the nearest station of the Urited States Weather Bureau
is located, a wind velocity of fifty-one miles an hou. was registered on
this date. Within something less than thirty minutes from the dis-
covery of the faint light in the vicinity of the bar the Quogue life-saving
crew stood on the beach with their apparatus ready for action. Only
one light could be seen, and the way in which the vessel lay as to the
shore line could not be determined, but the Lyle life-saving gun was
quickly placed in position, and its first shot carried a stout No. 9 shot
line. It fell short, or went clear of the vessel. The gun was fired
again, but without responsive sign from the wreck.

The crew of the Tiana Station arrived upon the scene at about 5
o’clock, and the gun was then fired once more, but still without any
evidence of success. Up to this moment not even the faintest glimpse
of the vessel had been obtained, and her size and rig and the number
of people on board, if any, were entirely unknown; but whatever she
was, the rapidly accumulating wreckage on the shore only too surely
revealed the fact that the seas were beginning to batter her into frag-
ments. About an hour must pass before daybreak, and in due time the
gun was again fired. As before, the line came home without strain,
showing that it had not landed on the wreck.

A few minutes before 6 o’clock the crew of the Potunk Station joined
the two crews already assembled, and at about 6.20 there was sufficient
daylight to make out the character and condition of the wreck. It was
then revealed that she was a three-masted schooner and still lay nearly,
if not quite, 500 yards from the beach, her three headsails and the
foresail, mainsail, and reefed spanker still standing, showing that her
fatal mishap was due to an error of reckoning. She was rolling with
great violence, and was so completely deluged by the waves that the
whole hull was practically submerged. The surfmen soon discovered
nine persons, who constituted the entire ship’s company, six being well
up in the fore rigging and three on the end of the jib-boom. So far none
had perished, and, notwithstanding the great distance, the life-saving
men were confident that if the vessel would only hold together for a single
hour, and the shipwrecked people be able to handle the life lines, all
could be rescued. After daylight appeared no time was lost in firing
the gun once more, a No. 4 line being used with a 5-ounce charge of
powder, and all hearts were glad when the shot was seen to fly over the
schooner and lay its line safely between the fore and main masts—prob-
ably as good a place as could possibly have been selected. But no man
made any attempt to secure it, and it soon chafed in two. Preparations
were now made to fire again with a 6-ounce charge and a No. 7 line. .
This shot landed its line fairly across the head stays, but, as in the
preceding instance, nobody moved to get it; the poor fellows evidently
could contribute no aid to any efforts in their behalf,
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Hardly was the last shot line laid on board when a lurch of the hulk
sent the masts reeling with such velocity that two of the six men in the
rigging lost their hold and tumbled headlong into the waves. At
almost the very next lunge the other four shared the same fate, and
scarcely had these disappeared when one more heave of the sea snapped
short off all three of the spars, which fell with a crash, carrying with
them the jib-boom and the three remaining men. Thus within the
space of hardly more than ten minutes was sealed the fate of the entire
crew, for it was plain that even the most powerful of swimmers could
not successfully contend with such a sea, among the spars, timbers,
and mass of tangled rigging that dashed about the remmnant of the
wreck, every single piece a dreadful instrument of death. The tragedy
culminated at 7 o’clock, only forty or fifty minutes after dawn, and in
fifteen minutes after the fall of the masts hardly a vestige of the shat-
tered hull could be seen above the hollows of the great green waves.
Practically, therefore, there was less than an hour in which it was pos
sible for the surfmen to do anything hefore the wreck lay in fragments
at their feet. The calamity was as swift as it was overwhelming.

When the masts went down, the life-saving crews (uickly scattered
along the shore, that they might be ready to effect a rescue if an oppor-
tunity should present itself. Alas, none came,

About 8.30 o’clock Eugene Seaman, a surf fisherman who had been
with the life-saving men on the beach, was returning to his fish-house,
and when about half a mile to the westward of the station discovered
in the edge of the surf the body of Ernest L. Arey, master of the
schooner. Mr. Seaman drew the body out of the water and began oper-
ations to restore animation. He was assisted by Surfmen David R.
Overton and Isaac Gildersleeve and Mr. Silas E. Jessup; but all their
efforts proved fruitless, and in about three-quarters of an hour the body
was carried to the station, where a coroner’s jury held an inquest on
the following morning. The remains were identified as those of the
captain by his brother, who subsequently moved the body to Malden,
Massachusetts. To the same place also was forwarded the body of the
mate, Alfred E. Davis, which was rescued from the surf at 8 a.m. the
following day. Three other bodies supposed to have come from this
wreck were recovered, but were in such a mutilated condition that they
could not be identified.

A few days after the disaster the following letter was received by
Lieutenant Failing, the investigating officer, from Mr. George E. Arey,
the captain’s brother:

BosTON, MASSACHUSETTS, January 26, 1897.

Lieutenant W. A. FAILING,
Patchogue, New York.

DEAR SIR: Iinclose alist of the crew of the schooner Nahum Chapin,
as it is in the records of the shipping commissioner in Boston, as you
requested.

I will take this time to say to you, as you are deeply interested in
the Life-Saving Service, that from my personal observations after my
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arrival at Quogue, and what I was able to learn of the conditions at
time of the wreck, I am fully convinced that everything possible was
done to save life by those connected with the service.

That my brother’s remains were in so good a condition has been a
great satisfaction and comfort to my mother and to his family, and for
your timely thoughtfulness 1 convey to you their great appreciation of
your kindness in the time of trouble, and with regards,

Yours, very truly,
GEORGE E. AREY.

Lieutenant Failing, of the Revenue-Cutter Service, who conducted
the inquiry, makes the following remark in his official report of the
circumstances: ¢ There never was a time from the discovery of the
vessel until she went all to pieces when any type of surfboat could have
put off through the breakers. This surely was an occasion when human
agency was powerless to save life.”

Capsize of a sailboat.

The sailboat Little George, of Pensacola, Florida, was capsized during
a squall in Santa Rosa Sound, Florida, on the afternoon of the 21st of
March, 1897, and all of the occupants were rescued except two women,
who, being unable to catch hold of the boat as they were thrown into
the water, seized each other in their fright, so that in their struggles to
keep afloat each was hampered by the desperate clutch of the other,
and in about one minute both went down and were drowned.

The boat was a small yawl, such as is used by the fishermen of Pen-
sacola, rigged with a jib and a sprit mainsail. She was first noticed
by the lookout as she passed the station wharf about half past 2 in
the afternoon, sailing near the beach on the inner or bay side of Santa
Rosa Island, bound in an easterly direction, and having on board eight
colored persons—four women, three men, and a boy.

The weather was fine and a light breeze was blowing from the south-
southeast. The surfmen were variously employed at or near the station,
and there being nothing in the appearance of the boat to attract atten-
tion no one took particular notice of her except the lookout in the
tower, as was his duty, and the keeper, who was standing in the door
of one of the station buildings. The boat kept on to the eastward, and
when about half a mile from the station made a landing, where the eight
persons went ashore and wandered across the island and along the
beach on the Gulf side. After a little while all returned, and the four
women, the boy, and one of the men embarked, leaving on the island
the two other men. The man and boy rowed the boat along near the
beach for a short distance, and then, disregarding the instructions of
the men left on shore, they set the mainsail and commenced to beat to
windward; but a few minutes later, as the squall came upon them,
squared off before the wind. During these proceedings the lookout
had followed the boat with his glasses. She had been making consider-
able speed and doing well enough before the squall reached her, but
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the first heavy gust that struck the sail capsized her. When the look-
out saw that she was likely to upset, he gave the usual alarm and ran
for the boathouse, while at the same moment the keeper loudly blew
his whistle—the well-understood signal for the crew to man the boat.

The boathouse is situated on the end of the wharf, about seven hun-
dred feet from the station, and by the time the keeper and lookout
reached there the rest of the crew had collected and were lowering the
surfboat into the water. In less than two minutes they were on their
way to the scene of the accident and very soon after were alongside the
capsized craft, where they found clinging to her bottom two women and
the man, the latter supporting the boy in his arms. These four persons
were at once taken into the surfboat, and the keeper, uponw 3 king
" inquiries, learned that two women had drowned, clasped in each other’s
arms, almost as soon as the boat capsized.

The water was about twenty feet deep where the disaster occurred,
and, after an unsuccessful search for the drowned women, the rescued
persons were carried to the station wharf and landed, while the surf-
boat was immediately sent back to make a further search and to pick
up the capsized yawl and its belongings.

