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ith the Northeast facing a

potential shortage of home

heating oil, the crew of the
CGC Penobscot Bay did its part to
ensure petroleum shipments reached
their destinations to keep homes heated
during the recent winter season.

With the mission of creating ship-
ping lanes out of solid ice, the Penobscot
Bay’s crew implemented a common
sense approach to enhance communica-
tion and make ice travel easier for every-
one involved.

The icebreaker’s crew used cell
phones to contact vessels that need safe
passage or that were stuck in the ice. By
communicating directly WIth oil t:mkcrs

and tugs, the need to free thq;n frpm the ¥

ice has been less frequent.

Communicating directly to the vessels
by cell phone was the idea of Lt. Andy
M. Raiha, commanding officer of the
Penobscot Bay for the last two and a half
vears. He says the plan has really taken
off, and L‘\'L'I')'h{ )fl}' r(‘:-i]}t'(l the benefits
during the winter.

“It [using cell phones] is happening
more this year than last, and it didn’t
happen at all my first year,” said Raiha.

il carriers were able to find out ice
conditions immediately by cell phone and
form convoys behind the powerful ice-
breakers, which led the way up the Hud-
son River.

“We plan ahead so we don’t have to
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In the past, commercial vessels transit-
ing up the Hudson would contact Coast
Guard Activities New York, which would
relay position and ice breaking requests
to the icebreakers. By eliminating the
third party, ice breaking on the Hudson
proved to be more effective and effi-
cient.

“In the old days, the tug would have to
call the dispatcher. There was a lot of
middleman involvement,” said Tom Sulli-
van, vice pr(’si(l{‘nl of a shipping company
in New York that relies on Coast Guard
icebreakers to transport home heating
oil. “The method of talking directly to
them has worked wonderfully.” :

ce season began Dec. l% 2000 and






