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DESIGNATION OF COAST GUARD AVIATION "A" 
SCHOOLS AS TEMPORARY DUTY (TDY) COURSES 

To request you designate the Coast Guard Aviation Electrical Technician, Aviation Maintenance 
Technician, and Aviation Survival Technician A schools, which provide rate-specific Petty 
Officer skills, as courses to be attended and completed in temporary duty status, rather than in a 
pennanent change of station status. 

Background 

Aviation A schools provide fundamental skill training for Coast Guard enlisted members joining 
the aviation field. The schools are located at the Aviation Technical Training Center in Elizabeth 
City, NC, and are attended solely by Coast Guard members; there are no students from other 
Services attending these classes. Aviation A schools are not considered initial entry courses. 

Coast Guard aviation A schools have historically been 18 weeks in duration. Recent updates to 
curricula now require 25 Y2 weeks for Aviation Electrical Technician and Aviation Maintenance 
Technician, and 24 weeks for Aviation Survival Technician to complete. Pursuant to the Joint 
Federal Travel Regulations, paragraph U2240, students attending training courses longer than 20 
weeks generally receive PCS orders. Paragraph U2240, however, pennits the Secretary 
concerned (without delegation) to designate a course of over 20 weeks but less than 180 days as 
temporary duty rather pennanent change of station, if there is proper justification. 

The training center has received these students on a TDY basis for more than 15 years, and 
recently constructed unaccompanied personnel housing units located on the training center. The 
housing was designed and built to accommodate all aviation A school students on temporary 
duty orders and intended to minimize costs to the goverrunent by providing berthing and messing 
to students. Students without dependants do not receive basic housing allowance entitlement 
while assigned to unaccompanied housing, providing substantial cost avoidance for the 
government. 
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Discussion 

There is a lack of short tenn housing in this small rural community, which makes it very difficult 
for members and their families to complete a pennanent move that requires entering a lease that 
will accommodate fewer than 12 months. Additionally, a short duration pennanent change of 
station imposes undue hardships on Coast Guard families, many with school aged children. 
Approximately 71 percent of those students with dependent family members will return to their 
original pennanent duty station upon graduation. 

In 2014, approximately 200 students will attend these schools, of which, approximately 56 will 
have dependents. While 80 percent, or 160, of the total population will not return to their 
original duty station, 40 of those with dependents (71 percent) will return to their original duty 
station. Members assigned on temporary duty have government quarters and messing available 
with no additional per diem cost to the government except a five dollar per day incidental 
expense. The additional costs per member for an additional six weeks of training would be $210 
compared to upwards of$10,000 per member in pennanent change in station costs. 

I recommend you designate Coast Guard Aviation Electrical Technician (Course #501769), 
Aviation Maintenance Technician (Course #501057), and Aviation Survival Technician (Course 
#501072) A schools as courses to be attended and completed in temporary duty status, rather 
than in a pennanent change of station status. 

This action has been reviewed by Coast Guard counsel, CDR Thomas Emerick, and the Deputy 
Judge Advocate General, Mr. Calvin M. Lederer, and found to be in accordance with law and 
regulations. 
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