The boy, a lad of fourteen years, having been unconscious when taken
into the boat, the life-savers made efforts to revive him while on the
way back to the wharf; thence he was taken to the station, stripped of
his wet clothing, and put in a warm bed, where by means of vigorous
rubbing and stimulants he was restored in about an hour. The others
were clad in dry clothing from the store supplied by the Women’s
National Relief Association, farnished with a good supper, and made
comfortable at the station for the night. The overturned boat was
towed to the wharf, where it was righted, bailed out, and put in trim
again.

During the greater part of the two days following the disaster the
bay was dragged in the vicinity of the place where the accident
occurred, but without success. On the afternoon of the 25th, however,
the bodies of the two women were found on the beach, about a mile
apart and some distance from the station. Their names were Lula
Greenhood, of Mobile, Alabama, and Julia Hasty, of Pensacola, Florida,
to which latter place the bodies were removed and turned over to the
coroner.

The names of the survivors were given as Ben Johnson, (George
Walker, Sallie Thomas, and Katie Johnson, all of Pensacola, Florida,
where they were taken in the station boat.

Some gentlemen, who were visiting the station and who observed the
movements of the crew on this occasion, stated that they had never
before conceived that men, called to duty by a sudden and unexpected
alarm, could act-so quickly and with such apparent unity of purpose.
“They disappeared into the boathouse, and in less time than it takes
to tell it, the boat was away,” are the words used by one of the wit-
nesses examined.
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Wreck of a dredge.

The last fatal casualty of the year, involving the loss of one life,
occurred on the night of May 1, 1897, just outside the piers at the
mouth of the harbor of Fairport, Ohio, on Lake Erie, Ninth District.

For some two weeks prior to the disaster a dredge, known as No. 8,
belonging to Messrs. L. P. & J. A. Smith, of Cleveland, Ohio, which
was her hailing port, had been engaged under a contract with the
United States in deepening the channel on the bar a short distance
from the ends of the piers, and on the afternoon of Saturday, the 1st of
May, had so nearly completed the dredging called for by the contract
that it was deemed advisable by the contractors to continue the day’s
labor until the work was finished.

A strong northwest wind had been blowing all the afternoon and the
sea had been making until it became so heavy that there was some
danger in operating the dredge. At about 8 o’clock, however, the tug
N. B. Gates took the last scow in tow for the dumping grounds and
steamed out, whereupon the master of the dredge proceeded to raise
her anchors and let her go adrift, with the expectation that the wind
would carry her between the piers and up the river, where he proposed
to lie over Sunday.

One large wave had boarded her before the tug left, while she was
rolling badly, and now as she was moving before the wind the captain,
although the weather was very dark and rainy, noticed that she passed
the usual entrance to the river and began swinging down, stern fore-
most, toward the light-house, whereupon he knew at once that she must
have immediate assistance and therefore blew a signal for the tug to
return. Dropping her tow, the Gates at once put back and took a
line from the dredge, which, her captain says, began to be swept fore
and aft the instant the tug took hold of her. Almost immediately,
observing that she commenced to settle, he ran around and raised the
dipper, and then, in order to be clear of the deck house should it be
washed away, made for the stern with all of his crew except the second
engineer and one deck hand, who climbed the crane and jumped safely
to the pier as the dredge listed that way. By this time the towline of
the tug got tangled in her wheel. Thereupon she blew a distress whistle
and the dredge joined in as long as she could with an almost continu-
ous wail of short and urgent blasts. While these incidents were
occurring, the lookout at the life-saving station, Surfman Hovey, was
carefully watching the movements of the lights to seaward, which were
the only objects he could make out in the intense darkness. He states
that the tug seemed to be about halfway to the dumping ground when
the dredge blew for her, and he saw by her running lights that she had
put about and was returning toward the harbor. The dredge, which
seemed to be jumping and rolling sharply, blew again, and then he told
Keeper Babcock of the apparent confusion, and suggested that there
might perhaps be something wrong. *
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The keeper himself went to the dock in front of the station to ascer-
tain what was going on, but was scarcely there when the first distress
signal mentioned above was sounded. He instantly called all hands
and launched the surfboat from the incline in front of the boat room.
Hardly, however, was the boat in the water before the signal was
repeated, satisfying the life-saving men not only that there was need of
help, but, from the apparent urgency of the call, that events were
taking place with great rapidity, and perhaps the summons had been
too long delayed. The surfboat reached the scene of disaster within
from five to eight minutes after the first signal of distress. The
dredge was already on the bottom and entirely under water except
about half the height of the upper cabin. She had a complement of
10 men all told, but the night was so dark that none of them could
be seen, and the conditions surrounding her were so complicated as
to render the work of the life-saving crew both difficult and danger-
ous. She was lying headed toward the river while the men were on the
stern, and the tug Gates was fast to her and disabled (as was after-
wards learned) by the towline in her propeller which was across the way
the keeper wished to go. He was therefore about to pull around the
tug to the lee side of the dredge, but that way was almost immediately
blocked by the tug Annie, which had followed the surfboat in answer
to the signals of distress, nearly running her down, and was now so close
aboard as to endanger the life-saving crew. The shipwrecked men,
standing waist deep in the water and scarcely able to keep their footing,
were calling loudly for succor, and as there was not a moment to be
lost the keeper was compelled to sheer to the westward and reach the
dredge nearly bow on between the tug Gates and the west pier. Although
the men were only a few feet away, they were not even then visible, but
some one shouted, ‘“ Come ahead, the men are here,” and following this
information the boat was forced so close that six of them were soon pulled
into it and quickly taken to the pier. Hawsers, lines, gratings, and all
sorts of wreck stuff were being tossed furiously about in all directions,
and much skill and good boatmanship were required to safely conduct
the maneuvers. Shouts from the wreck were again heard and the surf-
boat at once put back to her, being obliged, since there was not room
to pass between her and the tug, to go on the other side. The man
making the outcry proved to be the Government inspector, Mr. M. J.
Lowman, who was lying in his bunk in the upper cabin when the dredge
went down, and did not know of the situation until he felt his support
sinking beneath him, when he forced open his door and stepped out on
deck into water nearly waist deep.

The surfboat was prevented from getting close alongside by a boom,
or some other large piece of timber, and much wreckage, so that when
as near as it was possible to get, a line was thrown to Mr. Lowman,
with instructions that he make it fast about him and jump overboard,
when he would be nauled into the surfboat. He says that he could
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not see the line, but felt it fall across his shoulders, and, immediately
seizing it, leaped into the darkness in the direction of the voices. ~He
was able to hold on to the line and was drawn into the boat quickly
without much difficulty.

When the six men first rescued were being landed, the keeper had
inquired whether they were all, and was informed that two had reached
the pier by the crane, while one had been drowned, and one, Mr. .ow -
man, was still upon the wreck. The keeper then directed his efforts to
the rescue of Mr. Lowman. When that was accomplished he returned
~ again to the vicinity of the dredge and sought for any signs that might
be discoverable of the lost man, but there were none. The next day
some of the life-saving crew dragged for the body and some went down
the east beach to search for it. The following day, also, dragging was
continued, but the body has never been recovered.

After the search for the missing man was given up, the life-saving
crew ran lines from the disabled tug Gates, and from the Annie, which
had also fouled her propeller and was helpless, to the pier, and when
all was made fast, returned to the station. The rescued men were
there provided with food and furnished with dry clothing from the stores
of the Women’s National Relief Association. The master of the dredge
and his crew were later in the evening taken across the river to a .
boarding house, while Mr. Lowman, being very much exhausted, was
made comfortable for the night at the station.

The person lost was a young man named Frank Keefe, employed as
a watchman on board the dredge. Some of his comrades state that he
was washed off almost as soon as the seas began to board the dredge,
and as he was heavily clad and did not know how to swim, they have
no doubt that he perished almost instantly. Some say that he jumped

into the water. He could not be seen, and all the circumstances show
that he was beyond all possible aid from the very moment he went

overboard.

THE WOMEN’S NATIONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION.

The supplies of clothing furnished annually to the stations since 1880
for the use of shipwrecked persons have been liberally continued dur-
ing the past year by the Women’s National Relief Association, and
have, as usual, done much to relieve the discomfort and distress inci-
dent to marine disasters. Those who have come drenched, half-frozen,
bruised, and in many cases unconscious from wrecks, and have experi-
enced the timely relief such stores afford, can most fully appreciate the
inestimable benevolence which renders them available.

