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What is Digital Selective Calling?
Since 1999, the FCC (Federal Communications Commission) has required that all new maritime radios be equipped with Digital Selective Calling (DSC).  DSC uses digital data rather than voice transmission to increase the range of maritime communications, the accuracy of data transmitted, and the ability to direct that information to specific units.  DSC also allows a distress signal to be relayed to the closest available vessel, increasing the chance that the call for help will be heard.  

How Does it Work?

In order for DSC to work for you, several things must happen first:

1. The vessel’s VHF radio must be registered for a Maritime Mobile Service Identity (MMSI) number.

2. It is HIGHLY encouraged that the DSC radio be connected to the vessel’s Global Positioning System (GPS). 
3. The system should be tested.  To test the system, do NOT press the distress button!  You will need to determine the MMSI number of a friend, or a local shore station.  Enter their MMSI number into the radio as if you were using a phone.  Again, chose a working channel, NOT channel 16!  

What Are the Advantages of DSC?
Various priorities can be designated to help describe the nature of the call.  DSC can be used to establish a routine phone patch, enhancing interoperability with other federal, state and local agencies during a search.

In non-emergency situations, boaters with DSC radios can hail one another directly by punching in the unique, nine-digit MMSI number of the vessel they wish to hail.  It’s like making a boat-to-boat phone call.  DSC minimizes the time necessary to establish communications, clears a lot of the ‘voice chatter’ that would normally be heard on VHF-FM hailing channel 16, and also gives precedence to distress calls.  MMSI numbers can be obtained via the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), Boats US, SeaTow, the U.S. Power Squadron and other designated organizations. Boaters are urged to register for an MMSI number and to ensure their contact information is kept updated, especially if the boat is sold. If you plan to make an international voyage you must contact the FCC so they can issue the MMSI and a radio station license. Once the vessel has been registered for an MMSI number, the information you provided will help in the event of your sending a distress alert.  Your distress signal will include the time of distress, your position (if connected to a GPS), and the nature of your distress (if selected).   DSC technology can also transmit the type of emergency taking place, such as a boat taking on water, piracy, or a shipboard fire.

  Contact your local Coast Guard Auxiliary for information concerning your DSC radio, and a free vessel safety check. 
http://www.safetyseal.net/GetVSC/
Can I Use DSC to Talk to A Friend?
DSC allows boaters to privately hail other DSC-equipped vessels or shore stations via their MMSI number.  This avoids interference with emergency radio channels and decreases non-essential radio traffic on the emergency channels. Select ‘routine call’ from your radio.  Refer to your owner's manual for the proper procedure to send the call. Your radio should indicate that the call was sent, and that the station you selected has acknowledged  your call.  Finally, your DSC radio will switch to the working channel you chose.  You can now communicate with the station to ensure that everything is working properly. DSC frequencies are only used to establish the call.  Once linked in a conversation, boaters will change to a working frequency to continue their call.

How do I test My DSC Radio
TO TEST THE DSC RADIO DO NOT PUSH THE DISTRESS BUTTON ! The best way to test the radio is to make a DSC call to a friend's DSC radio using "Routine" priority
Until the Rescue 21 system is fully operational, the Coast Guard is not required to monitor channel 70.  However, DSC-equipped vessels in the area, and the few CG Stations that already are Rescue 21-equipped can relay or respond to your distress call.

MMSI Information and registration:
BoatUS
MMSI program

Fax: 703-461-2840
Phone: (800) 563-1536

http://www.boatus.com/mmsi/instruct.htm
U.S. Power Squadrons
The USPS has been authorized to issue MMSIs to US flagged vessels not subject to Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) Convention requirements. This includes almost all recreational boats.

http://www.usps4mmsi.com
FCC Online Licensing System
To obtain an MMSI number and/or call sign:
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsEntry/licManager/login.jsp
ITU MARS
Database of all vessels and MMSI numbers worldwide:

http://www.itu.int/cgi-bin/htsh/mars/ship_search.sh
SeaTow

To obtain an MMSI number:

http://www.seatow.com/boatingsafety/mmsiinfo.htm
U.S. Coast Guard
Background on MMSI numbers:
http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/marcomms/Gmdss/mmsi.htm
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