TUCHER RETIREMENT—D14 REMARKS

22 AUGUST 2008

Friends and family of the Coast Guard, Aloha!

Today is CAPT Fred Tucher’s big day and I am honored to have the opportunity to officiate his retirement after over 25 years of active service.
Fred, thanks for including me in your special day.  You’ve also been blessed with a terrific family.  While today is your day, let me start by talking about those who know you best—your loving family.
I extend special honor and greetings to:

· Captain Tucher’s wife Deborah, 
· their children William and Daniel
· And Mr. Calvin Lederer

Any military professional knows that it often is principally the spouse who runs the household while the Coast Guard member is away serving America.
They routinely pay the bills and handle the many chores that come with keeping a home together.
Military children make sacrifices such as leaving friends, sports teams and other associations that we all know are so important to them.  
Together, they endure the challenges of starting over in new locations throughout the globe.
Through it all, the family is always there…with a smile, or a hug and a kiss when the Coast Guard member returns from duty.  

It takes special people such as Captain Tucher to make the Coast Guard the great organization that it is.  And, it takes very special people to be members of a Coast Guard family.

Deborah, on behalf of the Coast Guard, I thank you for the support you have shown to your husband.  His longstanding contributions to the Service and the Nation would not have been possible without your love and support. 
William and Daniel, thank you for supporting your father’s Coast Guard career.  I am confident that you join your mom as primary motivators for your dad’s professional success.
We all appreciate the power that our families bring to the Coast Guard.  Ladies and Gentlemen, please join me in applauding the contributions of this great Coast Guard family.  (Applause)

Retirement ceremonies are a time-honored tradition.  This is especially true for military Officers, as these ceremonies not only celebrate many years of service to our nation, but they also mark the Officer’s transition to civilian life.  Today, we are here to honor Captain Tucher for over 25 years of service.  Before we can truly appreciate where he is now, we have to look back on where he’s been and what he has done during his distinguished career.

During the summer of 1979, Donna Summer topped the music charts, the Soviet Union boycotted the Olympics in Los Angeles, and Fred Tucher left the warm confines of his New Jersey home for the far distant locale of New London, Connecticut, 160 miles up interstate 95.

In that summer, he reported as a cadet to the Coast Guard Academy.  While there he majored in government and graduated with honors in 1983.  
After graduating with the great class of 1983, Ensign Tucher’s first assignment was as a Deck Watch Officer in Coast Guard Cutter BITTERSWEET, homeported on Woodshole, Massachusetts.  
With ambitious goals in mind, he applied himself with the same sense of dedication and vigor that many of us have come to know and love and became the  Commanding Officer of the Coast Guard Cutter POINT FRANCIS homeported in New London, CT.
In 1987 Lieutenant Tucher was then stationed at the District One Operations Center in Boston, Massachusetts where he responsible for planning and executing Search and Rescue missions throughout the New England. During this tour he married his wife Deborah.   

Upon completing his tour at District One, Captain Tucher stayed in the New England area and was accepted to Boston College’s prestigious Law School where graduated Cum Laude in 1993 and was promoted to Lieutenant Commander.  
After completing Law School, Lieutenant Commander Tucher then was first introduced to the beauty of Hawaii when he was assigned to the District Fourteen Legal Division as a Principle Legal Assistant. 
In 1996, LCDR Tucher was detailed to the Department of Justice where he continued to prosecute cases.  Most notably during that tour, LCDR Tucher prosecuted the Coast Guard’s first DNA case. 

Then in 1998, LCDR Tucher’s oldest son William was born and he was also promoted to Commander. In 2000, the Tucher’s welcomed their youngest son Daniel to their family. Commander Tucher continued his work at Coast Guard Headquarters as the Senior Staff Attorney until 2001 when he returned to Hawaii as Staff Judge Advocate. 
In 2004, he was promoted to the rank of Captain and then in 2006, as you all know, Fred was transferred not very far as the Chief of the Fourteenth District’s Prevention Division.
Fred, your legacy in D14 is assured as the next generation of Coast Guard lawyers and prevention specialist work to enhance our readiness in this most expansive area of responsibility in the Coast Guard.  
During your time here, your efforts to enhance internal processes and engage with our partners are noteworthy.  
These efforts directly saved lives and property by breaking down the barriers to success posed by national borders, language differences, and vast distances.

Captain Tucher, please join me at the podium so I can formally recognize your outstanding accomplishments for your time at D14.

(AWARD)
Fred, you’ve been an inspirational leader who has touched many lives in a positive way.  
I extend my heartfelt congratulations to you on behalf of all of your colleagues throughout D14.  It’s been an honor to call you shipmate.

I bid you, Deborah, and your entire family fair winds and following seas.  
Herminia and I look forward to interacting with you again now that we’ve rejoined the Hawaii Ohana.
Ladies & gentlemen, thank you for coming to witness this retirement for a great American.  Mahalo and Semper Paratus!
PAGE  
1