‘Within the period covered by this report eighty instances occurred
in which articles supplied by the association were furnished to those
in need, as follows:

To a distressed mariner succored at the Cold Spring Station, coast of
New Jersey, July 1, 1896; a boy rescued from drowning at the Racine
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Station, Lake Michigan, July 2, 1896; three men from the stranded
barge C. R. R. of N. J. No. 6, at the Shinnecock Station, coast of New
York, July 4, 1896; the crew of the sloop Annie, at the Santa Rosa
Station, coast of Florida, July 7, 1896; two men rescued from a cap-
sized skiff, at the Old Chicago Station, Lake Michigan, July 8, 1896; a
man rescued from a capsized yacht, at the Cleveland Station, Lake
Erie, July 9, 1896; three men from a capsized sailboat near the Racine
Station, Lake Michigan, July 18, 1896; two fishermen in distress near
the Orleans Station, coast of Massacbusetts, July 22, 1896; a man
injured by fall from a boat chute near the Charlotte Station, Lake
Ontario, July 27, 1896; the mate of the schooner Welcome E. Beebe,
at the Cahoons Hollow Station, coast of Massachusetts, August 5,
1896; four men from the capsized schooner Emeline near the Baileys
Harbor Station, Lake Michigan, August 8, 1896; two men and a
woman from a skiff swamped near the Fort Point Station, coast of
California, August 8, 1896; a man rescued from drowning near the
Charlotte Station, Lake Ontario, August 13, 1896; the crew of a sloop
near the Gurnet Station, coast of Massachusetts, August 18,1896; a
man, a woman, and a child from a capsized catboat, at the Eatons Neck
Station, coast of New York, August 19, 1896; two men from a capsized
. catboat, at the Duluth Station, Lake Superior, August 22, 1896; a
body washed ashore near the Pointe aux Barques Station, Lake Huron,
August 23, 1896; the crew of the schooner Phineas S. Marsh, at the
Two Heart River Station, Lake Superior, August 26, 1896; two men
from the gas launch Cracker Jack, near the Duluth Station, Lake Supe-
rior, August 29,1896; two men from a capsized fish boat near the Grand
Haven Station, Lake Michigan, August 29, 1896; a surfman sailing a
surfboat from the Grand Haven to the Baileys Harbor Station, at the
Plum Island Station, Lake Michigan, September 2, 1896; two men
from a capsized rowboat near the Grande Pointe au Sable Station,
Lake Michigan, September 6, 1896; the crew of the schooner Helen F.,
Whittin, at the Brentons Point Station, coast of Rhode Island, Sep-
tember 9, 1896; a man rescued from a capsized boat near the Sullivans
Island Station, coast of South Carolina, September 9, 1896; the seven
survivors from the wrecked Italian bark Monte Tabor, at the Peaked
Hill Bars Station, coast of Massachusetts, September 14, 1896; the
crew of the schooner Fantee, at the Cuttyhunk Station, coast of
Massachusetts, -September 19, 1896; the crew of the steamer Fredk
de_Barry, at the Kitty Hawk Station, coast.of North Carolina,
September 23, 1896; eight men from a capsized boat near the

tty Hawk Station, coast of North Carolina, September 24, 1896;
a body found on the beach near the Whales Head Station, coast
of North Carolina, September 29, 1896; a seaman from the schooner
H. D. Root, at the Ottawa Point Station, Lake Huron, September
30, 1896; three men from a capsized fish boat near the Green Run
lnlet Station, coast of Maryland, October 5, 1896; two boys from
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the sloop Alice, at the Sullivans Island Station, coast of South Caro-
lina, October 9, 1896; the crew of the schooner Luther A. Roby, at the
Oape Henlopen Station, coast of Delaware, October 11, 1896; the crew
of the schooner E. 8. Newman, at the Pea Island Station, coast of North
Carolina, October 11, 1896; a man from the sloop Hercules, at the Ve-
lasco Station, coast of Texas, October 17,1896; the crew of the schooner
C. L. Young, at the Buffalo Station, Lake Erie, November 5, 1896; a
man rescued from drowning near the Chicago Station, Lake Michigan,
November 5, 1896; one of the crew of the schooner Waukesha, at the
Muskegon Station, Lake Michigan, November 7, 1896; three men from
a capsized sailboat near the Atlantic City Station, coast of New Jersey,
November 8, 1896; the crew of the schooner Brenton, at the Cleveland
Station, Lake Erie, November 13,1896; the crew of the tug L. B. John-
son, at the Old Chicago Station, Lake Michigan, November 13, 1896;
two men who fell from a pier near the Old Chicago Station, Lake Mich-
igan, November 18, 1896; part of the crew of the steamer B. W. Arnold,
at the Ship Canal Station, Lake Superior, November 21, 1896; a man
rescued from a capsized skiff near the Coney Island Station, coast of New
York, December 5, 1896; a man from a fish boat, at the Golden Gate
Park Station, coast of California, December 7, 1896; the crew of the
British schooner Ulrica, at the Point Allerton Station, coast of Massa-
chusetts, December 16, 1896; the crew of the schooner Puritan, at the
Fourth Cliff Station, coast of Massachusetts, December 16, 1896; three
men from the sailboat Anna Laura, at the Chicamacomico Station,
coast of North Carolina, December 16, 1896; the crew of the British
steamer Kildonan, at the False Cape Station, coast of Virginia, De-
cember 17, 1896; a man from the naphtha launch Stella, at the Jupiter
Inlet Station, coast of Florida, January 8, 1897; a man whose clothing
was drenched while extricating his team from a washout near the Ve-
lasco Station, coast of Texas, January 27, 1897; two men from the
schooner Biscayne, at the Bethel Creek Station, coast of Florida, Jan-
uary 31, 1897; four persons rescued from the capsized yawl Little
George, at the Santa Rosa Station, coast of Florida, March 21, 1897;
the crew of the schooner Emily E. Johnson, at the Monmouth Beach
Station, coast of New Jersey, March 24, 1897; two men from the sloop
Mary Jane, at the Wachapreague Station, coast of Virginia, March 25,
1897; two men from the steamer Josie Davidson, at the Old Chicago
Station, Lake Michigan, April 1,1897; the crew of the schooner Bonita,
at the Gurnet Station, coast of Massachusetts, April 9, 1897; the crew
of the schooner Contest, at the Kenosha Station, Lake Michigan, April
16, 1897; the crew of the schooner Charles N. Ryan, at the Ludington
Station, Lake Michigan, April 18, 1897; part of the crew of the schooner
James Ponder, at the Cobb Island Station, coast of Virginia, April 20,
1897; a man rescued from drowning near the Cleveland Station, Lake
Erie, April 24, 1897; the crew of the schooner Wollin, at the Sheboygan
Station, Lake Michigan, April 29, 1897; the crew of the schooner Look-
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out, at the Two Rivers Station, Lake Michigan, April 29, 1897; a man
from a fish boat, at the Point Adams Station, coast of Oregon, April
30, 1897; the crew of the schooner E. F. C. Young, at the Spermaceti
Cove Station, coast of New Jersey, May 1, 1897; the crew of dredge
No. 8, at the Fairport Station, Lake Erie, May 1, 1897; a man from the
schooner Robert Dority, at the Davis Neck Station, coast of Massachu-
setts, May 2, 1897; a fisherman who fell overboard near the Grand
Haven Station, Lake Michigan, May 4, 1897; the crew of the ship
Francis, at the Little Egg Station, coast of New Jersey, May 8, 1897;
the crew of the sloop Uno, at the Point Allerton Station, coast of Mas-
sachusetts, May 13,1897; a fisherman who had fallen from his skiff near
the Grand Haven Station, Lake Michigan, May 26, 1897; a man who
fell from the pier near the Erie Station, Lake Erie, May 29, 1897; two
men rescued from a capsized fish boat near the Point Adams Station,
coast of Oregon, June 2, 1897; a man rescued from drowning near the
Old Chicago Station, Lake Michigan, June 8, 1897; part of the crew
of the British schooner A. G. Heisler, at the Cahoons Hollow Station,
coast of Massachusetts, June 10, 1897; five men and a woman from the
British schooner Walter Miller, at the Orleans Station, coast of Massa-
chusetts, June 10, 1897; a man who fell from a pier near the Charlotte
Station, Lake Ontario, June 20,1897; a woman who had fallen into the
lake near the Charlotte Station, Lake Ontario, June 22,1897; the body
of a boy drowned near the Old Chicago Station, Lake Michigan, June
23, 1897; a man who fell out of a skiff near the City Point Station,
coast of Massachusetts, June 27, 1897.

ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW STATIONS.

Three new stations, located respectively at City Point, Boston Har-
bor (floating station), Wood End, Massachusetts, and Rocky Point,
Long Island, New York, were put into commission during the year, and
contracts were made for building five new stations, located respectively
at Damariscove Island, Maine; Salisbury Beach, and Old Harbor near
Chatham Beach, Massachussetts; Isle of Wight, north of Ocean City,
Maryland; and Petersons Point, Grays Harbor, Washington. These
will probably be completed during the present fiscal year.

REPAIR, IMPROVEMENT, AND REBUILDING OF OLD STATIONS.

