	U.S. Department 

of Transportation

United States

Coast Guard
	
[image: image1.wmf]
	Coast Guard News


	Date:
	July 30, 2002

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


	Contact:
	LTJG Mike McCarthy

U.S. Coast Guard

Marine Safety Office

Phone: 207-780-3095

Fax:  207-780-3567


COAST GUARD RELEASES INVESTIGATION OF THE MARINE CASUALTY INVOLVING M/V HAWK AND THE CASCO BAY BRIDGE

The Coast Guard has concluded its investigation of the marine casualty involving the M/V HAWK and the Casco Bay Bridge which occurred on May 6th, 2002.  The M/V HAWK was in the Fore River in Portland, Maine and had an allision with the Casco Bay Bridge while transiting to the Global Petroleum Terminal in South Portland.  There were no injuries to personnel and there was no environmental pollution from this incident.  Damage to the bridge was limited to the fendering system designed to withstand the impact and spare the bridge structure from damage.

The Coast Guard interviewed five main participants during the investigation including the two local Docking Pilots and the ship’s Master, Helmsman and 2nd Mate.  Drug and alcohol tests for these individuals were all negative and were thereby eliminated as potential causal factors in this incident.  From the interviews of the participants and witnesses, the investigators have identified Wheelhouse Communications as the primary cause of the accident.  

The wind speed and direction was approximately 25 knots, coming from the Southwest. The  water current  was approximately 0.3knots at the bridge span, going to 219 degrees (southwesterly).  Although weather was not the direct cause of this incident, it was influential because it determined how the ship needed to approach the bridge.

CONCLUSION:

The Coast Guard did not find any negligence or misconduct, but rather a series of miscommunications which led to this incident.  

The role of the Pilot is that of an advisor aboard a ship.  They are the individuals with the local navigational knowledge.  The Master of a vessel is always responsible for the safety of the ship and is never relieved of this responsibility.  The Portland Docking Pilots were, in this instance, acting under the jurisdiction of the Portland Harbor Commission, a Portland municipal agency.  The Captain of the M/V HAWK is licensed by the Greek government and does not fall under the jurisdiction of the U.S.  The  City is conducting their own investigation into this incident through the Portland Harbor Master’s office.  

INCIDENT :
The M/V HAWK is a 684 foot long by 105 foot oil tanker of 31,700 gross tons. The vessel was carrying approximately 270,000 barrels of # 6 fuel oil (42 gallons per barrel). The M/V HAWK is a Greek flagged ship owned by the Hawksleigh Trading Corporation in Athens, Greece.  The Casco Bay Bridge has a 196 foot width and was built in 1997.  This width is approximately 100 feet wider than the previous Million Dollar Bridge which was replaced by the Casco Bay Bridge.

The M/V HAWK struck the Casco Bay Bridge on the port side between the #1 cargo tank and the forepeak.  As the M/V HAWK approached the bridge, the crew of the M/V HAWK dropped the port-side anchor before entering the bridge, in an effort to stop the vessel from alliding with the bridge.  See diagram #1 for location.  While weather was an influence in regards to the incident with significant wind that day, it was not a primary causal factor in the incident.

The bridge’s fender system absorbed the impact for which it is designed, preventing structural damage to the bridge structure. The M/V HAWK was later moored at the Global Terminal.  The Coast Guard and ship representatives had divers conduct a visual and video scan of the exterior hull to ensure that there were no exterior cracks and that there was no pollution threat from leaking oil.  The following day, the interior of the hull was inspected.  There was no major damage found in either inspection.

FUTURE ACTIONS:

The Coast Guard Marine Safety Office Portland investigators have closed the case and referred the case to the Coast Guard Headquarters Marine Office of Analysis for final disposition. For further information, please contact LTJG Michael McCarthy at the Coast Guard Marine Safety Office in Portland, Maine at 207-780-3095.
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