Coast Guard, DHS

VMRS Centers, Call Signs/MMSI, Des-
ignated Frequencies, and Monitoring
Areas). In addition, the VMRS User
must respond promptly when hailed
and communicate in the English lan-
guage.

NOTE: As stated in 47 CFR 80.148(b), a VHF
watch on Channel 16 (156.800 MHz) is not re-
quired on vessels subject to the Vessel
Bridge-to-Bridge Radiotelephone Act and
participating in a Vessel Traffic Service
(VTS) system when the watch is maintained
on both the vessel bridge-to-bridge frequency
and a designated VTS frequency.

(d) A vessel must report:

(1) Any significant deviation from its
Sailing Plan, as defined in §161.19, or
from previously reported information;
or

(2) Any intention to deviate from a
VTS issued measure or vessel traffic
routing system.

(e) When reports required by this
part include time information, such in-
formation shall be given using the
local time zone in effect and the 24-
hour military clock system.

[CGD 90-020, 59 FR 36324, July 15, 1994, as
amended by USCG-2003-14757, 68 FR 39366,
July 1, 2003]

§161.19 Sailing Plan (SP).

Unless otherwise stated, at least 15
minutes before navigating a VTS area,
a vessel must report the:

(a) Vessel name and type;

(b) Position;

(c) Destination and ETA;

(d) Intended route;

(e) Time and point of entry; and

(f) Dangerous cargo on board or in its
tow, as defined in §160.203 of this chap-
ter, and other required information as
set out in §160.211 and §160.213 of this
chapter, if applicable.

§161.20 Position Report (PR).

A vessel must report its name and
position:

(a) Upon point of entry into a VMRS
area;

(b) At designated reporting points as
set forth in subpart C; or

(c) When directed by the Center.
[CGD 90-020, 59 FR 36324, July 15, 1994, as

amended by USCG-2003-14757, 68 FR 39366,
July 1, 2003]

§161.23

§161.21 Automated reporting.

(a) Unless otherwise directed, vessels
equipped with an Automatic Identifica-
tion System (AIS) are required to
make continuous, all stations, AIS
broadcasts, in lieu of voice Position
Reports, to those Centers denoted in
Table 161.12(c) of this part.

(b) Should an AIS become non-oper-
ational, while or prior to navigating a
VMRS area, it should be restored to op-
erating condition as soon as possible,
and, until restored a vessel must:

(1) Notify the Center;

(2) Make voice radio Position Reports
at designated reporting points as re-
quired by §161.20(b) of this part; and

(3) Make any other reports as di-
rected by the Center.

[USCG-2003-14757, 68 FR 39366, July 1, 2003]

§161.22 Final Report (FR).

A vessel must report its name and
position:

(a) On arrival at its destination; or

(b) When leaving a VTS area.

§161.23 Reporting exemptions.

(a) Unless otherwise directed, the fol-
lowing vessels are exempted from pro-
viding Position and Final Reports due
to the nature of their operation:

(1) Vessels on a published schedule
and route;

(2) Vessels operating within an area
of a radius of three nautical miles or
less; or

(3) Vessels escorting another vessel
or assisting another vessel in maneu-
vering procedures.

(b) A vessel described in paragraph
(a) of this section must:

(1) Provide a Sailing Plan at least 5
minutes but not more than 15 minutes
before navigating within the VMRS
area; and

(2) If it departs from its promulgated
schedule by more than 15 minutes or
changes its limited operating area,
make the established VMRS reports, or
report as directed.

[CGD 90-020, 59 FR 36324, July 15, 1994, as
amended by CGD 97-023, 62 FR 33364, June 19,
1997, USCG-2003-14757, 68 FR 39367, July 1,
2003]
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