Four old, inadequate stations, located respectively at Little Beach,
Cape May, and Absecon, New Jersey, and Cape Disappointment,
Washington, were rebuilt, as was also the station located at Muskeget,
Massachusetts, which was destroyed by fire some years ago, the crew,
meantime, having been quartered in a rented building; extensive re-
pairs and improvements were made to several stations in the Sixth
and Eleventh districts, and four stations, located respectively at Dam
Neck Mills and False Cape, Virginia, and Oregon Inlet and Caffeys
Inlet, North Carolina, are now in process of reconstruction.
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SERVICES OF LIFE-SAVING CREWS.,

[Abbreviations used in this statement: b%; (brig), bk. (bark), bkn. (barkentine), sc. (schooner), shp.

(ship), slp.

tr. (st U

(yacht), Am. (American), Br. (British), Fr. (French),

loop), st. (st ), str.
Ger. (German).ft. (Italian), Mex. (Mexican), Nor. (Norwegian), Swed. (Swedish). ]

Date.

Name and
nationality of vessel.

Station and locality.

Nature of casualty and service rendered.

1896.

July 1

July 1

July 2

July 2

Sloop; no name.....

Am.str.Joe ........

Am.sc.Joseph Oakes

Frankfort, Michigan,
Lake Michigan.

Grand Haven, Michigan,
Lake Michigan.

Cuttyhunk, Massachu-
setts.

Erie, Pennsylvania, Lake
rie.

At6.15 p. m., the lookout having reported
that two men were experiencing dithi-
culty in an attempt to launch a stranded
sloop about 1 mile north of the station,
the crew went to their assistance in the
surfboat, finding on reaching the spot
that the men had left, abandoning the
g‘roject on account of the high surf.

he life-savers launched the boat, towed
her to the station, and delivered her to
the owners the following morning.

Just atter leaving the port the hand-hole
glato of the boiler blew out, whereupon

he vessel attempted to return inside
the harbor, but stranded on the bar at
the mouth of the channel entrance.
The life-saving crew went to her assist-
ance, hove her off the sands, towed her
up abreast the station, and secured her
alongside the pier. Later onloaned her
crew the station force pump and 50 feet
of hose to use in filling the boiler, re-
pairs having been effected.

Stranded at 7 %m.. during a dense fog, off
the Sow and Pigs Reef, about 1 mile from
the western end of the island, the keeper
being informed of the disaster by tele-
phone from the light-station, where rock-
ets sent up from the distressed schooner
had been seen. As it was the inactive
season, he proceeded to the village to en-
list the services of a volunteer crew, and
in order to save time by not returnin
to the station procured there the use of
the surfboat and dory belonging to the
Massachusetts Humane Society, and
boarded the schooner at9.30p. m.” There
was no probability of floating the craft
without proper wrecking gear, and there-
fore her master decided to go ashore and
make arrangements to that end. So his
own boat was lowered and he and crew
of four men, together with their effects,
were towed ashore by thesurfmen, where
theyremainedatthe lighthouse, as being
nearer their vessel. On the following
day the schooner bilged, and wreckers
began the work of stripping her, while
the crew were taken to the life-saving

tation, assisted to get free p home,
given a meal by the keeper, and at 2 p. m.
set on board the steamer bound for New
Bedford.

‘While two youths were pulling along the
face of the docks their boat was run
down Bl? a steam scow which suddenly
emerged from a slip unnoticed. At this
time two of the surfmen were returning
to the station from an errand to the city
in their small boat, when, observing the
accident, the.mmulled in front of the scow
at considerable risk and dragged the
boys out of their craft, which was par-
tially full of water, into the station boat.
The rowboat was picked up when the
8COW swrped, towed to the station, and
eventually returned to herowners. The
young men were taken across the chan-
nel, from whence they walked to Erie.

63




64 UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE.

Services of crews—Continued.

Na Station and locality. Nature of casualty and service rendered.

me and
Date. |, ationality of vessel.

1896.
July 2| Skiff; no name...... Louisville, Kentucky..... At 6.30 a. m. the surfman on lookout Ve
the alarm that a skiff containing three
men was in danger above the cross dam
of the falls. The keeper and three of
his crew immediately hastened to their
aid in one of the station boats, but de-
spite theirwarning cries the men headed
directly for the falls and attempted to
jumpthem. The boat wentover and was
dashed to pieces below the dam, but her
occupants sustained themselves afloat
until the life-savers went through the
Indiana chute and, coming up below
the dam, rescued them when much ex-
hausted and took them to the station,
where they were provided with a change
of clothing and harbored until their own
agpatel was dried, when they proceeded
afoot on their way down the river. The
{trompt action and good {ud ent of
he life-saving crew undou ly saved
these lives.
Duluth, Minnesota, Lake | Stranded during a thick fog on the old
Saperior. submerged breakwater north of the en-
trance to the canal. When the weather
cleared at 7 a. m. and her position was
discovered the life-saving crew went at
once to her aid, but found that nothing
could be done to relieve her without the
services of tugs. About 11 a.m., sev-
eral towboats being ready to make an
attempt to pull her off, the surfmen
asgisted to run and handle lines and
stood by in case their services should be
further required until she was success-
fully floated.
Racine, Wisconsin, Lake | The keeper sent one of the surfmen to
Michigan. pilot this vessel into the harbor when
she was about to enter so heavily laden
that any deviation from the fairway
would have resulted in her stranding.
July 3| Am. sc. Edward L. | White Head, Maine....... When beating out of Seal Harbor, on the
‘Warren. ebb tide, stranded on Long Ledge. The
keeper having gathered a crew went to
her assistance, finding her hard and fast
on the rocks and in danger of keeling
over as the water receded; made a
hawser fast around a large bowlder and
set it taut by masth tackles, thus
obviating this danger, and as the flood
made a kedge was run out, but being too
light came home when a strain was
brought on it. The keeper therefore
returned to the station and brought the
surfboat to the scene, with which one
of the sch ’s largest anchors was
planted in deep water, and the vessel
successfully floated at high tide. She
was then piloted to a safe anchorage in
the harbor.
July 3 | Catboat Hector ..... Brant Rock, Massachu- | A catboat belonging toaresidentof Green
setts. Harbor was, at the request of the owner,
transferred from its anchorage in a dan-
erous place to a sate berth in the har-

July 2| Am.tng L.L. Lyons

July 2| Am. str. Argonaut..

or.

July 3| Am. sc. Diamond | Cape May, New Jersey....| Parted her cable at her anchorage off Cape

State. May City and came ashore, her one oc-

cupant beiniunable to prevent the dis-

aster. The keeper (inactive season) as-

sembled a crew of four surfmen, and

went to her assistance in his small boat.
Found the vessel bilged and fast goin,
to pieces, but aided to save her sails an

running rigging, all that coald beaccom-

plished.
July 3 | Skiff; noname..... .| White River, Michigan, | This boat was being carried by the cur-
Lake Michigan. rent out into the lake, about 9 p. m., her

occupant, who was attempting to cross
the channel, being a poor oarsman. His
cries attracted the attention of the look-
out, who launched a small boat, went
to his assistance, and towed the skiff
ashore.
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Services of crews—Continued.

Date.

Name and
nationality of vessel.

Station and locality.

Nature of casualty and service rendered,

1896.
July 3

July 3

July 4

July 4

Fish boat; noname.

Am. sc. C. R. R. of
N.J.,No.6.

Cat yt. Ellen........

Point Adams, Oregon.....

Shinnecock, New Jersey..

Cleveland,Ohio, Lake Erie.

12359——5

Got dangerously near the breakers on
Clatsop Slxl)itijnut outside the end of the
Jjetty. The life-saving crew, who were
near by in the surfboat, backed down
and, heaving a line aboard, towed the
imlrerﬂed craft into safe water.

While the life-saving crew were out in
the surfboat, watching the movements
of the fishing fieet near Clatsop Spit, one
of these craft Eot. into the breakers. A
line was quickly thrown to her occu-
pants by the life-savers, but, finding
the current too strong for them to tow
the boat out, they pulled across the spit
to the south side, picked up the craft,
which had been carried over by the
seas, helpless through the loss of her
oars, and towed her clear of the shoal.

A tow, isting of the st Notting-
ham and three coal-laden ba?es, Nos.
8,and 9, of the C. R. R. of N.J,, strand

at 11.45 p. m., July 3, 1} miles WSW.
of this atation, during thick weather,
the steamer succeeding, however, in
shortly releaairllf herself and barge
No. 9. The following morning, when
the fog lifted, the keeper discovered
the situation of Nos.6 and 8, and hav-
ing telephoned to the keeper of Tiana
Station for assistance and bled
crew, went to the aid of the distressed
vessels. No. 8 having broken in two,
her crew had abandoned her and gone
aboard the tug, so the efforts of the life-
savers were directed to running lines
between No. 6 and the steamer, but she
‘was not able to float the barge. At sun-
down work ceased and the keepers, hav-
ing warned all hands against remainin,
on the craft during the night, return
to their stations. 1y on the momh;ﬁ
of July 5 it was observed that No.6 h
driven over the outer bar and lay in a
dangerous position; that her crew had
not left her, as cautioned to do, and were
now displaying a distress signal, the
weather having become bad, witha high
surf running. Tiana, Quogue, and
Sou pton stations at once responded
tosummons made by telephonefor assist-
ance, and the keepers at the two points
first named having horses, brought the
Tiana beach apparatus, which was set
up, and the captain and crew of two men
‘were landed from the barge. They were
taken to the station and provided with
stimulants and dry clothing, the crew
being maintained for two days, and the
master until the 11th, while wreckers
were at work on the barge, the keeper
assisting as far as possible and watching
the movements of boats plying from the
atranded vessel to the shore. She was
finally floated by the Chap Wreok-
ing Company and towed to Providence
on the 12thinst. (See letter of acknowl-
ed%ement.)

Capsized at 1.30 p. m., near the east end of
the breakwater, her occupants, three
{ouths, being assisted from the water

y parties enfn ed in fishing. On the
occurrence of the disaster the life.
saving crew proceeded to the scene in
the surfboat, their movements being
expedited by a kindly tow from the
mouth of the river by the tug Pinola,
The surfmen righted the yacht, bailed
her out, and towed her to the station, tak-
ing the boxs with them, who returned
thence to their homes. The owner was
notified of the whereabouts of the Ellen,
and subsequently he took her away.
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Services of orews—Continued.

" Date. | onli:i?; :r"me ' Station and locality. ! Nature of casualty and service rendered.
Jaiy4 | Sip. yt. Pilot | South Ch m u,'w th parted and sl

p. yt. Pilot........ ut] icago, ino eather ri g an oop was

v | Lake Michigan. i dismasted in a fresh breeze, 1 mile NE.

of this point. The life-saving crew
went to her assistance, and having
towed her to the station, effected such
repairs as enabled her to proceed on

i

" her way.
July 4 | St.launchIrene..... Milwaukee, Wisconsin, At 5 p. 1’;: the lookout reported a small
Lake Michigan. steam launch, close to the breakers, §

mile north of the station, apparently in
.. distress. The surfboat speedily went
to the aid of the launch, whose engine
' was disabled, getting a line a of
her just in time to clear her of the surf,
and after a hard pull managed to get her

July 4| Am.slp. S d Capaizid domring ohe gress of tta
y m. slp. Saucer ....|..... 0 ceeneeieanemaaanns psi uring the pro, of a re|
8 miles NE. o}the station, while a dense

fo%dprevailed, her occupants beinﬁ Tes-
cued by oneof her consorts. Two hours
later, when news of the disaster was re-
ceived, the life-saving crew %V

the wreck in tow of the tug1 elcome,
and having got a line to the sloop towed
her into the harbor in a badly damaged
condition and delivered her toherowners.

July 4| Am.str. Brazil ..... Sheboygan, Wisconsin, | While deeply laden and uttempting to en-
Lake Michigan. ter this grt in a fog, stranded at 10 a. m.
on the bar near the end of the south

ier. The life-saving crew ran

ipes from the vessel to the north pier,
and put eight laborers on board to assist
in dmh%ng her cargo into a steam
b‘rbge. en the steamer was floated
at 5 p. m., through the services of two
tugs and her own efforts, the surfmen,
who had stood by meanwhile to render
sasiltance, landed the party of steve-
ores.

July 4 | Fishboat; noname.| Point Adams, Oregon..... ‘While the life-saving crew were lying off
Clatsop Spit, keeping watch on the fish-
ing tleet, one of the fish boats, containing
two men, drifted into the breakers. The
surfroen at once pulled to her assistance,
hove a line aboard hefore she got into
the worst of the rollers, and by strenu-
ous efforts extricated the craft from her
dangerous situation.

July 5 | Am.slp.Francis....| Sandy Hook, New Jersey.| Stranded near the Government wharf.
Surfman in charge of the station (in-
active season) went to her assistance,
repaired her sail, which was badly torn,
and aided her crew of three men to cal
out an anchor, by which means their
combined efforts floated the vessel at

high tide.
July 5 | Slp. yt.Orestes...... Spermaceti Cove, New | In attempting to enter the Shrewsbury
Jersey. River, 1 miles SW. of the station,

missed the channel and stranded on the
bar, about 3 p. m. As the weather was
light and the water smooth she required
no assistance at this time, remaining in
an easy position on the shoal until 11
a.m.thenextday. Atthishourhermas-
ter and his five passengers, three ladies
and two boys, constituting a pleasure
part{,_came to the station to procure
rovisions, and while there a violent
understorm came up, accompanied by
a flerce wind. The keeper, with two
men and the captain of the yacht, went
to her assistance in a fish boat, and, the
tide being unusually high, they readil
tloated the craft and took her to a safe
anchorage, Asshe was wetand uncom-
fortable from the storm, the entire party
remained at the station, where they
were hospitably cared for until 6 a. m.
July 7, when they proceeded on their
voyage.
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Name and
nationality of vessel.

Station and locality.

Nature of casualty and service rendered.

1808,
July 5§

July 5
July 5

July 5

July 5

July 5

July 6

July 6

July 6

July 7

Mexican str. Orion..

Skiff; no name

Flatboat; no name .

Skiff; no name

Am. sc. J. L.Green.

Fish boat; noname.

Catboat Elmer......

Punt; noname......

Rowboat; no name..

Am. bkn. Henry
Norwell.

Saluria, Texas ............

Charlotte, New York,
Lake Ontario.

Beaver Island, Michigan,
Lake Michigan.

Manistee, Michigan, Lake
Michigan. gan

‘White River, Michigan,
Lake Michigan.

Point Adams, Oregon ....

Rockaway, New York....

Charlotte, New York,
Lake Ontario.

South Haven, Michigan,
Lake Michigan.,

Gull Shoal, North Caro-
lina.

This small steamer was bound to Alva-
rado, Mexico, and anchored off the sta-
tion short of fuel, water, and provisions.
The keeper secured two cords of wood
for the vessel, supplied her other wanta
and assisted to put the stores on board.
lAn:sig loaned the mfaster 60 om&:’r ﬁ'ﬁ

e passages as far as Corpus
(to be returned from that place), which
enabled him to continue his voyage
under much safer conditions than by
the outside route.

Adrift § mile from the shore. Picked the
oraft up and returned her to her owner.

Picked up a flatboat, valued at $15, which
was ft off the harbor, and returned
it to its owner.

A fisherman, in the excitement of landin,
a catch, capsized his boat. The accl-
dent was witnessed by the life-saving
crew, and two of their number at once
manned the station skiff and hastened
to the assistance of the imperiled man.
He was rescued from underneath his
overturned craft, where he would un-
doubtedly have been drowned (having
become entangled in his fishing tackle)
and taken with his skiff to the station.
The boat and gear were put in order for
him and he proceeded up the river.

The surfmen assisted t: vessel, which
came into port with her mainmast carried
away, by clenring up the wreckage and
shifting boom an inﬂ‘

Two fishermen, who had been taking sal-
mon near the end of the jetty, found the
ebb tide too strong to contend against
and were being carried tow the
breakers, although exerting all their
efforts to stem the current. The surf-
boat, which was patrolling the vicinity,

ave them a line and succeeded in tow-
g them out of danger.

Stranded near the station about 7 p.m.,
while sailing with a y of four pleas-
ure seekers on board, three men and a
woman. The keeper had been watching
the boat, and, fearing she would get into
trouble, had followed her along the
beach. When she struck he went into
the surf with several bystanders and
brought her oconpants ashore, and when
the tide ebbed assisted to unload her
ballast, so that she would come higher
on the beach out of danger of the break-
ers. Three of the party were sheltered
at the atation during the night, and be-
foreleaving for their homes at Brooklyn
made a contract with a local resident to
float their boat, which he succeeded in

doi:f on July 11.

Picked up adrift by the life-saving crew
about amile from thestation. No claim.
an:fz:ppoaring, the keeper advertised the

craft.
Capsized at 7.30 p. m. in arough sea, at the
harbor entrance. The life-saving crew
reached the boat a few minutes later
and rescued its sole occupant, who was
olinging to the bottom, with every sea
wasbing over him and in imminent dan-
er of drowning, as he could not swim.
'owed the boat ashore and delivered it

to the owner.
Stranded at 2 a.m. 2§ miles NNE. of the
station, having failed to wear ship in a
heavy squall. Information of the dis-
aster was brought to the keeper two
hours later by a local resident. A crew
of eight men was employed (inactive
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1896,
July 7

July 7

July 7

July 7

July 8

Am. bkn. Henry
Norwell.

Slp. yt. Annie. ......

Am. so. Jessie P....

Am. sc. Brenton....

Rowboat; noname..

Gull Shoal, North Caro-
lina.

Santa Rosa, Florida. ......

cenenlO il

Cleveland, Ohio, Lake
Erie.

Frankfort, Michigan,
Lake Michigan.

season), and with the assistance of the
keeper of the Chicamacomico Station
the life-savers proceeded to her aid in
the surfboat. Finding that the vessel
had worked over the outer bar, close in-
shore, it was decided not to use the boat.
A line was sent from the wreck and a
hawser get up by the life-savers; a boat-
swain's chair was then rigged on a trav-
eler, and all bands (ten in number, in-
cluding the master’s wife) were safely
landed, tn)tget-her with their effects and a

rtion of the ship’s stores, which were
hauled to the station by the service team
from Chicamacomico. By order of the
owners the vessel was turned over to
the wreck commissioner on July 10, and
the material saved was sold on the 14th,
the barkentine proving a totalloss. The
shipwrecked ple were sheltered at
the station, the crew leaving for Eliza-
beth City on the fourth day, but the
master remaining until the final dispo-
sition was made of the wreck.

Dragged her anchors about 10 a. m. in a
high SE. gale, when the cable was
slipped by her crew and the yacht
beached about  of a mile from the sta-
tion, but a shift of wind then drove her
offshore, where she capsized and sunk.
Her crew of three, together with six
P g were fortunate enough to
get ashore when she struck, and were
met on the beach by the keeper, who
took them to the station, where they
were given stimulants and furnished
with dry clothing from the supplies of
the Women's National Relief Associa-
tion. The yacht was raised on the 14th,
and left for Mobile on July 16, the keeper
assisting in the work and aiding to refit

her.

At 4 p. m. the keeper observed a dis-
masted vessel, near the sea buoy, 3 miles
SW. of the station. Having made a 8;5-
nal, to which the tug Echo responded,
he went on her to the wreck and as-
sisted to get a hawser to the latter, when
she was towed into port. It appeared
from the narrative of the only man on
board, a g‘usenger. that she had started
to dmi er anchors in the hurricane
which had prevailed that day, when her
crew of two men deserted her in the
dory, being picked up by a barkentine
near by, but he himself had been im-
prlsoneti by the fallen rigging in the
cabin and had only sucoeenf in cuttin,
his way out with an axe after the vesse
drifted seaward.

At 5.15 a. m. the lookout reported a signal
of distress flying from a schooner, about
7 miles west of thestation. Thelifeboat
was launched and went to her assistance
in tow of the tug Joe Harris, whereit was
found that the schooner’s jib-boom was
sprung, fore rigging disabled, and main-
sail partly blown away. As she was
unprovided with any towline, the Har-
ris went back to the station and got the
service 5-inch hawser, the surfmen re-
maininghon the craft working at the
pumps, her master being agprehensive
that she would sink. On the return of
the tug, the vessel’s anchors were hove
111{ and she was towed into Cleveland

arbor.

The surfman on day lookout picked up
with the station Whitehall boat a row-
boat, which was drifting out of the har-
bor, and returned the craft to its owner,



" UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 69

Services of orews—Continued.

Name and
nationality of vessel

Station and locality. ‘ Nature of casualty and service rendered.

1896.
July 9

July 10

July 10

July 10

July 10 i

Yacht No.18........

Am. sc.J. P.Wyman

Am. str. Pentagoet. .

Skiff; no name......

U. 8. Quar -

|
Cleveland, Ohio, Lake Erie{
|

Gay Head, Massachusetts.

Capsized inside the breakwater,} mile
W. of the station, through carr{ingt.oo
much 8ail in a strong breeze. The sta-
tion dingey, manned by three of the
surfmen, tened to the capsized craft,
where they found the only occupant
clingin;i to it. He was at once taken to
the station and supplied with dry cloth-
ing. The life-savers then returned to
the yacht, righted and towed her ashore,
and notified her owner of her where-

abouts.

Stranded at 2 p.m.on SE.end of Pasque
Island, 6 miles NNE. of the station,
during a dense fog. At5.45, the weather
having cleared somewhat, the keeper
made out the wreck and at once went
to her assist. with a volunteer crew
of surfinen, arriving alongside at7.30 p.
m. Finding her full of water, he landed
the master and crew of four hands on
Pasque Island, where they were hospi-
tably sheltered by Mr.Wilcox, a resident
of the locality, while the life-savers re-
mained in the vicinity all night,stand-
ing by a steamer which was stranded
close at hand (see next case), but at 10
a.m.on the 11th they returned to the
schooner and assisted her crew to strip
her. As nothing further could be done
on the wreck, the keeper towed the
master in his yawl, laden with what was
saved, into Robinson’s Hole, secured a
passage for the sailors to Wood's Hole,
and iz;ve them a written uest that
they be forwarded to New ford free
of charge. The surfmen then returned
to their station, reaching there at 3.45

p.m.
Stranded about 100 yards to the westward

Charlotte, New York,Lake
Ontario.

ter’'s barge.

Cape Disappointment,
&enhlngum.

of the Wyman (preceding case) at 3.15
p. m., and was spoken by the keeper
while on his way to the assistance of
the schooner. Her master desired no
immediate aid, having sent to Vineyard
Haven for a tug and lighters, but re-
quested that the lite-savers remain in the
vicinity until arrival of the tng. At8
a.m., July 11, took a dispatch ashore
for the captain and boated off to the
steamer a supply of fresh water, her
store being nearly exhausted. At this
uncture the tug arrived in the vicinity,
ut owing to the dense fog was unable
to exactly locate the stranded vessel.
In this emergency the keeper took the
bearing of the tug and succeeded in
intercepting her an %ﬂding her along-
side the Pentagoet. No further assist-
ance being required from the surfmen,
they returned to the aid of the schooner.

Drifting out of the harbor into the lake.
The life-savers picked the boat up and
secured it at tho station.

While the son of Major Kinzie, 5th U. S.
Artillery, and two privates of Battery
H of this regiment, stationed at Fort
Canby, were out pleasure sailing they
were caught by a sbro:&; ebb tide and
fresh breeze and carried to leeward to-
ward the upper end of Peacock Spit,
where they made fast to a fish tmg.
Their predicament having been ob-
served from the life-saving station, the
surfboat went to their assistance and
brought them ashore. Later in the day,
when the wind and tide had slacken
a second trip was made and the barge
towed in.
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1896.
July 12

July 12

July 12

July 13

July 13

July 14

July 14

Naphtha launch; no
name.

River flat; noname.

Yawl; no name.....

Sloop Josephine ....

Skiff; no name......

Am. sc. Myrtle L.
McCluer.y?t

Am.str. Colombia ..

Lone Hill, New York.....

Louisville, Kentucky-.....

Kenosha, Wisconsin, Lake
Michigan.

Coney Island, New York.

Racine, Wisconsin, Lake
Michigan.

Seuth Haven, Michigan,
Lake Michigan.

Fort Point, California....

This small launch, bound for Point of

Woods, with a pleasure partgoan board,
became disabled in the bay, about9p.m.,
through the breaking down of her ma-
chinery. Assistance was sought at the
station, and two of the surfmen towed
her to her destination with the sailboat.

Four persons, two gentlemen and two

ladies, visitors to the city, and unac-
quainted with the nature of the river,
while out rowing for pleasure got dan-
ferously near the falls, The station
ookout rang the alarm bell, and the life-
savers having s)romptly launched their
boat succeeded in overtaking theimper-
iled craft and towin? it, with its fright-
ened ocouganta. safely to tLe station.

Adrift in the lake, 1} miles NE. of the
harbor, and rapidly going offshore be-
fore a fresh SW. breeze, the only occu-
pant being in an intoxicated condition,
and having lost his oars. The au
was launched, and after a smart pull
overtook the gawl which belonged to the
schooner A. rsdfey, and towed her into
the harbor.

Stranded at 8.15 p. m., on the east end
of Manhattan Beach, while running too
close along the shore. One of her crew
of two men Rplied at the station for
assistance. e keeper, with a surf-
man, who happened to be visiting him
at the time (inactive season), promptly
proceeded to the scene in the station
skiff, ran out an anchor and soon hove
the sloop afloat by this means, aided by
a proper disposition of her canvas. She
was then piloted to a safe anchorage
where, on account of threatening weath-
er, she came to and remained through-
out the night.

An a%;)d man imprudently went fishin
on the lake in an old skiff, unprovide
with oars, and anchored close to the
shore by a stone attached to a small
line. The freshening breeze parted his
anchor line, and despite his efforts at
raddling, he was carried out into the

ake, when his signals of distress, made

by waving his hat and handkerchief,
attracted the attention of the station
lookout. The surfboat at once went to
his assistance, took him on board, and
towed the skiff ashore.

The surfmen assisted this vessel to her
wharf by towing her up the river, her
wheel having become disabled so that
she conld not be steered.

The Pacific Mail steamer Colombia, en
route from New York to San Francisco,
stranded in a dense fog about 8 a. m. on
the rocks  of a mile to the southward
of Pigeon Point, California, when near-
ingthe end of her long voyage. News
of the disaater having reached the
city, the district superintendent, at 5 p.
m., ordered the life-saving crew to pro-
ceed to the scene, 40 miles south of their
station, where they arrived in tow of &
tug at4 a. m. July 15. Here they put
on board the agents, underwriters, and
a party of wreckers, and anchoring their
own boat, manned two lifeboats belong-
ing to the steamer, ran lines of sound-
ings, and worked all day transferring
freightto asteamschooner. A$11p.m.,

the wreck laboringbl;eavﬂy. they took all
hands, 90 in number, from her to the
schooner. Early on the morning of the
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| ‘

1396.
July 14 | Am. str. Colombia ..| Fort Point, California....[ 16th returned the crew and wreckers to
the Colombia, and were em?loyed as on
the previous day. On thel

)

th put most
of the ateamer's crew on board atow-
boat, and the veescl having now wettled
solidly on the rocks and lying easy, the
surfmen left in tow for their atation,
where they arrivedat 2 p.m. While at
this wreck about 100 trips were made by
the boate manned by the life-saving
men, and 300 peoBIo transferred from
point to point. n the afternovn of
the 14th instant news of this disaster
reached Golden (iato Park and South-
side stations, and the two keepers, with
rtions of their crews, set out over-
and with thebeachapparatus ina wagon
and proceeded over rough rosds on a
dark, foggy night toward the scene of
thedisaster. However, at 7a.m. on the
15th, they were apprised by a telegram
from the district superintendent, re-
ceived at Halfmoon Bay, after traveling
about 34 miles, that it was unnecessary
to continue farther, so they retraced
their ateps, arriving at their respective
stations late that evening.
July 15 | Dories(2); nonames| Brant Rock, Massachu- | These two dories, containing three boys,
setta. were observed i)y the keeper about 2
miles offshore, attempting to reach the
beach, but unable to make way against
| a strong head wind. He launched his
small boat, and with the asaistance of
his son (no crew, inactive season) went
to their aid and towed them into the

harbor.
July 15 | Am. sc. Richard | Nauset, Massachusetts ...| Anchored near the beach, 1 mile from the
Law. station, at 5 p. m., and immediately
thereafter displayed a flag in the rig-

gi:f union down. As soon as a crew
could be mustered, the keeper went
alongside the vessel and was informed
by her master that she was unsea-
worthy, leaking fast, and that he de-
sired to abandon her. The tug Storm
King passing at this junctire, the
keeper advised the disheartened cap-
tain to engage her services to tow him
to Vineyard Haven, which he finally
did, and the life-savers, having assisted
him to raise his anchors, returned to
the station, carrying dispatches for the
vessel's owners.
July 15 | Sloop M8y..........| Oswego, New York, Lake | Two young men came alongside the pier,
Ontarfo. near the station, to take two of their
comrades on board, when one of the
ouths jumped from the dock to the
ﬁoat's mast, thus capsizing the craft.
The life-saving crew were witnesses of
the accident and at once ran to the end
of the pier and pulled the younﬁ men
from the water, then righted and bailed
out thelir sloop, after which the pleasure
party continued their sail.
July 15 | Skiff; no name...... Charlotte, New Y ork, | Two men, who were partially under the
Lake Ontario. influence of liquor, capsized while in a
skiff opposite the station and were
strugg]ing in the water. They were
rescued E the life-saving crew and
their boat hauled out on the pier.
July 15 | Yt. Dream..........| Muskallonge Lake, Michi- | Parted her cable in a high sea and fresh
gan, Lake Superior. breeze, while anchored opposite the
station with no one on board and came
ashore. The life-saving crew promptl
ﬁ(])t out lines to steady her, discharge
ree tons of ballast, and with skids
and tackles got her up on the beach out
of reach of the breakers. Launched
her on the 18th instant. Sustained no
damage.
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1896,
July 15

July 16

July 16

July 17

July 17

July 17

July 18

Am. sc. Jessie Win-
ter.

’

Am.sc. William
Deming. )

Fish boat; noname.

Sloop; no name.....

Am. 8c. Geo. L. Fes-
senden.

Pentwater, Michigan,

Lake Michigan.

Quoddy Head, Maine .....

Cape Disappointment,
&eashingtgnlf !

Avalon, New Jersey ......

Grande Pointe au Sable,
Michigan, Lake Michi-

gan.

Muskegon, Michigan,
Lake Michigan.

Cnre Lookout, North Caro-
lina.

Entered the port at 10.30 p. m. July 14,

and with the aid of two of the life-sa v -
ers made fast to the north pier, at the
harbor entrance. The following mormn-
ing she was aground, and the wind
freshening, with a growing sea, began
to pound. Lines were run across the
channel to the south pier by the surf-
men, but the schooner was so ed in
the sand that their efforts to move her
were ineffectual. A tug then set to
work dredging, and a strain having
been kept on the lines by the life-savin

crew, the vessel was shortly floated an

roceeded in tow for Grand Haven.

Stgnnded at 9 p. m. July 15 near Campo-

bello, New Brunswick, 6 miles east of
the station, word. of the disaster havin
been brought to the kee?er on the 16t
inst by a passing . He at
once went to her assistance with a crew,
finding her fast on the rocks, bilged, and
dismasted. Assisted her crew for two
days to strip the schooner of everythin%
movable, and then left her in charge o
the underwriters.

A fish boat was capsized at about 1.20 a. m.

somewhere near the fishing grounds and
the two men in charge were drowned.
(I{‘cil"_lqetailed account see caption ‘‘ Loss
of Life.”

Stranded on the bar at Townsends Inlet

about 8.30 p. m., the keeper's attention
having been attracted to the disaster by
thefiringof a gun by her crew Withtwo
volunteers (inactive season) he went oft’
to her assistancein a fishing boat, landed
her four passengers, and then laid out an
anchor by which the vessel was finally
hove afloat. The surfmen returned to
their station at 12.30 a. m. July 18.

Stranded on the bar off Hamlin at 6 p.m.,
while attemptinﬁ to leave that port
lamber laden, an spruug a bad leak.
Her master telephoned to Ludington for
a tug, and set a signal of distress, to
which the life-saving crew responded at
once. Upon reaching the scene they
kept her free with the pumps until the
arrival of the towboat, when a hawser
'was run from the schooner and an inef-
fectual attempt made to float her. The
surfmen then assisted to throw over-
board her deckload, a strain being mean-
while kept on the line, by which meas-
ures, after discharging a portion of her
cargo, the vessel was released and left
for Ludington in a partially water-log-

ed condition.

This craft had been beached about a mile
north of the harbor entrance, on acconnt
of a broken rudder, and being left in an

sed position became filled with sand
and water. On this date the life-saving
ocrew went to the scene, got the sloop
off the beach, and towed her to the sta-
tion, where she and her outfit were
properly cared for.

Anchored on west side of the cape at 6.30
f. m., and displayed a signal of distress.

t being the inactive season, the keeper
rocured the aid of two fishermen and
rded the vessel, when it was ascer-
tained that she had been leaking badly,
and that the master was desirous of ob-
taining hands to work his pumps until
he reached his destination, Charleston,
8. C. The keeper procured several men
from the village, 34 miles distant, who
went on board, but were unable to agree
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1896.
July 18

culy 18

July 18

July 18

July 19

July 20

Am. 8¢. Geo. L. Fes-
senden.

Am. sc. Surprise. ...

Am. str. Swallow ...

Sailboat Alabama
Coon.

Slp. yt. Rhinegold ..

Am,. sc. Alsatian....

Cnﬁz Lookout, North Caro-

Bois Blanc, Michigan,
Lake Huron.

R U s

Racine, Wisconsin, Lake
Michigan.

Short Beach, New York..

Fire Island, New York...

a8 to terms with the captain. The re.

uired aid was finally obtained from
ien.nfort, and the schooner sailed on the
morning of July 21.

Stranded, together with the vessel which
was towing her, the steamer Swallow, at
10.45 p. m., 2 miles NE,, of the station.
A second schoouer composing the tow,
the Cascade, lat go her anchor in dee
water and remained afloat. The patrol-
man, who had burned his Coston siina.l
to warn them, but without avail, has-
tened tothe station and gave the alarm,
to which promgl. response was made. A
line was run from the Surprise to the
Cascade, and the former was shortly
floated and towed into deep water by
the surfboat.

Stranded on the rocks, off Point Lafayette,
while towing the schooners Surprise an
Cascade (see preceding case). 'I'he life-
saving crew at first attompted to Hioat
her by the same method employed with
her consort, and did move her a little,
when she again fetched up. The Sur-
prise was then taken alongside the
steamer and 800,000 shingles lightered
from the latter to the schooner, after
which the Swallow succeeded in work-
ing herself off, assisted by the surfmen,
who hove on a hawser carried to the
Cascade. The life-saving crew then
aided to reload the shingles, and the
tow p: ed on its way at 10 a. m.,
July 19, the station crew reaching their
post at noon that day.

Capsized two miles SSE. of the station,
her sail Tjiblng suddenly in a shift of
wind. The surfboat immediately went
to her aid, rescuing her crew of three
men, who were clinging to the bottom
of their craft with the seas sweeping
over them. They were quickly con-
veyed to the station, provided with dry
clothing, and given hot coffee. Thesurf-
boat then returned and towed the sloo;
into the harbor, where she was righ
and bailed ont, the men leaving for their
homes at Kenosha after their garments
weret egried and their strength recu-

rated.

Missed stays while beating out of New
Inlet and stranded on the bar, about
12.30 p. m. The kecper went to the
assistance of her two occupants in his
small boat, when he was shortly joined
by Keeper Rhodes, of the Point Lookout
station, and with the aid of members of
the Prospect Gun Club the sloop was
raised from her bed and an anchor laid
out for use when the tide should serve,
which work took until midnight. The
following day, in the effort to heave the

- yachtoff, the cable partedand operations
were consequently suspended until the
tide of the 21st, when the boat was suc-
cessfully floated about 5 p. m., having
sustained but slight damage. The two
keepers were present from day to day
and rendered all the services in their

power.

‘While attempting toenter the inlet, bound
for Patchogne, her master mistook the
buoy in the morning haze, and his ves-
sel stranded at 6 a. m. The keeper
boarded her shortly after in his small
boat and assisted to carry out an an-
chor, but the attempt to float her was
unsuccessful. On the 21st he aided her
crew to throw overboard part of herload
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Name and

" ' nationality of vessel.

Station and lecality.

Natare of casualty and service rendered.

July 20 . Am.sc. Aleatian.... Fire Island, New York...

Jaly 20

July 20

July 20

July 20

[

|
I

Aust. bk. Anna Santa Roea, Florida......
Peppina. .

Am.sc.Flora$§ ..... San Luis, Texas..........

Tug Frank W ...... Thunder Bay Island,

Michigan, Lake Huron.

Am. sc. Grace M. | North Manitou Island,

er. Michigan, Lake Michi-
gan.

of lumber, which was formed into a raft
and towed to Patchogue. On the 22d, a
lighter having been obtained, the bal-
ance of the deck cargo was discharged,
and at high water the vessel floated over
the shoal and was towed to her destina-

on.

Missed stays, while standing off and on
without a pilot, and stranded at 11 p. m.,
July 19, 3 miles west of the station, near
the channel entrance. The keeper ob-
served her signal of distress ea.r]g the
following morning, but, it being the in-
active season, was unable to respond,
although efforts were made to assemble
a crew, until 2 ﬁ.m., when, having sig-
naled the tug Helen, of Pensacola, he
proceeded to the vessel, finding her
water-logged and beyond hope of being
saved. Hercrew, elevenalltold, together
with their personal eftects, were taken
to quarantine on the towboat and thence
to the life-saving station, where they
were made comfortable, the keeper ac-
companying the master to Pensacola to
report to the Austrian consul. On July
23, boarded the bark in the surfboat,
manned by the shipwrecked crew, bring-
ing ashore her compasses and a load of
provisions. On that afternoon the crew
v;ent ﬁglt.he city 21': tllze Helen with ulll
their belongings, the keeper going with
them to thglggsswm-house. Thog\'essel
proved aloss and was burned by wreck-
ers on the 25th instant.

Sprung a bad leak and was beached by
her master about midnight of the 19th,
on San Luis Island, SW. sideof the Pass,

oing ashore high and dry and bedding
erself well in the sand. Thefollowing
day the keeper, with threemen, went to
the scene and assisted to unload her
cargo. Remaining by the craft allnight,
they attempted on the morning of the
218t to purap and bail her out as the tide
made, with a view of floating her, but
could not keep her free. The keeper
then went to Galveston to inform the
owners of the condition of their boat
and cargo, returning on the 23d, whenhe
again visited the wreck, finding that
her master had stripped her of all rig-
ing, and assisted to load her cargo on
ard the sloop Bessie, with which vessel
a contract was made to proceed with it
to its destination, the Brazos River.
The schooner was now full of water and
nothing further could be done; there-
fore, leaving the hulland gearin charge
of her one hand until the owners should
seo fit to agsume direction, the keeper
returned to the station with the master,
who proceeded henceto Galveston.

In response to a four-whistle signal.
sounded by this vessel, the surfboat
went alongside, when her master re-
quested the keeper to teleplione to Al
pena, whither he was bound, for a tug to
meet him, as he had not enough fuel on
board to reach his destination. Re-
turned to the station and sent the mes-
sage, as requested.

Stranded 23 miles N. of the station, in
thick weather, at 6 a. m., the disaster
being discovered by the surfman on
patrol a few moments after its occur-
rence, when the fog lifted. The life-
saving crew, having repaired to her aid.
assisted to unload about 30,000 feet of
the deck load of lumber, which was
formed into a ratt alongside, and carried
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July 20 | Am. se. Grace M. | North Manitou Island,
Filer. Michigan, Lake Michi-
gan.
July 20 | Am. str. Horace A. | Baileys Harbor, Wiscon-
Tuttle. sin, Lake Michigan.
July 20 | Fishboat; no name. Cwe Disappointment,
ashington.
July 21 | Sailboat; no name..| Lone Hill, New York .....
July 22 | Catboat Pope....... Gurnet, Massachusette ...
July 22 | Dory; no name..... Orleans, Massachusetts. ..

Nature of casualty and service rendered.

out her anchors astern with hawsers to
the windlass. By these means, together
with & skillfal disposition of her can-
vas, the vessel was floated at 9 a. m.,
her_anchors picked up, and cargo re-
loaded, after which she proceeded on her
voyage npgarentg undamaged. (See
letter of acknowledgment.)

Stranded 4t 8 a. m. in a thick fog, on a
rocky ledge, about 5 miles to the south-

of the station, word of the disas-
ter being received by the keeper three
hours later, when the life-saving crew
at once went to her assistance. Her
master desiring the services of a tug,
one of his crew was landed in the surf-
boat to telegraph to this effect, while
the life-savers returned to the steamer
and worked from 2 p. m. until the fol-
lowing morning, discharging her cargo
of coal into the schooner Dundee, which
was alongside. On the 21st, landed six
P gers and a d member of the
vessel's crew, who went to procure the
aid of additional towboats, and upon
their arrival, at noon, the surfmen ren-
dered valuable assistance, making
nnmen}us trips] beu:'leen the veasel
conveying people and messa, un
the Tnttlge was floated. gos

About dark, while two fishermen wereen-
gaged in picking up their nets in the
upper cut-off channel, the flood tide
swept their craft against a tish trap,
staving a hole in her, which caused her
toimmediately fill. The lifeboat, which
was on patrol rescued the two 1aen, who
would otherwise have had to cling to
the trap all night. as it was too dark for
them to be seen from the lookout. As
the nets were foul of the trap, tha{ were
left, with the boat, until the followin
morning, when they were brougoh
ashore, the gear cleared, and the boat
repaired, the fishermen having mean-
time been sheltered and fed at the
station.

‘While the keeper was crossing Great South
Bay, on his way to the station, in his
skiff, he observed a small dismasted
sailboat, with two occupants, evidently
in need of assistance. He went to their
aiiclll and towed them into harbor at Say-
ville.

Anchored in the forenoon amongthe rocks
off' the Gurnet, during a heavy fog, to
await clearing weather, but as it re-
mained thick her master decided to
return to Duxbury, when he found it
impossible to raise his anchor, it having
become foul of & bowlder. He applied to
the keeper for aid, who, finding the cable
too weak to bear suflicient strain to clear
the anchor, buoyed it, promising to re-
cover it at low tide, when the water
would be quiet and clear. He also towed
the catboat’s tender ashore, to be kept
until called for, as her owner found he
could not reach his port with the craft
in tow in the light wind prevailing and
against a strong 